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This. Society shall be styled The State 
Mstorical Society of Missouri. 


~—Constitution of the Society of 1898 
The State Historical Society of Missouri, 


heretofore organized under the laws of this 
State, shall be the trustee of this State. 


— Laws of Missouri of 1899 
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Preface 


In a survey undertaken before writing this history it 
was a surprise to find that only three similar works on other 


state historical societies had been published. A few hie- 
torical articles and sketches of such societies were found in 
magazines, several volumes devoted to historical society ac- 
tivities and accomplishments and several descriptive of his- 
torical society buildings. were located, but commemorative 
histories in book form have appeared only on the state socie- 
ties of New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania—the first 
two being too annalistic and biographical and the third too 
detailed to serve as guides or patterns for the present work. 
It came as a further surprise to discover that no compilation 
was available on the general history of historical societies in 
the United States during the last ninety years to supplement 
the excellent work by Leslie W. Dunlap on American Historical 
Societies, 1790-1860. Only Griffin’s Bibliography of American 
Iistorical Socteties (1907), Crittenden’s Historical Societies 
in the United States and Canada (1944), and the earlier hand- 
books published by the American Association for State and 
Local History were at hand to help blaze a trail through the 
lush growth of activities set forth in reports, bulletins, period- 
icals, and other publications of historical societies during this 
span of almost a century. 


The writing of a history of a state historical society 
presents some unusual -problems to a professional historian 
because of the almost bewildering variety of subjects to be 
considered. While these may be classified under society, 
ibrary, and publications, the history of the institution does 
NGt lend itself to such over-simplification, since the institution 
is more than the aggregate of such subjects. Moreover, a 
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state historical society is a living organism whose problems 
and accomplishments, while governed by its own internal 
laws and regulations, are the result as well of the social, 
economic, and political development of the state. Adjust- 
ment between the two is essential if a society is to function 
effectively, 

In presenting this history of the State Historical Society 
of Missouri, an attempt has been made to have the history 
reveal the operation of the Society as a whole in each period 
under consideration. The fifty years of history fall naturally 
into four periods of growth and development. In the accounts 
of each period, emphasis is placed on its outstanding features, 
but running through the story of each period can be traced 
the history of the Society as a whole. In this method of 
treatment the weakness of repetition was unavoidable in some 
instances; in others it was deliberately chosen for the sake of 
emphasis. | 

Fortunately for the author, during all except twelve 
years of the fifty-vear period he held a position as employee 
and officer in the Society. Due to his becoming assistant 
secretary in 1910 and secretary in 1915, his length of service 
in the chief executive position in the Society is greater than 
that of any similar official in office in a state historical society. 

As the author of this history, I was also most fortunate in 
knowing personally and intimately the men who founded this 
institution and guided it from infancy to maturity. Of these 
men, I am especially indebted to Dr. Isidor Loeb and the late 
Dean Walter Williams for the many sidelights on the Society 
they gave me in personal conversations and, in addition, for 
the knowledge gained from their keen insight into its problems 
and functions. 

Valuable as were these fortunate circumstances and asso- 
ciations in placing the author in close personal touch with 
his subject, of inestimable worth to him also were the minutes 
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of the Finance Committee, of the Executive Committee, and 
of the Annual Meeting covering the fifty-year period of the 
Society’s existence. Also of help were the proceedings of the 
Missouri Press Association covering the winter meeting in 
Kansas City and the spring meeting in Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas, in 1898. The biennial reports of the Society from 
19U1 to 1947 turnished detailed facts on the library, while the 
forty-two volumes of The Missouri Historical Review from 
1906 to 1948 provided data available in no other source. 
Needless to add, the library of the State Historical Society 
itself was invaluable in its almost boundless historical re- 
sources. 


To Miss Sarah Guitar, reference librarian in the Society, 
I owe acknowledgment for specific data and aid in editing. 
To Mrs. Vivian McLarty and Mrs. Beryle Winn, copy editor 
and research associate respectively in the Society, I am in- 
debted for proofreading the printer’s copy, and to Miss Marie 
Woods, senior stenographer in the Society, for typing the 


printer’s copy of the book. 


To my wife, I am under lasting obligation for untiring 
labor over months in collecting and organizing data, making 
detailed researches, and typing the first draft of the manu- 
script. Without her daily, almost hourly, help this history 
could not have appeared in print this year. She also compiled 
the index. 

Dr. Isidor Loeb and Judge G. L. Zwick, president of the 
Society, have read the completed history and to them I am 
also indebted for critical advice in editing. 


FLoyp C. SHOEMAKER 
Columbia, Missouri 
August 2, 1948 
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I 
The Beginnings, 1898-190] 


eRe; | 


es /e 
Of iL ISSOURI was dilatory in manifesting a purposefu! 
and permanent appreciation of the value and importance of 
historical societies. The State Historical Society of Missouri 
was not established until 1898, so that while Missouri’s 
centennial as a state occurred in 1920, the semicentennial of 
the founding of its State Historical Society was delayed until 
1948. While accepting the principle of public education, the 
State failed to recognize that a historical society was an 
important and enduring agency in this work. This condition 
really continued until 1901, a year which not only marked the 
eightieth anniversary of the admission of the State into the 
Union but also represented the inception of effective work by 
the State Historical Society of Missouri and the inauguration 
-of a great state historical library. 
While the State failed to fully recognize the cultural signif- 

icance of historical societies until eight decades had passed, 
it was by no means indifferent to such organizations during 
those years. Missouri was too much a part of the Union, 
too easily and deeply affected by national trends due to her 
industries, location, and people, to remain uninfluenced by the 
first historical society movement in the United States, which 
was inaugurated by Massachusetts in 1791. Growing slowly 
during the first thirty years, the movement gathered momen- 
tum in the 1820's, continued at a faster pace in the 1830’ 
and reached an impressive climax in the 1840's. During oe 
years and the decade foilowing, according to Leslie W. 
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Dunlap in his admirable work, American Historical Societies, 
1790-1860, sixty five historical societies were founded. Every 
state admitted into the Union by 1860 except Delaware and 
Oregon had one or more historical societies. 


The Missouri Historical And Philosophical 
Society: 


A Product Of The First Period Of Historical Society 
Development In The United States 


ae Be 
Oe ae the twenty-fourth state, shared twentieth 
place with Maryland in founding its first historical society 
in 1844, the latter in January, the former in December. 
The Maryland Historical Society is still a vigorous organiza- 
tion while the Missouri Historical and Philosophical Society 
died with its president in 1849. By 1844, eighteen states and 
one territory had preceded Missouri in founding a historical 
society—-Arkansas, Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa Territory, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, New Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia. All 
of these except Arkansas, Iowa Territory, and Michigan were 
older than Missouri. Five other states, all older than Mis- 
souri, did not organize historical societies until later—Delaware, 
Mississippi, New Jersey, South Carolina, and Vermont. 

It cannot be concluded that Missouri was unaffected by 
the first historical society movement in this country or that 
the State was tardy in her reaction. The men who founded 
and formed the Missouri Historical and Philosophical Society 
were among the leaders of the State. A room on the first 
floor of the capitol in Jefferson City was set aside for its use 
by legislative enactment, copies of the official publications 
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of the State were given the new organization, and an appro- 
priation of $90 was made to provide “shelves and a table.” 
Books were donated by members and some of the editors sent 
the Society their newspapers. Speeches were delivered by the 
eminent men of the State, four annual meetings were held, 
Annals No. 1 in twenty-nine pages was published in 1848, 
and 192 members were enrolled. The membership included 
editors and leading lawyers, state senators and representatives, 
state officials, supreme court judges, a congressman, a gover- 
nor (as vice-president), and the man who later became the 
first member of the President’s cabinet from west of the Mis- 
sissippi. The Society had been incorporated by act of the 
legislature approved February 2, 1845, and was Missouri's 
first historical society. Yet, like many similar societies in 
other states—as those in Arkansas, Florida, Illinois, Iowa (the 
first society), Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, Ten- 
nessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin (the first society)—it lacked 
sufficient support to survive. 

Finally, its collections were turned over to the secretary 
of state and deposited in the basement of the capitol. The 
basement was used as a military prison during the Civil War 
and thereafter practically nothing remained of the files. One 
- wonders what became of the ‘“‘unbroken series of the Journals 
of the Senate and House of Representatives of Missouri, from 
the first session of the Legislature to the session of 1838-1839 
(bound),—presented by [President] W. M. Campbell of St. 
Louis,”’ which doubtless included the invaluable lost journal 
of the Senate of the first called session of June, 1821 of the 
first General Assembly of Missouri. Better known is the 
history of the last business resolution adopted by the Society 
at the close of its fourth meeting, Monday evening, January 
17, 1848, which provided that a committee be appointed to 
petition ‘‘on the part of the Society’’ the next General As- 
sembly of Missouri to provide by law for a thorough geological 
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survey of the State. This resulted in an act approved Feb- 
ruary 24, 1853, creating the first geological survey of Missouri, 
a work which continued until 1861 and remains unchanged in 
its larger features to this day. 


The State Historical Society Of Missouri: 


A Product Of The Second Period Of Historical 
Society Development In The United States 


F IFTY years passed between the last meeting of the 
Missouri Historical and Philosophical Society and the found- 
ers’ meeting of the present State Historical Society of Missouri. 
During this half century, a second broad historical movement 
spread over the United States and continued into the twentieth 
century. 


The second period of historical society development was 


' characterized by the founding of state historical societies 


and by the widespread adoption of state support. During the 
sixty years from 1850 to 1910, nearly fifty state societies 
effected organization or reorganization. While several of 
these were in the East, and a few were in the South, the over- 
whelming majority were in the Middle West and the West. 
Every state in the Old Northwest, as well as Kentucky and 
West Virginia, and every state west of the Mississippi River 
except Arkansas (1911) and Louisiana (1836) was directly 
affected through organization, reorganization, or receipt of 
state support for its state historical organization. The second 
period also gave birth to the American Historical Association 
and the Mississippi Valley Historical Association. 

The widespread adoption of permanent state support may 
be said to have had its birth as well as its broad development 
during the second period. While instances of state grants to 
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state historical societies are met with in New York in 1814 and 
1828, in Rhode Island in the 1830’s, and in Louisiana ard 
Maine in the 1840's, it was not until the 1850’s that a numLer 
of permanent or semi-permanent cases of state support are 
found. These include New Jersey and South Carolina in 
the East and South and Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, and Wis- 
consin in the Middle West. The influence of the first three 
is conjectural but the influence of Iowa, Minnesota, and Wis- 
consin in inaugurating permanent state support for their 
state historical societies was marked in the Mississippi 
‘Valley and in the entire West. This is especially true of 
Wisconsin with its State Historical Society (the second one) 
founded in 1849, which became a trustee of the state in 1854 
with ensuing state support. 

The pericd opened auspiciously with nine or ten state 
societies founded or reorganized during the decade of the 
1850's, when Chicago also founded its local society. The 
number dropped to four during the 1860's, when St. Louis 
founded its Missouri Historical Society, and to two during the 
-1870’s. The number rose to four during the 1880's, when the 
Filson Club in Louisville and the American Historical Asso- 
ciation were founded. During the 1890's, however, the num- 
ber of state historical organizations and departments founded 
during a single decade reached fourteen, the highest figure on 
record in one decade and surpassing even the previous high 
record of the 1840's. The number dropped over fifty per 
cent during the next decade. During these sixty years from 
1850 to 1910, local historical societies identified with city or 
county also developed and during the period which followed 
grew rapidly. 

As the decade of the 1890’s is the one in which the 
State Historical Society of Missouri was founded, it is natural 
to conclude that Missouri again, as in the 1840's, was in- 
fluenced by a broad national movement. But, whereas the 
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high tide of historical society foundings in the 1840's was with 
four exceptions east of the Mississippi River, the one of those 
in the 1890’s was with four exceptions west of the Mis- 
sissippl. 

A number of reasons may be advanced why the historical 
society movement became so strong toward the close of the 
century. The most obvious is the exceptional number of new 
states formed during the Jatter 1880’s and“1890’s. Six states 
were admitted in 1889 and 1890, and one in 1896. This cor- 
responds, as well as compares, with five states admitted from 
1845 to 1850, and three in 1858 to 1859. In the 1860’s and 
1870’s only five states were formed and from 1800 to 1840 
only ten states were formed. Of the seven states admitted 
in the 1880’s and 1890’s, four organized state historical socie- 
ties within six years, one within twelve, one within eighteen, 
and one had had a society twenty-four years before becoming 
astate, Another founded its society (1893-1895) shortly after 
becoming a territory (Oklahoma) and twelve years before 
statehood. 

Perhaps such agencies as the Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago in 1893 and the heralded Louisiana Purchase Exposi- 
tion in St. Louis in 1904 stimulated state pride and the desire 
to preserve and make known state history. Possibly, the 
Spanish-American War of 1898 acted favorably on both 
national and state historical society movements, 


It seems more probable, however, that the greatest single 
factor in the successful growth of state historical societies 
during the second period and especially in the 1880's, 1890's, 
and 1900's was the rise between 1850 and 1910 of history and 
political science as disciplinary studies in college and uni- 
versity curricula to a rank comparable with Greek, Latin, 
mathematics, and the physical sciences and the necessity 
of having available source material to work with. The in- 
fluence of the graduate work in Johns Hopkins and other unt- 
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versities in the 1880’s and 1890’s spread rapidly and deeply. 
Professor Andrew C. McLaughlin of the University of Mich- 
igan said in 1900 that only within the last decade the teaching 
‘of history had entered a new and significant phase, that it is 
‘‘pre-eminently the social study,’’ and that its great aim is 
to teach students to reverence truth. This doubtless accounts 
for a number of historical societies being organized in connec- 
tion with state universities. 


While the causes of the accelerated historical society 
movement in the 1890’s are clear both in the nation and in 
Missouri, the occasion which brought matters to a head in 
Missouri in 1898 is conjectural. The commonwealth of 
Missouri, which ranked fifth in population in the 1890's, 
bordered five states and one territory which had state or 
territorial historical societies by the close of 1897. North 
‘Dakota, Oklahoma, and Wyoming had also effected organiza- 
tion two years before, Kentucky had reorganized one year 
before, and Texas and Utah had just founded societies. The 
State possessing both a poem and a song born in 1897 which — 
broadcast ‘I’m From Missouri, And You’ve Got To Show Me”’ 
had nearby precedents for action. And not the least of the 
stimuli were an aggressive state press association, which had 
dominated even the National Editorial Association, and an 
equally progressive state university, whose president and 
faculty soon became nationally known. 


“This Society Shall Be Styled The State 


Historical Society of Missouri”’ 


9 HE FIFTH winter meeting of the Missouri Press Associa- 
tion was held at the New Coates House in Kansas City in the 
year of 1898. On the second day of the session, Friday 
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morning, January 21, E. W. Stephens of the Columbia Herald 
read a speech prepared by President Richard H. Jesse of the 
University of Missouri, who was unable to be present. 


When the reading was finished and comments had died 
away, W. O. L. Jewett of the Shelbina Democrat took the 
floor and proposed that President George W. Trigg of the 
Press Association, and editor of the Richmond Conservator, 
appoint a committee of five to serve as an executive com- 
mittee in preparing plans for the establishment of a state 
historical society which would embrace the whole State. 
The resolution read: 


_ Whereas, It is the sense of the members of the Missouri Press Asso- 
ciation here assembled that this State should have a Historical Society 
embracing the whole state, therefore be it 


Resolved, That the President of this Association appoint a committee 
of five as an Executive Committee to prepare plans for the establishment 
of such a society, which shall report at the next meeting of this Association. 


According to the minutes of the Press Association, H. C. 
Chinn of the Canton News moved to amend the resolution by 
requesting that President Trigg name E. W. Stephens as 
chairman of the committee and that the headquarters of the 
State Historical Society be established at Columbia. Mr. 
Jewett accepted the amendment, and, after some discussion, 
the amended resolution was adopted. 


Both features of the Chinn amendment could have pro- 
ceeded from President Jesse’s address: (1) the address 
had been read by Mr. Stephens of Columbia, who had been > 
president of the board of curators of the University of Mis- 
souri; (2) in his address, President Jesse had expressed regret 
over the widespread geographical distribution of state 
institutions in Missouri and had said, ‘So far as the future is 
concerned every department, commission and bureau of 
government which has for its object scientific, statistical or 
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philanthropic work should be placed in Columbia; while 
these that pertain to administrative work should be located in 
Jefferson City.” | 

The idea of a state historical society centrally located 
to preserve the history and records of the State was not a 
new one. In the 1840's the need for such a society was first 
realized. Later, private associations had existed but they 
had not received widespread support and encouragement and 
had been unable to exert any considerable influence beyond 
the limits of a particular locality. But in this year, 1898, 
the members of the Missouri Press Association, the men who 
recorded history every dav and look ahead to a greater day, 
felt the need of a central depository which would be accessible 
to everyone, wherever he might be. 

The following members of the Press Association were 
appointed by President Trigg as members of ‘‘a committee 
of five as an executive committee to prepare plans for the 
establishment’”’ of a state historical society: E. W. Stephens 
of the Columbia Herald, W. O. L. Jewett of the Shelbina 
Democrat, A. A. Lesueur of the Lexington Intelligencer (also 
serving his third term: as secretary of state), H. E. Robinson 
of the Maryville Republican, and P. S. Rader of the Brunswick 
Brunswicker (also supreme court reporter). The Society's 
first three presidents, from 1898 to 1910, were men who had 
served as members of this committee-—-E. W. Stephens, H. E. 
Robinson, and W. O. L. Jewett. 

For four months this committee studied the question and 
succeeded in framing a constitution and by-laws for a state 
historical society. It. held a meeting in Columbia and the 
objects of the society were brought to the attention of the 
executive board of the University and the hearty cooperation 
of the University authorities was obtained. 

In May, 1898, the Missouri Press Association chose the 
beautiful Crescent Hotel at Eureka Springs, Arkansas, as 
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Photograph Of The Members Of The 
Missouri Press Association Attending 
The Eureka Springs, Arkansas, Conven- 
tion, May 25-27, 1898. Gift Of R. K. 
Jacks, Montgomery City, Missouri, One 
Of The Kleven Living Members Of 1898 
Of The Association And One Of The 
Three Living Members Who Attended 
The Eureka Springs, Arkansas, Conven- 
tion. 


The Winter Convention Of The Missouri 
Press Association Heid At The New 
Coates House In Kansas City, Missouri, 
January 21, 1898, Marked The Incep- 
tion Of The State Historical Society Of 
Missouri. The Founding Of The So- 
ciety Was Completed At The Spring 
Convention Held At The Crescent Hotel 
In Eureka Springs, Arkansas, May 26, 
1898, With The Adoption Of A Consti- 
tution And The Election Of A President 
And A Seeretary. 
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the location for its thirty-second annual meeting. It was the 
first time the editors had ever convened outside the State. 
On Wednesday afternoon, May 25, President George W. Trigg 
called the meeting to order on one of the verandas of the enor- 
mous hotel. 

After several speeches by the editors, Mr. Stephens asked 
society committee. They had conferred with the board of 
curators of the University of Missouri at Columbia and 
received its hearty approval. A room had been set aside in 
Academic Hall to care for all the historical matter which should 
be gathered by the Society. R. M. White of the Mextco 
Ledger stated that President Jesse had taken great interest 
in the proposed State Historical Society and would lend it 
all the assistance in his pewer. 

President Trigg referred the constitution and by-laws 
drafted by the original committee to a special committee of 
three, composed of Walter Williams of the Columbia Herald, 
W. R. Painter of the Carrollion Democrat, and W. B. Rogers 
of the Trenton Republican, for consideration. The next day, 
May 26, on the advice of the committee the members unani- 
mously adopted the constitution and by-laws. E. W. Stephens 

nd Professor Isidor Loeb of the University of Missouri were 
elected president and secretary, respectively, of the Society. 

Such was the humble beginning of an idea that grew 
into a reality. Devoid of fanfare or dramatic impact, the 
State Historical Society of Missouri came into being that day 
in 1898, and the manner of its beginning set the tempo for 
all of the Society's existence—steadfast, avoiding dramatic 
tangents, the Society stuck to its knitting through two wars 
and several depressions and never retreated an inch from the 
progress it so steadily and surelv made. So efficient was the 
frame work outlined by the State’s editors and so devoutly 
did the people connected with the Society believe in its pur- 
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pose that its operation through a half a century has been 
smooth and quiet. 


The procedure followed in founding the State Historical 
Society of Missouri was similar to the action taken in Kansas in 
1875 and in Oklahoma in 1893. In these. three states the 
initiative was exercised by the state (or territorial) press asso- 
ciations, which also adopted the historical societies con- 
‘stitutions and elected their first officers. The framers of 
the constitution of the State Historical Society of Missouri 
quite obviously took that of the Wisconsin society of 1854 
as revised in 1858 as a general guide in brevity and phraseology 
and that of the Oklahoma society, which closely followed that 
of the Kansas society of 1875, in respect to such matters as 
ex-officio and editor members and a larger number of directors. 
Bat, equally prominent in the constitution of the State His- 
torical Society of Missouri were such new features as an 
executive committee composed of trustees rather than 
directors or curators, location of the Society’s headquarters at 
the State University, and both power and responsibility with 
adequate checks and balances lodged in the president, the 
secretary, the executive committee, and the finance com- 
mittee. | 


It is a most adequate and workable constitution and is 
not, seemingly, the product of one man’s mind, for Dr. 
Isidor Loeb, Dr. Frederick C. Hicks (then of the University 
of Missouri), the late Dean Walter Williams, and the late 
E. W. Stephens each told me that he was not the author of it. 
Possibly all the members of the original committee made 
contributions as well as the able educators mentioned. Cer- 
tainly, the constitutions of the state society of Wisconsin 
and of the territorial society of Oklahoma (which was largely 
taken from the state society of Kansas) enriched and guided 
the framers of our own charter. 
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“The State Historical Society of Missouri... 
Shall Be The Trustee Of This State’’ 


des curators of the University of Missouri provided a 
room in Academic Hall for the use of the State Historical 
Society and in their current renort statec that ‘until the means 
of the Society enable it to provide a custodian of relics and 
records, the Professors of History and Political Economy will 
render this service without compensation.” The Society was 
without funds and the necessary expenses of postage and 
printing were defrayed by the University and by the president 
and secretary of the Society. Professor Loeb as secretary 
of the Society devoted such time as he could spare from his 
duties in the University to the inauguration of the work of the 
Society. This was done by his issuing a letter to the editors 
of the State, calling their attention to the purposes of the 
Society and requesting their cooperation and the contribution 
of their papers to the library of the Society. This circular 
met with a cordial reception, as a result of which 203 news- 
papers and periodicals, representing ninety-one counties and 
the citv of St. Louis, were regularly received by this Society. 
The editors of these papers, under the provisions of the con- 
stitution, became members of the Society. Some donations 
of books and pamphlets were also received. This was the 
condition in June, 1899, when Professor Loeb received leave 


of absence from the University until September, 1900, for 


the purpose of study in Europe. As no funds were available 
for securing the services of a secretary, the progress of the 
Society was checked. The papers were still received but no 
efforts could be made in the direction of their preservation. 

During the winter and spring of 1899, however, two signifi- 
cant steps forward had been taken by the Society. On Feb- 
ruary 14, 1899, E. W. Stephens, Perry S. Rader, and Isidor 
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Loeb presented a petition to the Circuit Court of Boone 
County for a pro forma decree for the incorporation of the 
Society. This decree was tendered on February 22nd and the 
articles of incorporation were certified by the secretary of 
state on March 9, 1899. 

Even more important was the second step. The secre- 
tary of the Society drafted a bili making the State Historical 
Society a trustee for the State. This bill passed the Fortieth 
General Assembly and was approved by Governor Lon Y. 
Stephens on May 4, 1899. 

It is clear that the act of May 4, 1899, which governs the 
Society and which makes it a trustee of the State, had its 
origin in the basic law of 1854 governing the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin by way of the law of 1875 governing the 
Kansas State Historical Society and the law of 1895 governing 
the Oklahoma Historical Society. The basic feature of the 
law governing the State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
is that it makes the society a trustee of the state, holding all 
of its property for the commonwealth. The Oklahoma law 
was obvicusly copied from the Kansas law, and the Kansas 
law with some changes is similar to the Wisconsin law. 
The identity of phraseology is quite evident in the law govern- 
ing the historical societies of Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahama, 
while the laws of all three stem from the Wisconsin law. 

By the act of May 4, 1899, the Society, which operates 
under its constitution of 1898, holds all of its property for 
the commonwealth. As was said of the Wisconsin Society 
on its fifty second anniversary, so it may be said of the State 
Historical Society of Missouri on its semicentennial: “‘The 
machinery of the Society serves to remove the management 
of this enterprise from partisan control; the members are men 
of prominence throughout the State, of all shades of political 
and religious opinion; and since its organization there has not 
been even a suspicion of ‘politics’ in the conduct of its affairs. 
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The Society is an institution which all good citizens unite in 
declaring should be free from such baneful influences. The 
work is thus left in the hands of those having a keen interest 
in it, and especially trained to its performance. As for the 
official interests of the commonwealth, they are looked after 
by the governor, secretary of state, and state treasurer, who 
are by law ex-officio members of the executive committee.” 


On the return of Professor Loeb, active work was resumed 
again in September, 1900. Miss Minnie K. Organ, librarian 
of the political science library, University of Missouri, was 
given charge of the library of the Society and the preservation 
of the papers. The interest and enthusiasm of the members 
of the Society were aroused and it was determined that an 
appeal should be made to the Forty-first General Assembly 
for funds to enable the Society to realize the objects for which 
it had been established. The General Assembly responded 
with an appropriation of $4,500 for the biennial period, 
1901-1902, which was approved by Governor Alexander M. 
Dockery. Such was the report of the secretary at a special 
meeting of the Society called to elect trustees and held 
in the Curators’ Room, Academic Hall, in Columbia, on April 
29, 1901. The report also indicated that during the next 
eighteen months the chief work of the Society should be 
directed to increasing its collections and binding its files of 
newspapers, providing temporarily for the work of the 
secretary until a more liberal appropriation was available 
for employing a full-time, well equipped secretary, making a 
beginning in the matter of an historical publication, and 
placing the work on a firm foundation. The course of 
events was soon to strengthen and make effective all save 
one of these proposals beyond the fondest hopes of the Society's 
Supporters. 
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At this meeting of the Society, sixteen trustees were 
elected under the provisions of the constitution: Louis 
Houck, Cape Girardeau; F. W. Lehman, St. Louis; A. A. 
Lesueur, Lexington and Kansas City; John Marens, Harrison- 
ville; F. A. Sampson, Sedalia; H. C. Bell, Potosi; W. O. L. 
Jewett, Shelbina; John E. Organ, Salem; Perry S. Rader, 
Brunswick; W. L. Robertson, Gallatin; William L. Thomas, 
Maplewood; F. M. Crunden, St. Louis; Cornelius Roach, 
‘Carthage; H. E. Robinson, Maryville; R. M. White, Mexico; 
Walter Williams, Columbia. Twelve were outstanding coun- 
try editors, one was an eminent city lawyer, one was a lawyer, 
railroad builder, and eminent historian combined, one was a 
city librarian, and one was a lawyer and a remarkable historical! 
collector. I knew eleven of these men personally; all of them 
have long passed away. President Stephens appointed the 
first Finance Committee at this meeting; R. M. White, 
Mexico; Walter Williams, Columbia; and Perry S. Rader, 
Brunswick. The minutes of the Finance Committee do not 
show that Mr. Rader attended a meeting of the committee 
until December, 1901, and his place was filled that month by 
the appointment of Isidor Loeb, Columbia, who resigned as 
secretary. Before the April meeting adjourned, Water 
Williams was elected treasurer until the next meeting of the 
Executive Committee and several amendments to the con- 
stitution were proposed including one reducing the annual 
dues of members from two dollars to one dollar, all of which 
were later adopted. | 

At the first Finance Committee meeting held on April 29, 
1901, it was the desire that advantage should be taken of the 
experience of other societies, and hence the actual beginning 
of the enlarged activity of the Society was deferred until 
September 1, 1901. Miss Minnie K. Organ, a graduate of 
the State University, was appointed assistant librarian at a 
salary of $60 a month beginning September 1, 1901, and the 
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secretary was to expend not to exceed $125 for the services 
of a stenographer until September 1, 1901. Such were the 
small financial beginnings. | 

- Professor Loeb visited the large historical libraries of 
Kansas and Wisconsin and familiarized himself with their 
work and organization that spring and summer. Miss Organ 
attended the session of the Wisconsin Library School at Madi- 
son to familiarize herself with the largest and most valuable 
historical collection of its kind in the United States. Com- 
petitive bids were being obtained for binding and estimates 
were secured for shelving. More room was asked of the 
University authorities, which request was granted. The 
foundations were being planned that summer and on Sep- 
tember 3, 1901, the secretary reported that $383.15 of the 
Society’s appropriation had been spent to date. He was 
directed to buy the necessary office furniture and a type- 
writer, have the newspapers bound, and prepare a program for 
the Annual Meeting in December. 
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II 
The Foundations, 1901-1914 
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\/HE YEAR 1901 was one of significance in the history 
of the Society. It was a year of such beginnings as the 
first state appropriation made the Society, the first called 
mecting of the Scciety at which the first trustees and the first 
treasurer were elected and the first members of the Finance 
Committee were appointed, the first planned program of work 
for the Society, and the first paid staff employee. It was 
also a year of such foundations as the acquisition of the 
Society’s basic library—the Sampson Collection—the inaugur- 
ation of the Annual Meeting and of the meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee, the election of the first trustees-at-large as 
a result of the adoption of an amendment to the Society's 
constitution, the changing of the dues of annual members from 
$2.00 to $1.00 a vear as a result of the adoption of another 
amendment, the appointment of the members of a Finance 
Committee who decided the Society's policies for a third of a 
century, the election of the first annual pay members and of 
the first honorary member, and the election of the first full- 
time secretary of the Society. While some of the items in 
the two categories could be transposed, there is evidence that 
the vear 1901 marks the end of a three-vear period cf planning 
the inception of the Society and the beginning of a fourteen- 
year period devoted to laying the foundations of its present 
collections and its present activities and accomplishments 
as well as to successfully planning and securing tts present 
home. | 
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Characteristics Of The Period 


COO HE CHARACTERISTICS of the period from 1901 to 1914 
relate to several important phases of the Society’s develop- 
ment. One of the most outstanding features of the fourteen 
years was the concentration of effort on collecting and pre- 
serving the histcrical records of the State. While successful 
in a marked degree in the great field of printed records-— 
books, pamphlets, newspapers, and pericdicals—the pericd 
was one of almost equal accomplishment in the more restricted 
division of archives and in a less degree in the division of 
manuscripts. The new secretary was Missouri’s greatest 
historical collector. He carefully combed the State during 
these vears after having broadly raked it over for more than 
three decades—a total pericd of collecting of half a century 
(1868 1918). While his labors were more limited geographi- 
cally than those of Dr. Lyman C. Draper, secretary of the 
Wisconsin Scciety (1854 1887), Mr. F. A. Sampson, as a 
private collector, secretary of our Society, and later as bibli- 
ographer of the Scciety, performed a comparable work for 
Misscuri. Considering the lateness of Mr. Sampson’s efforts, 


the early dates of Missouri’s territorial and statehood pericds, 


and the limited time during which the State supported his 
work, cne stands amazed at his accomplishments. 


Ancther feature of this period was the dominant influence 
of the editors and publishers of Missouri, especially those 
residing in rural areas. While some of the great names ccn- 
nected with city journalism appear on all of the lists of elected 
trustees and while all of the publishers of city newspapers - 
were members of the Society, the names of country editors 
greatly outnumbered those of the city. Combined, the editors — 
and publishers cutnumbered all others as officers, trustees, mem- 
bers of the Finance Committee, and members of the Society, 
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while they held the office of president during the first eighteen 
years of the Society’s existence. Without the undivided, 
loyal support of this profession, which had founded the Society, 
it is conjectural whether the Society would have survived its 
first two decades. 

A third feature was the putting in practice the theory 
that power and responsibility must be commensurate and 
definite in the management of the Society and in the admin- 
istration of its functions, subject to approval, change, or re- 
jection by the Executive Committee or the Annual Meeting. 
This resulted first in placing the supervisory control of the 
affairs of the Society in the hands of the Finance Committee, 
composed of three trustees appointed annually by the presi- 
dent, and second in making the secretary responsible to the 
Finance Committee for the administration of the functions of 
the Society. The supervisory control of the affairs of the 
Society is too involved and time-consuming to permit any 
other successful repository of power and duty, subject to final 
action by the Executive Committee or the Annual Meeting. 
Supplementary to the development of the power of the Finance 
Committee during this period was the adoption of the practice 
of appointing the same personnel on that body until resigna- 
tion intervened, as in the case of Colonel White (1901-1932) 
who died in 1934, Dean Williams (1901 1934) who died in 1935, 
and Dr. Loeb (1901-1942) who is the only living trustee elected 
in 1901 and who later served the Society as president from 
1944 to 1947. 

A fourth characteristic of the period was the practice cf 
rigid economy. This was necessitated by the modest appro- 
priations, which averaged less than $3,700 a year and even 
at the highest figure for 1913-1914 were only $5,800 annually, 
or less than $500 a month. Every dollar was made to go. 
where it would do the most good. Fortunately, unit prices 
were low. A volume of newspapers could be bound for fifty- 
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five to eighty cents compared with $3.00 today, a stenographer 
and cataloger commanded $30 and $45 a month respectively, 
student help was available at fifteen cents an hour, and the 
forty-hour week was a quarter of a century in the future. In 
general, library operating costs, exclusive of old book prices, 
were about one-fourth of those obtaining today. Yet, even 
this remarkable advantage of those years was more than 
offset by the inadequate support available, which forced the 
adoption of economies that persisted for decades with results 
both favorable and unfavorable to the Society’s progress. 
One of the most unfavorable results was inability to purchase 
out-of-print historical works, some of which owing to their 
limited supply and to greatly increased demand have risen 
ten-fold in price during the last third of a century. Another 
unfavorable result was inability to process or service or pub- 
lish the historical material already assembled with resulting 
loss to the public. 

A fifth characteristic of the period was the planned, re- 
stricted activity cf the Society. Because of financial limita- 
tion, the Society concentrated on a limited number of projects 
rather than starting a large number which could not be cem- 
pleted. In the beginning of a society of this kind it is a temp- 
tation to start work in several directions at once and then 
suddenly discover that neither funds, time, nor space will 
permit the completion of any one project. So it was decided 
to limit activity the first biennium (1901-1902) to the collection 
of historical material and to binding and preserving books 
and newspapers. While these activities were too restricted 
to be adhered to over the years, they gave tone to the period. 
in the field of newspapers, only those published in Missouri 
were accepted. While this was in the interest of economy, 
it was also along a definite line of policy restricting activity 
wherever possible. Aside from historical and geneaological 
magazines, the same practice was followed regarding period- 
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icals. In these two respects, as in some others, the Society 
parted company from its model, Wisconsin. The collecting 
of United States Government publications was strictly limited 
and was later reduced to a negligible minimum to avoid 
duplication of the work of the University library. Biographies 
were restricted to the Missouri field and genealogies to those 
on. Missouri and Kentucky, North Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Virginia. By narrowing the scope of work and by restricting 
activity, the Society was able to perform a number of im- 
portant functions despite otherwise inadequate funds. 

The sixth, and last, characteristic of these years, which 
will be considered here, was the careful planning of the projects 
undertaken. This feature of careful, long-range planning was 
the natural result of the centralization of power and responsi- 
bility in one governing body which was continuous, of econ- 
omy, and of restricted activity. Yet, it is more than a mere 
resultant and is so important in itself that it has persisted 
to this day, notwithstanding the fact that the personnel of 
the Finance Committee has changed, that the Society has 
received greatly increased support, and that it has broadened 
its activity. In fact, Mr. Herbert A. Kellar, Director of the 
McCormick Historical Association, regards this as the out- 
standing characteristic of our Society, the one which has 
made possible much of its success and accomplishments. 
Careful planning of projects had its deep. rooted beginning 
during these years. Nothing was undertaken until the 
Society had the means and ability to continue it. This was 
true in the acquisition of the priceless Sampson Collection 
and the appointment of its invaluable collector and owner as 
secretary of the Society. It was illustrated in the attractive 
and unique display of Missouri newspapers, periodicals, and 
books by Missouri authors at the Louisiana Purchase Exposi- 
tion in St. Louis, which brought to Missouri and the Society 
a grand prize award and resulted in the Society obtaining 
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hundreds of volumes bound by the Missour! World’s Fair 
Commission and in the printing of a catalog of the exhibit 
itself, which the Society prepared. It was true in the found- 
ing of The Missouri Historical Review in October, 1906, 
which has continued publication without a break and tcday 
ranks first in circulation in the historical field in the United 


Siates. 
1625442 
The Sampson Collection 


VV ITHIN six weeks after the Society began effective 
work in September, 1901, with a full-time paid employee, 
assistant librarian Minnie K. Organ, planning and fortune 
took a hand in its history. For there lived in Sedalia a Mr. 
Francis Asbury Sampson, a lawyer by profession, but a col- 
lector at heart, who had spent thirty-four years gathering and 
investigating historical material pertaining to Missouri. His 
private collection of Missouriana was by far the most com- 
plete in existence and even contained many official Missouri 
documents which were missing from the collections in the 
State capitol. At the October, 1901, meeting of the Finance 
Committee, Mr. Sampson agreed to accept the position 
of secretary of the Society and to turn over to the Society 
his collection of 1,886 rare books and 14,280 pamphlets, 


which was the actual foundation of the Society's library 


exclusive of newspapers. Both his collection and his native 
ability to find and assemble historical material were by 
written contract at the disposal of the Society. The agree- 
ment was ratified at the business session of the first Annual 
Meeting of the Society held on December 6, 1901, following 
the first annual meeting of the Executive Committce held on 
December 5, when Dr. Loeb had resigned as secretary and 
Mr. Sampson had been elected secretary. The only funds 
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available for the compensation of Mr. Sampson were $1,000, 
which had been set aside for the purchase of books. It was 
agreed that he should receive a salary of $125 a month for 
the eight months beginning May 1, 1902. 

The Sampson Collection was historically invaluable and 
the most complete in existence. The official publications 
of the State included both the widely coliected laws, journais, 
revised statutes, and well known reports of the administra- 
tive officials, and the more ephemeral reports, bulletins, cata- 
logs, and circulars of boards, commissions, and institutions. 
While the collection was remarkable in covering the field of 
official publications in such a comprehensive way, it was per- 
haps even more remarkable, if not unique in Missouri, in 
its coverage of the printed records of voluntary associations. 
The proceedings of the bar and press and of the medical and 
pharmaceutical professions are examples of one broad divi- 
sion; the proceedings of the State Grange, of such fraternal 
orders as the I.0.0.F. and Masons, religious organizations, 
and clubs and societies had been carefully collected and 
preserved. The published works of Missouri authors, whether 
in book or pamphlet form, had been successfully sought and 
treasured, many bearing the autographs of the donors. 
Although the books in the collection were rare, the pamphlets 
constituted a considerable and truly irreplaceable library 
alone. Both combined in constituting a Missouriana Collec- 
which only aptitude, love, and industry could have assembled 
_in a third of a century. 

The Society’s library soon outgrew the three original 
rooms on the main floor of what is now Jesse Hall and filed 
another large room on that floor. Eventually, four basement 
rooms were set aside.and six wooden partition rooms were 
built by the Society in the corridors of the basement. Even 
the dusty space under a landing and a main stairway to the 
basement was blocked off with ironweb grating for storing 
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boxed papers. The Society was winning another battle, 
people were beginning to save old books, letters, and news- 
papers they once would have thrown away. 


First Annual Meeting 


9 up FIRST annual meeting of the Executive Committee 
was held on December 5, 1901. The following off-cers of the 
Society were elected for a term of three years, 1901-1904: 
president, E. W. Stephens, Columbia; first vice-president, 
Isidor Loeb, Columbia; second vice-president, John W. 
Million, Mexico; third vice-president, W. R. Nelson, Kansas 
City; fourth vice-president, H. E. Robinson, Maryville; 
fifth vice-president, P. S. Rader, Brunswick; sixth vice presi- 
dent, W. O. L. Jewett, Shelbina; treasurer, R. B. Price, 
Columbia; secretary, F. A. Sampson, Sedalia. Dr. Loeb is 
the only living person in this group of first officers. 


Colonel William F. Switzler, Columbia, was elected the 
first. honorary member “‘in recognition of his services in the 
field of Missouri history.” 


President Stephens appointed R. M. White, Mexico: 
Walter Williams, Columbia, and Isidor Loeb, Columbia, 
members of the. Finance Committee. 


The practice of electing members before payment of dues 
resulted in nine persons being chosen at this meeting but 
only three being later enrolled as annual members; the 
460 Missouri editors sending their newspapers had automat- 
ically become members. The first annual members enrolled 
with dues paid in full were: W. C. Breckenridge, St. Louis; 
Redmond S. Cole, Columbia; Miss Ora M. Cupp, Carthage; 
C. A. Ellwood, Columbia; Miss Winifred Johnson, Cape 
Girardeau; J. W. Kilpatrick, Fayette; Isidor Loeb, Columbia; 
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M. T. Moore, Jefferson City; Miss Minnie K. Organ, Salem; 
P. S. Rader, Brunswick; F. A. Sampson, Sedalia; E. M. 
Violette, Kirksville. Of these first twelve annual members 
only Judge Cole, Miss Cupp, and Dr. Loeb are living. 

This completed the transaction of business at the first 
annual meeting of the Executive Committee, in addition to 
ue approval Or ine ayi Ceilienit with Mi. Sailipsvii and ihe 
acceptance of the resignation of Dr. Loeb as secretary. 

The first Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
December 5 and 6, 1901, following statewide publicity in the 
press and local distribution in Columbia of attractive, printed 
broadsides 11x23 inches in size. The first session was held 
in the University auditorium on the afternoon of December 5 
and was devoted to the presentation of five histcrical papers 
on Missouri (later published by the Society) by E. M. Violette, 
H. E. Robinson, F. A. Sampson, Charles M. Harvey, and John 
W. Million. The evening program consisted of an address 
of welcome by President Jesse of the University of Missouri, 
a response by President Stephens of the Society, and “the 
annual address before the Society was delivered by Reuben 
G. Thwaites of the Wisccnsin State Historical Society.”’ 

The business meeting of the Society was held in the 
secretary’ s office on December 6, President Stephens presid- 
ing. Secretary Loeb read the annual report of the Executive 
Committee, which covered much of the history of the Society 
and all of its important activities in considerable detail. In 
referring to the Sampson Collection he modestly said that 
‘“‘as a whole it could not be duplicated anywhere and repre- 
sents a priceless asset of the State which has been secured by 
the expenditure of a relatively insignificant amount of money.” 
He urged the need of. more room and of a building for the 
joint use of the Society and the University library. The 
latter remained on the agenda until near the close of the pericd. 
His recommendations when funds were available included 
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(1) the employment of a cataloger, (2) the publication of 
historical collections, (3) the marking of historical sites, (4) 
the preservation of historical buildings, and (5) the promotion 
of local historical societies—a worthy program not yet com- 
pleted. 


Several important amendments to the Society’s constitu- 
tion were adopted, new trustees were elected to fill vacancies, 
and the first trustees-at-large were elected. The two days 
had been filled with profit and instruction for all concerned 
with the Society and its duties and functions, and the secre- 
tary should have been proud of both his fine report and his 
successful publicity efforts in getting out a crowd. 


First Biennial Report 


eee to the law of 1899 governing the Society, 
which required that ‘“The Execirtive Committee of said society 
shall keep an accurate account of the expenditure of all money 
which may be appropriated for the purpose of the society, 
and report biennially to the governor a detailed statement 
of such expenditure,’ a report for the years 1901 and 1902 
was prepared and printed. This First Biennial Report of 
the Society consisted of fifty pages. The Society’s latest 
report, the Twenty-third Biennial Report issued in 1947, 
consisted of fifty-four pages. A small appropriation in 1901 
and high printing and paper costs in 1947 explain the equiva- 
lent size. The First Biennial Report set a pattern, moreover, 
which was largely followed in arrangement and data presented. 


In addition to the five pages of financial report, in which 
were itemized the one hundred and twenty-two warrants total- 
ling $4,446.96 issued during the biennium closing with 1902, 
two pages were devoted to the law governing the Society and 
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the historical material desired, three pages to the ‘Needs 
of the Society for the Biennial Period ending December 31, 
1904,”’ and forty pages were devoted to the accomplishments 
and work of the Society since its founding in May, 1898, 
and especially since it began effective work in September, 1901. 

The financial report reveals that the salary of a stenogra- 
pher during the summer months was $30 a month, that of 
Assistant Librarian Organ was $60 a month, and that of Secre- 
tary Sampson was $125 a month. Five orders of one thou- 
sand two-cent, printed envelopes cost $106, indicating no 
inconsiderable amount of correspondence carried on. Stu- 
dent labor was available at fifteen cents an hour, and a desk 
and chair, both still in use, cost $23. The warrant to ‘‘R. G. 
Thwaites, traveling expenses account of annual address before 
the Society” carried $24.50 and that to ‘“F. A. Sampson, 
moving library from Sedalia,” $17.95. The traveling expenses 
of R. M. White from Mexico to Columbia and return were 
$3.39, an item which remained unchanged through war and 
depressions for a third of a century. Colonel W. F. Switzler 
received $50 for his file of sixteen volumes of the Missourt 
Intelligencer, 1819-1835, and two volumes of the Columbia 
Patriot, 1841-1843, obviously a token payment for an invalu- 
able donation. 

The Society asked for a biennial appropriation of $16,315, 
the largest amount requested until 1913-1914 and 1915 1916 
when $19,084 and $22,160 were requested respectively. 
It is interesting to see where the money was to be spent. 
For the salaries of three employees, the secretary and librarian, 
the assistant librarian, and a stenographer, and a part time 
newspaper and document clerk, $7,480 was asked. For bind- 
ing, $1,500 was requested. 

For printing the papers read at the annual meeting, 
bulletins, the report, anda quarterly publication, the Society 
asked $1.000. Because of competition with the societies of 
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ether states which had the means to bid on valuable books in 
private collections, the Society asked $1,500 for buying books. 
This was a necessity if the Society was to obtain the volumes 
it needed. 

For employing a force of three catalogers and one copyist 
twenty months to catalog the library, the Society requested 
$9,009. The rest of the money, $1,500, was to be used for 
contingent expenses. 

This is the way the money was to be spent if the $16,315 
was appropriated. As it was, the General Assembly and the 
Governor approved only $5,000 and that sum had to be applied 
to ail the expenses and get similar results. 


Fortunately, the Society received about $2,000 from the 
Missouri World's Fair Commission to cover increased costs in 
connection with the Society’s exhibit. 


For the next biennium, 1905-1906, the Society received 
$7,500, at which figure the appropriation held for 1907-1908 
and 1909-1910. For 1911-1912, the amount was increased 
$500 and for 1913-1914 it rose to $11,600. While this was far 
short of the large sums being appropriated by Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, it was also a long way 
from the $4,500 available in Missouri for 1901-1902. 

The work and accomplishments of the Society during the 
past sixteen months were set forth in the report in both 
summary and detailed form. A miracle in collecting had 
occurred, and regardless of funds, which in this case were very 
limited, it is doubtful if it can ever be repeated. [| know of 
nothing equalling it in the first similar period of time in the 
history of any other historical society. This was due, of 
course, (1) to the fine preparation of the soil and the planting 
of the seed by President Stephens, Secretary Loeb, and their 
associates, especially among the newspaper editors, (2) to the 
wonderful fortune and wisdom of the Society in obtaining the 
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Sampson Collection and the Library of the Natural History 
Society of Sedalia, and (3) to the remarkable ability and in- 
dustry of Secretary Sampson in the field of collecting. 


The record made in collecting newspapers alone was a 
monumental achievement. Three hundred and twenty-six 
bound volumes of old files were donated and eighteen bound 
volumes were bought, a total of 344 bound volumes. four 
hundred and fifty-one newspapers and periodicals representing 
236 communities, 113 counties, and the City of St. Louis 
were being regularly received. 


The record made in obtaining outstanding private collec- 
tions of books and pamphlets was even more significant and 
unusual. Mention has been made of the acquisition of the 
Sampson Collection in October, 1901. 


During the eight weeks between the signing of the con- 
tract in October and its ratification at the Annual Meeting 
in December, Mr. Sampson brought another important addi- 
tion to the library of the new Society.. This was the collec- 
tion of the Natural History Society of Sedalia. While not so 
important historically as the Sampson Collection, it was un- 
usual in quality and included 1,343 books, 3,678 pamphlets, 
and 125 maps and charts. 


Donations now began to pour in, including a new twenty- 
two volume edition of the collected works of Mark Twain 
presented by the distinguished author himself, invaluable 
files of old Missouri newspapers, and books and manuscripts. 
At the end of the biennium, 1901-1902, the library included 
4,675 books, 1,136 bound volumes of newspapers and period- 
icals, 12,873 pamphlets, 4,000 duplicate books, and 12,140 
duplicate pamphlets. 
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The Society At The St. Louis World’s Fair 


(~—=f 

OFT s EARLY as April, 1903, the Finance Committee of the 
Society decided to authorize an exhibit of Missouri news- 
papers and publications at the forthcoming Louisiana Pur- 
chase Exposition, or World’s Fair, to be held in St. Louis in 
1904, and to obtain, if possible, an appropriation for the ex- 
penses of the exhibit from the World’s Fair Commission of 
Missouri. At the meeting of the committee in July, 1903, 
a communication was received from the commission relating 
to an exhibit of newspapers, periodicals, and the literature of 
Missouri and agreeing to spend for such purpose a sum not 
exceeding $2,000, including salary and wages, boxes and 
freight, and the binding of the 1903 newspapers and pericd- 
icals. The Society agreed to assist the commission in making 
the exhibits of our press and literature in accordance. with the 
plans presented. 

The Society decided to do more: it instructed the secretary 
and the assistant librarian to compile A Catalogue of Publica- 
tions By Missouri Authors And Periodicals Of Missouri Of 
1903 In World’s Fair Exhibit In Missouri Building and 
authorized its publication. The booklet as it came from the 
press in 1904 carried a bibliography of the different publica- 
tions by Missourians on display, of which books 216 were by 
Missouri poets, and a list of the Missouri newspapers and 
periodicals of the year 1903 on exhibit. The care taken by 
Mr. Sampson in the compilation of the literary section has 
made of it a reference work of unusual value, while the 
periodical catalog by Miss Organ is still used in checking that 
material in the Society’s newspaper department. 

The year 1904 was a big one for Missouri. The whole 
world was responding to the gay call of ‘Meet me in St. 
Louis,”’ and when the gates were opened to the great Louisiana 
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Purchase Exposition in St. Louis, thousands thronged through 
the modern Bagdad. For the countless people who wandered 
through the Terrace of States, the Missouri Building with its 
golden dome and breathtaking “Spirit of Missouri’ statue 
surmounting it, was the most beautiful building at the fair. 


What a sight it was to stroll through the doors, around 
the handsome rotunda with its briiliant electric fountain, and 
then turn into one of the large halls, there to admire and learn 
of the wonders of the imperial State. Not a few of these 
thousands wandered into the east hall, there to spend many 
hours. 


For here was a sight they had never seen. Newspapers 
of a month’s collection are not an uncommon sight, but 
newspapers by the thousands, all dated for the year 1903, 
impressed the visitors. The 764 newspapers and magazines 
that had been published anywhere in the State for that year 
were gathered into 928 bound volumes. In addition, the State 
Historical Society had been aided by the Missouri Commission 
of the World’s Fair and the St. Louis Public and Mercantile 
libraries in collecting 1,855 books written by Missouri authors. 


The exhibits were awarded a grand prize and Secretary 
Sampson received a silver medal for his work. But far better 
than medais was the friendship the display won from a great 
many Missourians who were not yet aware of the Society’s 
existence and work. 


Then, early on the night of November 20, 1904, it looked 
as though the great work of the State and all the work of the 
State Historical Society would be undone. Fire swept through 
the huge Missouri Building leaving ail behind in a charred 
mass. But for the quick thinking of Walter Williams, who 
organized crews to carry out valuable historica! collections 
during the fire, all might have been lost, but as it was, there 
was an estimated loss of only $20,000. All the periodicals 
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and books of the State Historical Society were saved as again 
fortune smiled in its direction. 


Ten years later, in 1914, the Society prepared on request 
another exhibit of books by Missouri authors for special 
display at the Panama-Pacific International Exposition at 
San Francisco in 1915. 


The Missouri Historical Review 


‘Oe OF THE purposes of the State Historical Society 
was to be a clearing house of Missouri history operating for 
not just a select few but for every person in the State. In 
order to reach the people who could not travel to Columbia, 
the Society realized the necessity of a regular publication 
devoted exclusively to Missouri history. When Secretary 
Loeb presented his report at the first Annual Meeting in 
December, 1901, he regretted that insufficient funds prevented 
the publication of ‘‘Historical Collections” by the Society 
and expressed the hope that this would be possible in the near 
future. While this hope was not realized for five years, the 
Society published two booklets quite worthwhile during this 
time. 


The first historical publication of the Society was issued 
in 1903. It was a paper bound booklet of eighty-five pages 
and carried this title: Proceedings Of The State Historical 
Society Of Missourt At Its Second Annual Meeting Held 
January 22, 1903, At Columbia. Two pages were devoted to 
the business session of the second Annual Meeting, which was 
held in joint session with the Missouri Press Association. The 
resignations of E. W. Stephens as president and Isidor Loeb 
as first vice-president were presented and on motion accepted 
to take effect at the close of the annual meeting. A com- 
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mittee was appointed by President Stephens to present to 
the Society nominations to fill the vacancies. This com- 
mittee, consisting of R. M. White, Isidor Loeb; and Walter 
Williams, reported for president, the Honorable G. G. Vest; 
for first vice-president, H. E. Robinson; and for fourth vice- 
president, W. R. Painter of Carrollton, vice H. E. Robinson. 
The report was adopted. The ill health of former Senator 
Vest prevented his accepting the office of president of the 
Society, his death occurring the next year, and Mr. Robinson 
served as acting president following the meeting until his 
election as president of the Society by the Executive Com- 
mittee on March 8, 1904. 

The remaining pages of this first publication of the 
Society were devoted to the four historical ‘‘Papers’’ presented 
at the second Annual Meeting by Perry S. Rader, W. J. 
Thornton, W. H. Lighty, and Charles P. Johnson. While 
all of the papers are still of interest and value, the long one 
by former Lieutenant Governor Johnson, which was devoted 
to Benton and Blair, is of especial value and is a distinct 
contribution. 

The second of these least known publications of the 
Society was A Catalogue Of Publications By Missourt Authors 

. , 1904, which has already been considered. 

Before 1904 had ended, the Executive Committee at its 
meeting on December 10 directed the Finance Committee 
to consider the publication of a historical quarterly. The 
trustees of the Society may have felt optimistic over the forth- 
coming appropriation as a result of the work done by the 
Society both in Columbia and in St. Louis. In any event, 
state support increased from $5,000 for 1903-1904 te $7,500 
for 1905-1906. 

A year later, in December, 1905, the Finance Com- 
mittee appointed a committee on publication of ‘'a quarterly 
historical magazine,’’ consisting of Walter Williams, Isidor 
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Loeb, Jonas Viles, and F. A. Sampson. Dr. Loeb was asked 
to present the matter of such a publication by the Society to 
the history section of the State Teachers Association, which 
body endorsed the publication. In June, 1905, a new com- 
mittee consisting of F. A. Sampson, Isidor Loeb, and Jonas 
Viles Vices fader ted on publishing a historical magazine. 
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torical Review, a quarterly, came from the press and compli- 
mentary copies were sent to the seventy annual and the 
626 editorial members of the Society. The first issue outlined 
the purposes of the Society, asked for historical contributions 
for the Review, and contained five articles, a bibliography, 
and a section devoted to notes. From October, 1906, to 
April, 1915, (Volumes I-IX, No. 3) the Review was edited by 
Secretary Sampson under a Committee on Publication, con- 
sisting of Jonas Viles, Isidor Loeb, and Mr. Sampson. With 
the July, 1915, issue the Publication Committee was abolished 
and the magazine appeared under the editorship of the new 
secretary, Floyd C. Shoemaker. 


The Mississippi Valley Historical Association 


ey ape 

@Q- opaAyY few people know that the State Historical Society 
of Missouri was one of the seven original organizations which 
founded the Mississippi Valley Historical Association. Fewer 
still know that Missouri’s F. A. Sampson became president 
of the Association for the period during which permanent or- 
ganization was being planned. 

On October 17 and 18, 1907, seven key men representing 
the six state historical societies of Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Montana, and Nebraska, and the state historical 
department of Iowa met at Lincoln, Nebraska, “for the 
purpose of considering plans for effecting a permanent or- 
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ganization for the advancement of historical research and the 
collection and circulation of historical material in these western 
states,’ according to the letter of invitation extended by 
Clarence S. Paine, secretary of the Nebraska Society. At 
that meeting Mr. Sampson was elected temporary president 
and a temporary constitution was adopted. 

‘The constitution was one submitted by Mr. Paine. It 
provided that ‘‘The name of this organization shall be The 
Mississippi Valley Historical Association,” that ‘The object 
of the Association shall be to promote and popularize historical 
study and research and provide a plan of cooperation for the 
local and State Historical Societies of the Mississippi Valley,”’ 
and that ‘active members shall be limited to those who are 
officers or heads of departments of local or State Historical 
Societies.’ 

On December 28 and 30 of that year, the Association 
met in Madison, Wisconsin, at the time of the meeting of the 
American Historical Association in Madison. ‘‘The meeting 
was Called to order at 2:30 P. M. by President F. A. Sampson; 
and the minutes of the meeting of October 18, 1907, were read 
and approved.” The constitution adopted at Lincoln was 
considered section by section and two significant modifica- 
tions were made which changed the fundamental character 
of the organization. 

As finally adopted at Madison, Sections II and III of the 
constitution read: 

II. Object. ‘‘The object of the Association shall be 
to promote historical study and research and to secure 
cooperation between the historical societies and the depart- 
ments of history of the Mississippi Valley. 

III. Membership. ‘‘Any one interested in the study of 
Mississippi Valley history may become an active member 
upon payment of the dues hereinafter provided.” 
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On December 30, 1907, the permanent organization came 
into being. The original plan of the seven founders as adopted 
ten weeks previously at Lincoln, Nebraska, had succeeded 
beyond their expectations and purposes. Instead of a Mis- 
sissippi Valley Historical Association composed of historical 
society officers, an organization had been founded composed 
Of alt peisoiis interested in the study of Mississippi Valley 
history. 

Twenty-five years later, in 1932, the State Historical 
Society of Missouri and the University of Missouri extended 
a joint invitation to the Mississippi Valley Historical Asso- 
ciation to have its 1934 spring meeting in Columbia. The 
invitation was accepted and a successful meeting was held. 


Society Adopts Resolution Of Formal Assent 
To The Law Of May 4, 1899, And Agrees 
To Hold All Of Its Property As 
Trustee For The State 


pe THE eighth Annual Meeting of the Society, held in 
Columbia on December 14,°1908, President W. O. L. Jewett 
presiding, Dr. Isidor Loeb presented from the Finance 
Committee the following preambles and resolution: 


“Whereas, the General Assembly of the State of Missouri passed 
‘An Act Creating ithe State Historical Society, a trustee for the State, pre- 
scr bing its duties and defining its powers,’ which act was approved May 4, 
1899, 

And, Whereas, the State has ever since said date supported the State 
Historical Society of Missouri as the official Society of the State, and the 
taid Society has performed the duties prescribed by said act; 

And, Whereas, it is desirable that the acquiescence and agreement 
which the said Society has made with the aforesaid legislation of the State 
shall be definitely placed upon record; 
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Be it Resolved, that this Society hereby formally assents to the 
action of the General Assembly as contained in said act of May 4, 1899, 
and agrees to hold all of its property as trustee for the State, and to per- 
form the other duties prescribed in said act.” 


On motion of Dr. Loeb the above preambles and resolu- 
tion were unanimously adopted and ordered spread upon the 
minutes of the Annual Meeting. 


At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Society 
held on the same day, Dr. Loeb presented the identical pre- 
ambles and resolution, which were on motion also adopted and 
ordered spread upon the minutes of that body. 


The Library 
ox 


OF THE Close of 1914, after fourteen years of intensive and 
devoted work by all, the library of the Society had grown to 
26,539 accessioned books and 14,000 pamphlets, a total of 
40,539 separate titles, and 100,000 duplicate official publica- 
tions of Missouri. The total of accessioned books included 
6,135 bound volumes of Missouri newspapers, of which 
850 volumes were of old files issued before the founding of the 
Society. 

The collections of separate titles of books and pamphlets 
had been obtained from public spirited Missourians living in 
every part of the State. Some had given just a pamphlet, 
others scores of books, a number had presented hundreds of 
volumes, and several, thousands of items. A relatively small 
number had been bought. Through the efforts of all of the 
people, a State Historical Society of Missouri was being built. 

The first seven biennial reports of the Society for these 
fourteen years alone make a volume of 333 pages, of which 
eighty per cent deal largely with acquisitions of material. 
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Page after page present statistical data and list the names of 
donors. . 

In 1905, the Finance Committee authorized the secretary 
to go to Marshall, Missouri, to see Judge W. B. Napton re- 
lating to the Society’s obtaining the manuscript letter books 
of Brigadier General Thomas A. Smith, an outstanding officer 
after’the’ War of 1812 in the Upper and Lower Mississippi 
Valley, being in command of the Western Military Depart- 
ment, later receiver of the U. S. Land Office at Franklin, and 
owner of a large tract of land in Saline County. Seven 
volumes of manuscript copies of letters and orders sent by him 
and of reports and letters received by him were donated by 
his grandchildren, the owners of a truly priceless collection. 

In 1911, the Society’s archives received a tremendous 
gain when Dr. Jonas Viles, a trustee and officer of the Society, 
procured 115,000 State archives from the ruins of the capitol 
fire in Jefferson City. The archives, sent to Columbia by 
freight car, were partly charred, partly complete, and all 
soaking wet from water and ice. Part of the time of Dr. 
Viles and Assistant Librarian Shoemaker during the winter 
and spring of 1911 was spent drying out the precious papers 
covering a period of three-quarters of a century and in assem- 
bling them in some order. They were then reboxed and stored 
away. A quarter of a century later, in the 1930's, they were 
indexed, put in steel filing cases, and added to the collections. 

Contrary to what might be thought, the collection of 
duplicate official publications of Missouri was an achievement 
second only to that of the separate titles. From the attics 
and basements of scores of old courthouses, a considerable 
portion of these priceless official publications had been 
assembled. Saving them from ultimate destruction for use 
in libraries over state and nation was a service that will 
continue to yield high returns for decades in the future. The 
larger portion came, of course, from the administration of the 
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law governing the Society, which provided that sixty copies 
of ail state publications should be given to the Society for 
preservation and exchange with other states. 

But let us stop and note how the library looked to the 
casual observer during these fourteen years. On a first glance 
in the reading room a visitor beheld a pioneer rifle sent by a 
farmer to the Society. Near this was an old spinning wheel, 
farther on, a frame containing some of the small denomina- 
tions of paper money in use many years ago. Close at hand 
were two steel cases filled with Missouri state, county, and 
city histories, while around one wall were wooden shelves 
filled with Missouri official publications. 

At two long tables in the center of the room students were 
poring over books, old documents, and newspapers. Over 
in the corner at his roll-top desk sat Mr. Sampson, his graying 
hair cevered by a black skull cap. He could sit for hours and 
answer questions about the material in the library without 
ever consulting a book. His remarkable memory made it . 
possible for him to reach out and touch any document in the 
library and tell what it contained. He, but he alone, had little 
or no need of a modern catalog. 

Beyond the tables were some newspaper stacks filled with 
old Missouri files and in a long, narrow passageway facing the 
wall were the works of Missouri authors. Everything written 
by Missourians which could be acquired by the Society found 
its way to these shelves. 

An open doorway led into the office of the assistant 
librarian with its single outside window and many running 
feet of plain board book shelves around the wall. Here were 
filed in red pamphlet boxes the printed minutes of associations 
and churches, the bulletins and catalogs and year books of 
schools and colleges, the printed speeches and addresses of 
Missourians, the reports of railroads, and the literature of 
many fields of individual culture and activity. 
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From this room another open doorway led to a ‘‘dark’”’ 
room, where the hundreds of Missouri newspapers and peri- 
iodicals were received and filed. 

By 1914, five more rooms were given over to the Society’s 
collections, making a total of fourteen rooms at its command, 
and still the increasing accumulations were crowded. Finally 
in desperation some of the less consulted newspapers, boxed 


and ready for the bindery, were stacked beneath the east stairs 


leading to the basement. This solution to the problem of 


space had its disadvantages, however. An abandoned elevator 
shaft had already been preempted by the Society. Such was 
life in the days of 1901-1914. 

Of the fourteen rooms occupied by the State Historical 
Society in Academic Hall, three in the basement were used for 
bound volumes of current Missouri newspapers, one for the 
county press, one for St. Louis newspapers, and one for Kansas 
City, St. Joseph, Springfield, Joplin, Carthage, Hannibal, and 
other city dailies. For a long time the Society struggled 
along with make-shift box shelves until board shelving could 
be paid for. The other basement rooms were used for the 


duplicates of Missouri official publications, United States 


documents, and the published documents of other states. 


The Staff 


lee WoRK of any depository is an endless process con- 
sisting of the all-inclusive tasks of acquisition, preservation, 
processing, servicing, and publication. In the work of a 
histcrical societv one of the most important jobs is also the 
most interesting to the public—that of acquiring newspapers, 
pamphlets, books, and manuscripts for the library. But 
these same newspapers, pamphlets, books, and manuscripts 
must be classified, cataloged, preserved, and bound, and put 
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away before they can be of any use. Each process is expen- 
sive and time consuming, and the servicing is even more 
expensive and is continuous with the life and use of the 
collections. 


Contrary to the popular idea, a historical library does not 
merely acquire all of its material, catalog it, and put it away. 
Newspapers, books, and manuscripts are continually being 
added and the process is in continual operation. If books are 
torn or paper decaying, they must be preserved. If they 
are to be of any use to the public, they must be cataloged 
and indexed. If the public is to be reached, research workers 
must go through the material !to find interesting items, 
compile articles, and select documents for publication. 


It is one thing to collect material, and quite another 
to make it accessible to the public. The task of classifying 
the Society’s rapidly growing accumulations soon became an 
urgent need. The limited funds at the command of the 
Finance Committee in the early years prevented it from 
increasing the full-time staff of two persons and the part- 
time hour help of a student at $15 a month. In the year 
1908, an arrangement was made with the University to begin 
a card catalog at joint expense of the two institutions for 
the benefit of the users of both libraries. This proved helpful 
and in 1909 the agreement was renewed. 


The pressure of work in the University library, however, 
prevented its being able to forward the cataloging work in the 
Society. The restricted rate of progress made the Society 
realize that it would require years to complete the catalog. 
The joint arrangement was discontinued in 1911. Two years 
later, in September, 1913, Miss Mary E. Edwards was em- 
ployed as cataloger at $45 a month, the third full-time mem- 
ber of the staff. Her salary was raised to $50 a month after 
her first year’s employment. 
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The part-time, hour help of students was increased 
during 1911-1912 to take care of some of the increased work 
in shelving material in the basement rooms and in carrying 
on the expanding correspondence. 

The only change in the original staff of two persons, 
aside from the employment of Miss Edwards as cataloger in 
1913, was the resignation of Miss Organ on August i, 1910, 
to do graduate work and to re-enter the profession of teaching, 
and the appointment of Floyd C. Shoemaker of Bucklin, 
Missouri, a graduate student of the University of Missouri, 
as assistant secretary and assistant librarian of the Society, 
effective on August 1, 1910. The salary of the new assistant 
was $700 a year from the Society and $300 from the Uni- 
versity for giving not more than five hours a week during 
the regular school year to teaching in the department of 
political science. In July, 1912, the salary was raised to $1,200 
a year and he severed his connection with the University 
and devoted all of his time to the Society. 
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Oy 1902 the State Historical library filled four rooms. 
The University library, also housed in Academic Hall, had 
almost reached its saturation point and in 1901 had requested 
funds for a library building. 

In January, 1903, the Board of Curators of the University 
in its Biennial Report asked the General Assembly to begin 
_ the erection of a library building to cost, when completed 
E 2600,000 “for the accommodation of the books of the Uni- 
_ versity and of the collections of the State Historical Society 
now lodged in certain rooms in the Academic Hall.”” The 
Report added: ‘‘The State Historical Society, which is the 
child of the Missouri Press Association, joins the University 
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in a request for the erection of this building . .. Can the 
Forty-second General Assembly, in answer to the plea of the 
University, of the Historical Society, and of the Missouri 
Press Association, lay the foundation of the library?” 

At the same time, in its First Biennial Report, presented 
in January, 1903, the State Historical Society urged favorable 


am seen 


consideration of the request for a library building for the 
joint use of both libraries. It pointed out that: ‘The 
younger and less wealthy State of Wisconsin has erected a 
magnificent structure [costing $580,000] for the joint use of 
the Wisconsin Historical Society and the Wisconsin Uni- 
versity Library,” and then added, ‘‘Missouri should not 
neglect the opportunity to erect a similar historical monu- 
ment.’ Such was the beginning of the long struggle to find 
a proper home. 

At the November, 1903, meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee a resolution was adopted requesting the Honorable 
John B. Henderson of Washington, D. C., formerly Congress- 
man and United States Senator from Missouri, to request of Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie a library building for the Society or for the 
Society and the University. In the Second Biennial Report 
of the Society for 1903-1904, President H. E. Robinson de- 
voted especial attention to the pressing needs both of the 
State and of the Society for ‘fan adequate fireproof library 
building,’ citing the calamitous destruction of Missouri’s 
state archives in the capitol fire of 1837 and pointing to Wis- 
consin as an example of providing proper housing for historical 
records. 

Each year made the space problem more acute. Then 
in April, 1905, the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States paid into the treasury of Missouri $475,198.13 on 
account of Missouri’s claim for interest and other expenses 
paid in connection with loans procured in raising troops 
employed in concert with the Federal authorities during the 
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Civil War. From that time, until the money was finally 
appropriated equally to the 114 counties of the State and the 
city of St. Louis for road improvement in 1907, the Society 
staged an active campaign, backed by most of the newspapers 
in the State and the patriotic organizations of the Civil war, 
to secure the sum to erect a Missouri Soldiers’ Memorial 
Duiiding, which wouid nouse the library of the State Historicai 
Society, a State museum, and the University library. 

Pamphlets and folders urging the erection of a permanent 
and lasting memorial to the soldiers were circulated throughout 
the State. It was proposed that such a building would 
be not only beautiful but useful. An act was drafted for 
passage in the legislature. It was urged that Missouri, 
which ranked fifth in population, take its position with Wis- 
consin, which ranked thirteenth. It was pointed out that 
Missouri’s opportunity was unique and that to no other state 
had it been given to erect a common monument to the Blue 
and the Gray, a memorial to the 150,000 Missourians who 
fought in the Civil War. But this plan, like the others, 
failed. | 

A similar proposal was under consideration at this time 
in Kansas. By an act of Congress $97,466.02 was appro- 
priated to that state for expenses incurred in equipping its 
soldiers in the Federal cause during the Civil War and $425,- 
065.43 for expenses incurred in repelling invasions of Con- 
federates and suppressing Indian hostilities. The state 
legislature appropriated the money for the Kansas Memorial 
Building, the home of the Kansas State Historical Society, 
of which the cornerstone was laid on September 27, 1911, 
and which was dedicated on May 27, 1914. It was com- 
pleted at a cost of about $600,000. | 

The rapidly mounting accumulations of historical records 
by the State Historical Society of Missouri soon made action 
‘Mperative. At the tenth Annual Meeting of the Society, 
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held on December 20, 1911, President William Southern, Jr., 
being in the chair, the secretary was directed to gather data 
on buildings and rooms of the different historical societies and 
the appropriations made them. The next year, President 
Southern announced in the Sixth Biennial Report of the Society 
that the Missouri Press Association at its last meeting in 
Hannibal in August, 1912, by a unanimous vote placed itseif 
on record as favoring the erection by the State of a fire- 
proof library building for the joint use of the two libraries. 
Then, the editors of Missouri individually spoke out freely 
for such a home for the Society in their editorials, calling espe- 
cial attention to the fact that two destructive fires in the 
state capitol had destroyed valuable public documents, files 
of which were now accessible only in the library of the State 
Historical Society. 

During the years, the University was also increasingly 
feeling the pinch for space. Year after year it requested 
funds to build the central part of a library building. When 
the University made its final request in January, 1913, it 
stated in its Biennial Report of the Board of Curators that 
“the greatest need in the way of buildings at the University 
today is that of a fireproof library building to house the 
books and pamphlets of the University, and of the State 
Historical Society . .. . for the University library is alone 
worth as much as the building will cost, and the records of 
the State Historical Society in many cases could not be 
replaced at any cost 29.04" 

The request for $200,000 to build the central part of a 
library building and for $75,000 for a site was presented by 
President A. Ross Hill of the University of Missouri at a 
hearing before a joint session of the House and Senate appro- 
priations committees in the temporary State capitol in the 
winter of 1913. Assistant Secretary Shoemaker also appeared 
before the committees, endorsed the request on behalf of the 
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Society, and explained the Society’s needs for space and 
protection from fire—an unusually propitious occasion as the 
state government itself had only recently lost its home in the 
capitol fire of 1911. Both Dr. Hill and Secretary Shoemaker 
made clear that while the Historical Society would be provided 
a home in the central part of the proposed library building, 
ihe plan agreed on by built institutions was to devote ihe 
west wing when erected to the University library and the east 
wing to the Society and its collections. 

The appropriation made the University of Missouri by 
the Forty-seventh General Assembly included $200,000 for 
a library building and $75,000 for a site, which amounts 
were approved by Governor Elliott W. Major. As 1913 and 
1914 were years of low prices, the central part of the library 
if built today would cost more than $500,000. The State 
Historical Society of Missouri had at last secured a proper 
home. The news was hailed with great joy by all the members, 
trustees, and officers of the Society, and especially by the 
secretary and assistant secretary who had crowded news- 
papers and books into every available space. 

At the twelfth Annual Meeting of the Society, held on 
November 19, 1914, Dr. Loeb reported on the new library 
building then under construction and the rooms assigned the 
Society. The arrangement agreed upon was that the Uni- 
versity would take care of the administration of the building 
and would provide rooms for the needs of the Society, free 
of any charge for maintenance, etc. The following resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted and a copy was ordered sent 
to Dr. A. Ross Hill: 


“Resolved, The State Historical Society of Missouri desires to express 
to the President and the Board of Curators of the University of Missouri 
its sincere appreciation of the University’s liberal treatment of the Society 
in the past, and of its generous provision for the needs of the Society in the 
new Library Building.” 
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Membership 


eee the period from 1901 to 1914 inclusive the 
Society’s membership had two phases of development. 
The first phase extended through 1906, during which years the 
annual, or pay, members increased from twelve to seventy and 
the editor members, from 451 to 626. The first honorary 
member was William F. Switzler of Columbia, who was so 
elected for life at the first annual meeting of the Executive 
Ccmmittee held on December 5, 1901, in recognition of his 
services in the field of Missouri history. Other honorary 
members elected during these first years were: T. J.C. Fagg, 
Louisiana and St. Louis; Odon Guitar, Columbia; William 
M. Paxton, Flatte City; and Thomas Shackelford, Glasgow. 
The second phase extended from 1907 to 1914 inclusive. 
The publication of The Missouri Historical Review, begun 
in October, 1906, increased interest in the Society, which was 
reflected in the annual membership. During 1907-1908 a 
total of 393 annual members were enrolled, or an average 
enrollment of 300 annual members a year. The total for 
1913-1914 increased to 538, or an average of 450 annual 
members a year. The number of editor members rose to 
681 in 1914. J. West Goodwin of Sedalia was elected an 
honorary member in 1908, making him the sixth Missourian 
so honored. In 1907, seventeen persons were elected corres- 
ponding members, of whom seven resided outside Missourt 
and were associated as officers with state historical societies 
in the Mississippi Valley and ten lived in Missouri and had 
contributed through their lives or writings to Missouri 
history. 
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Society, 1915-1940 


OF FTER sixteen years of planning and laying the founda- 
tions, the members of the Finance Committee assisted by the 
officers, trustees, and members of the State Historical Society 
of Missouri, succeeded in obtaining a proper home for its 
already priceless collections and a center for its expanding 
activities. Despite the lateness of the hour, much had 

een accomplished and almost a miracle had been performed. 

Missouri had a functioning state historical society, well 
governed, economically operated, and quite successful within 
important, limited fields. Its critics were few, as were its 
sturdy supporters, despite its many friends. As the late 
Dr. Jonas Viles, a trustee, remarked at that time: ‘“The 
trouble with the Society in Missouri is not opposition but 
indifference.” 

During the next twenty-six years indifference changed to 
appreciation and pride. These were the years which the 
Society devoted to building a great state-wide organization 
and a balanced historical library, to publishing a magazine 
and documentary volumes of nation-wide repute, and to plac- 
ing its facilities and services at the disposal of the peorle of 
the State. 3 

While the period from 1915 to 1940 inclusive, the longest 
in the Society’s history, is one of integrated growth, progress, 
and activity throughout and is characterized by permanent 
accomplishments, it is also one of unusual experimentation, 
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of trying out new ideas, and of freshness of approach in plan- 
ning and executing new projects. The first features link it 
with the preceding years from 1898 to 1914 inclusive, although 
gathered momentum and increased support make striking 
comparisons in most fields of activity. The characteristics 
of experimentation and originality of projects sharply differ- 
cntiate it from the eailier years and definitely iink it with 
those of the 1940’s. 

The period itself falls into three sub-periods, each with 
outstanding features and all three closely integrated. From 
1915 to 1919 new blood poured into the Society through a 

different type of president and secretary and through members 
and a staff. These combined with a new home presented 
opportunities and choices for decision by the members of the 
Finance Committee, who continued to decide the policies and 
direct the broad course of the Society. 

From 1920 to 1930 the effects of the invigorating influence 
of the previous half decade and of continuing infiltration of new 
blood stimulated ideas, which with increased appropriations 
resulted in experimentation and new projects. The fruits were 
permanent contributions in collections, publications, and 
public service. 


The new work begun during the previous decade and the 
trained staff built up then formed the warp and woof of the 
years of the 1930’s. It was a decade of consolidation and 
solid expansion as remarkable as the years of the 1920’s were 
in new work. 


The Year 1915 
&r 


¢ * . ‘ . 
V9 HE YEAR 1915 marked the beginning of the new period of 
building a state historical society. It marked the removal 


of the Society’s headquarters and collections to the new home 
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of the Society in the library building of the University of 
Missouri, the election of F. A. Sampson as bibliographer, the 
election of Floyd C. Shoemaker as secretary and librarian, 
and the holding of the Society’s first Annual Dinner. It 
also marked the adoption of the first regulations governing 
the use of the Society’s quarters by the public and the drawing 
of a warrant on the Membership Fund for $150 for purchase 
of a set of Thwaites’ Jesuit Relations, the largest single book 
purchase made down to that date and the second for an 
amount over $100, the first having been made in 1911 for 
$116.50 for a set of Thwaites’ Early Western Travels. 

Moving everything into the new home in the monthof 
August was no light task, but it was accomplished with the 
help of students working on hour time. One of these students, 
Ivan H. Epperson, became a member of the staff and then lost 
his life in World War I, another, R. L. Howard, is now pro- 
fessor of law in the University of Missouri, still another, Rush 
H. Limbaugh, became a lawyer, legislator, and third vice- 
president of the Society, and a fourth, D. M. Warren, is a 
banker, editor, and member of the board of regents of the 
University of Texas and a life member of the Society. While 
some of the collections later took years to get organized, 
there was no break in the use of the classified titles during the 
change of homes, several research workers even continuing 
their studies on regular scheduled hours. 

The Historical Society occupied two rooms on the main 
or first floor of the library building, one of which was and 
still is used as the reference reading room and the other as an 
office for the secretary and a stenographer and the bibliog- 
rapher—late divided into two offices, the secretary’s and the 
stenographers’. In addition to the two first floor rooms, the 
Society’s quarters included four rooms in the basement, one 


for the newspaper assistant and the current newspapers, a 


second for the cataloger and the exchange assistant and 
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books, a third for bound newspapers, and a fourth for official 
Missouri duplicates. The basement floor of the book stacks 
was also assigned the Society for its ene of separate titles, 
both cataloged and uncataloged. 

The amount and arrangement of space were a great im- 
provement but it wasn’t long until it filled up and space was 
again sought. 

A big ceremony was held when President A. Ross Hill 
of the University dedicated the library building on January 6, 
1916. Lieutenant-Governor William R. Painter represented 
the State Historical Society. For the University the new 
building was significant because it relieved its space conges- 
tion. For the Historical Society it meant room to breathe 
and a fireproof home for its collections. It was, indeed, the 
opening of a new era for both libraries. 

The main part of the library building was all that was 
available until 1936, when the west wing, erected for the 
University library, was completed and additional room in 
both the main part and the west wing was assigned to the 
Society. The new space consisted of a newspaper reading 
room and a newspaper stack floor in the basement, and a 
catalog room on the first floor and a first floor book stack. 
Between 1915 and 1936, pressure for newspaper shelving space 
had necessitated partitioning off a room in the basement 
fanroom and building shelving in the basement corridors. 

In 1915, Mr. Sampson, pressed by seventy-three years of 
activity, laid down his position as secretary and took up 
instead the less strenuous task of bibliographer of the Society. 
His aptitude, experience, and ability in the field of bibliography 
had been recognized even before he became associated with 
the Society. In 1890 he had compiled bibliographies of the 
publications of the Missouri State Horticultural Society and 
of the Geological Survey of the State of Missouri. As early 
as 1901 his ‘‘Bibliography of Missouri” had appeared in print, 


teeta Yo isto. Sisko ae eT 


isioie +08 dtl « bre eveayseena baisois sol brisl) 5 does up. a 
etasie slood, alt to x00 ragsthaaed ‘ett eas: | 
Moos Hasteaste to sar att mH ei ee penier ti 


: seany: stoesoage lodromégetens bine ctaubens. bat 
enw ong hie. uy ae BY Fan strte ant Sawn h tud Inontovprq 
: es ae iigpioa nisgs 

i ind hs paste we wae baa Sow Yoometies gid A” 
a yreunel fo, catblivd qustdif silt baygaibeb viliovt a oat to 
enon ngsate’d «A ew AOA VOD- icanotnaiT Diet 
wer ori yilasvinl: ay 104 SSIe., livin 4 ste92 gilt 
eoynog sogqe ai bevatled sf sepkosd MBIiingia ap yniblind 
aiasid oF aidor dozoin di -ytsiode Teohtieth odd 10'F © 0089 
oda cboebial env x1 anditosoo. aff 96} ornoxt loouyart « bas 
eotinidl ied adhers von 5 to aninogo 

‘Raw, sii tig enw gniblind: stasil ade to req sism oT 7 
oly 101 balosw .aniw Jovy ort meiby MEO! fitny sidelisvs va 
ni moot Innditibbs has. betslqmas enw peisxdil ywsierovind 
ort 03 bengtvs atv ontw tesy BAY bus dep nine orlt dyad 
gnibest teqegewon gs to beteladod: sa8q2 won ofT session2 
& bas Joomeaad oA ooh opie toghypwon & bas ‘rider 
ote dood 2008 ters bis. .00lf tan sly to etO01 golatss 
vapqe woiv lore xoqaqewon OY: SCOOT PERL fits BCT asawied 
inenistad sds: nl nerooy © Re amnewiieia boiskessoon bed 
robin d. troameescd ous ti gniviaile: ae bes ivooruerad 
 Wersorz gordl- adie ‘ed ‘begeartdy’ if Ome ict EOE gl 
qu toad bre itktowse2 as nol jiade,. ent pie tiv 
ft9ine? otly Wo iedoergclldid 16 yeni fassnied 
ydqsiaoitdid to\bioa Silent yids bine: x 191 ia 
ot sisal ened orl a oN hae 


Isidor Loeb F,. A. Sampson 
1898-1901 1901-1915 


vereresernemmepers ssp i ocb3t) aneep! 


CREM 8 


Floyd C. Shoemaker 
1915- 


SECRETARIES OF THE SOCIETY 
1898-1948 


ia 
A 
¢ 
i 
' * 
> 
: 
¥ 


tga AS ' 
% 
' > 
; x 
; é ne 
i dodo 
oly = yearly a7 init 1% 
Lo A * i i V4 ‘ 


ts i 
’ 
1 J ¢ “4 
Coe het fda! 
TRIO 
i \ Oude & ’ 
SA Ws 
y Lie a 
4 ae + hs 
eae! Vay ron ta a ) int 


pepe. we pd Sb hi oi- oe pal -2 


| | », > 
You) mabiel 


oy REE us. ee ss 
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TREASURERS OF THE SOCIE LY 
1898-1948 


Walter Williams was treasurer of the society for seven months prior 
to the election of Mr. Price. 


Ro Earice, jr... wae: last elected for a term ending at the Annual 
Meeting in 1950. 
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followed by his work on the publications of Missouri authors 
in 1904. Part III of Bowker’s noted bibliography, Srfate 
Publications, . .. . Western States and Territories, appeared 
in 1905, with forty-three pages compiled by Mr. Sampson 
and devoted to Missouri, the largest number given to any of 
the states in this volume. Special bibliographies from his 
peik were also published in The Missourt Gistorical Review 
and included bibliographical work on Missouri official publica- 
tions, Missouri biography, slavery and the Civil War in Mis- 
souri (jointly with W. C. Breckenridge), books of travel in 
Missouri, the New Madrid and other earthquakes in Missouri, 
and the Missouri Press Association. 

Owing to ill health and advanced age, Mr. Sampson was 
relieved of part of his duties and was placed on part time 
service in 1917. He died on February 4, 1918, and a resolu- 
tion of appreciation of his contributions and services was 
adopted by the Society and included in its minutes. For 
fifty years he had served the people of Missouri as the greatest 
collector and bibliographer of their historical records. 

On May 5, 1915, when Mr. Sampson became bibli- 
ographer, Floyd C. Shoemaker, assistant secretary and 
assistant, librarian since August, 1910, was elected secretary 
and librarian. Mr. Shoemaker graduated from the Kirksville 
State Normal School in 1906 and received the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Missouri in 1909 with 
Phi Beta Kappa honors. He received his master’s degree in 
the field of politicai science from the University in 1911. 
The honorary degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred on him 
by Central College at Fayette in 1942. 

Mr. Shoemaker was introduced to the State Historical — 
Society and its work by Dr. Isidor Loeb, for whom he was an 
assistant in political science and public law from 1909 to 
1911, dividing his time during the last year between the two 
institutions. During his apprenticeship as assistant secretary 
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he learned every phase of the organization, contributed articles 
to The Missouri Historical Review, worked on his first book, 
Missouri's Struggle for Statehood, 1804-1821, which was pub- 
lished in 1916, and at one time or another in his career has 
performed in some measure every task which is being done by 
the staff today except cataloging. During his thirty-three 
years as secretary, he has been the author of six books on 
Missouri history, the editor or co-editor of thirty books on 
Missouri history, documents, and folksongs, and the editor 
of thirty-three volumes of The Missourt Historical Review. 
At the beginning Mr. Shoemaker had two chief goals in 
sight: to popularize the State’s history.so that it would 
become an intimate part of every person in the State and 
to edit an historical magazine which in reader interest and 
scholarship would rank with the best in the nation. While 
the former is regarded as imperative for state historical socie- 
ties at the present day,’ at one time—and even later than 
1915—discussion of popularization received a cold reception. 
With the passing of the years, other goals took shape and 
guided thought and action, but the first two were never pushed 
into the background... | 
The year 1915 was filled with other ferment for the 
Historical Society. The first Annual Dinner of the Society 
was held at 6:00 p. m: on December 10 (the day of the Annual 
Meeting) in the old Harris Cafe in Columbia with about fitty 
persons present. The speaking lasted until eleven o’clock. 
Those on the program were: R. M. White of Mexico, president 
of the Society; the Reverend W. W. Elwang of Columbia, who 
delivered the invocation; Boyd Dudley of Gallatin, the 
toastmaster; Walter B. Stevens of St. Louis, who made an 
address on ‘‘Lincoln and Missouri’; William Southern, jr., 
of Independence, who read a paper on “Independence and 
Jackson County”; John T. Sturgis of Springfield, who pre- 
sented a plea for a limitation of the United States to its present 
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boundaries; Rollin J. Britton of Kansas City, who read a paper 
on ‘The Great Men of Gallatin, Missouri’; and Lieutenant- 
Governor W. R. Painter of Carrollton, and Dean Walter 
Williams of Columbia, each of whom made brief remarks. 
Of the speakers on the evening program only William Southern, 
Jr., of Independence, Missouri, is living. Since that first 
Annual Dinner a similar one has been held each year except 
when it was made inadvisable by the exigencies of war. 

Another matter of especial interest to the Society which 
occurred this year was the Painter ‘‘pioneer tales bill.’’ The 
Honorable William R. Painter of Carrollton, a trustee of the 
Society and lieutenant-governor of Missouri, appeared before 
the House and Senate appropriation committees of the 
General Assembly in 1915 to advocate that an appropriation 
of $10,000 be made the State Historical Society to collect the 
reminiscenses, stories, and tales of the early settlers of Mis- 
sourl as far as they were still available through diaries and 
letters and especially through interviews with living pioneers 
and their immediate descendants. An appropriation of 
$6,000 was made to the Society for this purpose. The item 
was vetoed by Governor Major, however, for the reason that 
the revenues had been over-appropriated. 


Presidents Of The Period 


i 

‘T HE TRANSITION between the period of laying the founda- 
tions and that of building a state historical society was 
bridged by President R. M. White, as well as by the members 
of the Finance Committee, the trustees, and the other officers. 
At the request of the other members of the Finance Com- 
mittee, President White retained the chairmanship of that 
bedy, a position he had held since 1901, while holding the 
office of president from 1914 to 1916. He was the last 
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country editor elected president during these first fifty years. 
His sound judgment and frank expression over a third of a 
century on the Finance Committee were illustrated by his 
profiered advice to the new secretary on the day of the latter’s 
election: ‘You and the Society’s future are tied to that 
magazine. You’re both going to sink or swim on The Missourt 
Historical Renew. That’s why |! voted to do away with a 
publication committee.”’ It is also of interest to note that 
while from 1898 to 1914 inclusive, the Society had five presi- 
dents, including Colonel White, or a president every three 
years, from 1915 to 1940 inclusive, there were only four 
presidents, again including Colonel! White, or one every six 
and a half years. Beginning with 1941, the Society returned 
to the original practice of changing presidents every three 
years. 


The election of Walter B. Stevens of St. Louis, as presi- 
dent of the Historical Society in 1916 was in keeping with 
the spirit of change of the new period. He was the first 
president who was not a country editor. Before him, five 
publishers and editors of small town newspapers had ad 
as presidents of the Society: E. W. Stephens of The Columbia 
Herald; H. E. Robinson of The Maryville Republican; W. O. 
L. Jewett of The Shelbina Democrat; William Southern, Jr., 
_of The Independence (Mo.) Examiner; and R. M. White of 
The Mexico Ledger. Vhe Society had been founded by the 
country editors of Missouri. They were its first members, for 
- two decades constituted a majority of its total membership, 
and to this day with the city editors are its largest group of 
united supporters. It was fitting and logical, therefore, that 
representatives of this group should head the Society during 
these years and together with representatives of the city press 
compose almost a majority of the officers and of the trustees 
as well. 
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Mr, Stevens was, however, a newspaper man, having 
been for decades associated in various capacities with the 
St. Louis press. He was most widely known for his years of 
service as Washington, D. C., correspondent of the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat, as secretary of the Louisiana Purchase Ex- 
position held in St. Louis in 1904, and as the author of fascinat- 
ing historical works on St. Louis city and the State of Missonri. 
His education at Michigan University was reflected in a 
scholar’s attitude and taste; his travels and experiences as a 
journalist were evidenced in a gracious, salty manner and 
style. Excepting one other, in a later period, Mr. Stevens 
was the only president who on appearing before appropriation 
committees obtained not funds alone but thanks, applause, 
and new members for the Society. He was modest, almost 
timid, in address; small in stature and weak in voice; but a 
mighty man when engaged in the cause of Missouri history. 
After serving three full terms, from 1916 to 1925, he asked 
to have a successor elected owing to his removal to South 
Carolina. His helpful advice and influence were still at the 
service of the Society, however, for he served as second vice- 
president from 1925 to 1937 and as first vice-president from 
1937 to his death in 1939. He successfully presented before 
the appropriations committees of the General Assembly seven 


budgets of the Society covering support for fourteen years, 


five during his terms as president and two during the illness 
of his successor. Ne 

His successor was the Honorable George A. Mahan of 
Hannibal, lawyer and philanthropist. Mr. Mahan was the 
first president of the Historical Society who was not associated 
with the press. He served eleven years, from 1925 to 1936— 
the longest presidential period in the history of the Society— 
and died before. the expiration of his fourth term. He ad- 
vanced Missouri history through his and his family’s gift of 
the Mark Twain boyhood home to the city of Hannibal and 


8 , )igpiant®. tecinanct atatl okeobliet. ee om 


| gihvail qneen legeqawas # saeoinol, game enove® 0h ae me 
aris, dtl, eoitioeqgas agotray ti boas agi aed 
lorawey eit tot awonsl disbiw. sen exe oH orang. 2elsod.a2 

undk-G2 ors to srebnogesr109 2 (. ngrgaitesW as solvise 
KE aandoniT susizivod sft logit aoge. ee “Adtaw ina adel 
<jertioae? Yo todaus oid 26 bas MORK pieiyod .22 ci bled woltteag ” 
Festeweet A doreaeae alt hins.zath ain 82 po adioa lime ge. 
UT heoohst aaa  -aSteaeeae " waghdoklt te ,solanaubs oi: Ga 
64S ee mioiag x) bie cloves ‘ett jotess bas sbuiisie a'aslodoe > 
bs renner vilse euoisnig 8: mt heonebivs new teillsaqot ) & 
anvore fA sboiaog sist 6 ot pilip smo gnitqsoeA = vohgte 
fotlagorgs ssotod gaitiongens to ondw. jqebigaig xno only, aw 

vevelggs adam tad snele ebayhdoa- ‘onisido easton 

geome jteshom eam oH (O81208 only’ 40} axsdurroent won bas 

& Jud jodioy ai dsew bag TSI fit “Yee 5 raastbbs fi _bimis 

cioteid hyerail/. Jo vene0 ode at begegne froswe meen vidigim 

hades od ese! 3 Ore! ied ; aenrad Unt aru gnbvise wottA 
ijyoe ot Levornon eid ot aoiao berD qossoone s oved Oy! 
4d ta Nise stow sonsyfiit bank snivbs tylgled ail Brito sD 
-2ti7 hrowe en bevise af rot jovewad yaatsoe oils. lo soivise 

imo! thohieog-soly tert 26 bas Neat ERCy mcit anehierq 
auaied bolneusig llwlosions oH: &0) al Hiwls wid of yeot ‘ate 
heres vdneqeeh Istana) sift Yo 2g) atm | 
hihi aroarnucl, wi Fay ost a a she 


70 The State Historical Soctety of Missouri 


the erection of modern, historical markers on U. S. Highway 
No. 36 from Hannibal to St. Joseph. In his will he left 
$1,000 to the Society for the purchase of literary productions. 


Senator Allen McReynolds of Carthage, also a lawyer, 
who had been sixth vice-president of the Society from 1925 
to 1935 and then first vice-president, succeeded to the presi- 
dency upon the death of Mr. Mahan. Elected president in 
1937 and reelected in 1938, his term of service in that office 
covered the period from 1936 to 1941. He gave generously 
of his time in helping the secretary organize county historical 
societies in Missouri and in forwarding the Platte Purchase 
Centennial Celebration. He refused to be considered for 
reelection in 1941 and offered the following amendment to the 
Society’s constitution, which was adopted: ‘‘The president 
[of the Society] shall be ineligible to election for more than 
one term, but election as president for part of an unexpired 
term shall not disqualify one for election for a full term. 
All former presidents of the Society shall become trustees 
and members for life of the Executive Committee.” As a 
result of the adoption of this provision in the constitution of 
the Society, William Southern, Jr., and Mr. McReynolds, the 
only living former presidents, became the first life trustees. 
They have since been joined by George A. Rozier and Isidor 
Loeb. 


The contributions made by the presidents of the Society 
are not here set forth as such under their names. While the 
presidents of the Society have been men of exceptional 
ability and personality, they have always regarded the office 
as one of honor, public trust, and service rather than one of 
individual power, since power resides in the Finance Com- 
mittee in the first instance for consultation, supervision, 
and policy making, in the Executive Committee of trustees 
for appellate decision and approval and election of officers, 
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and in the Annual Meeting for final decision on reference 
from the Executive Committee and for election of trustees. 


a 


The early years of the pertod of ‘“Butlding a State 
Historical Society” were filled with problems of unusual 
importance and urgency. From 1915 to 1919 inclusive, 
five sucn cnailenges io ine life and progress of ine Society 
presented themselves. They related to popularizing The 
Missourt Historical Review, stimulating interest 1n M1s- 
sourt's Centennial, preserving and publishing data on 
Missouri and World War I, obtaining more adequate 
appropriations, and building a more adequate staff. 


The Missouri Historical Review 
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QY 2 ue FIRST of these problems was that of popularizing 
The Missourt Historical Review without sacrificing accuracy 
and scholarship. 

The first number of the magazine to appear under the 
editorship of the new secretary was the July, 1915, issue. The 
editor was forced through lack of contributors to write all of 
the sixty-two pages. The result was a one-man magazine 
for that issue. The editor adopted two rules in popularizing 
the magazine: first, timeliness of articles where possible; 
second, variety in articles and departments. Both have 
remained guiding principles in the publication of the Review. 

The first article in the new Review was entitled ‘Six 
Periods of Missouri History,” an address delivered by the 
author the previous year at the St. Joseph meeting of the Mis- 
souri Society of Teachers of History and Government. 
It was the first printed general perspective of Missouri 
history in which the social and the economic development of 
the State as well as the political were given consideration. 
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It later formed the framework of school textbooks on Mis- 
souri history by McClure, Shoemaker, and Viles. 

The second article, ‘ ‘Missouri Day’ Programs for Mis- 
souri Club Women,” was presented in reply to requests by 
Missouri club women and Missouri reading circles for Missouri 
history programs. Both articles stimulated interest and 
served a growing public for vears 

The subject matter of the three former departments of 
““‘Notes,’’ ‘““Book Notices,’’ and ‘“‘Necrology’’ was presented 
with some new material in two new departments, which were 
later combined under the single section entitled “‘Historical 
Notes and Comments.” 

Another department, ‘Historical Articles in Missouri 
Newspapers,’ was inaugurated to stimulate interest in Mis- 
souri history among Missouri editors. All of the current 
Missouri newspapers received by the Society were scanned 
and a list made of the important Missouri historical and bio- 
graphical articles. The list, covering April-May, 1915, was 
arranged alphabetically by counties, towns, papers, and 
month dates and was published in the Review. It was well 
received and was continued through January, 1927. Its 
discontinuance was the result of the expansion of the more 
interesting department, “Missouri History Not Found In 
Textbooks,’ a section based on extracts from old Missouri 
newspapers, which had its inception in July, 1921, as a by- 
product of ‘Historical Articles in Missouri Newspapers” 
and which was established as a department in January, 
1924. ‘Missouri History Not Found In Textbooks’ has 
been and still is the most popular section of the Review. 
The lists of ‘‘Historical Articles in Missouri Newspapers” 
did more than stimulate interest among Missouri editors and 
virtually give birth to ‘‘Missouri History Not Found In 
Textbooks’: they were also the foundation in 1924 of 
the present invaluable Missouri newspaper subject card index, 
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During the first World War the Review carried a series 
of articles on ‘Missouri and the War” and during the second 
World War a similar timely series was published. Missouri’s 
centennial celebrations of 1920 and 1921 brought forth two 
entire centennial numbers of the Review, each of almost book 
size. 

A new and popular department entitled *‘Missouriana”’ 
was begun in 1931 and appeared until 1944. It was devoted 
to short, accurate articles on little-known phases of Missouri 
history. It was succeeded by the present department, 
“The Missouri Reader,’’ composed of selected source readings 
in Missouri history arranged by subjects for the special 
use of students in the social studies and those interested in 
the documentary foundations of Missouri history. 

Of equal importance to the different departments of the 
Review were the main articles which treated the development 
of a particular phase of the history of the State. By publish- 
ing selected diaries, interpretative articles, and brief, scholarly 
monographs, the Society fostered systematic research among 
Missouri scholars and made accessible to thousands an 
accurate review of Missouri’s past. 

A 353-page Index to the first twenty-five volumes of the 
Review was compiled by the Columbia (Mo.) Library Club 
and was published by the Society in 1934. It consisted of 
65,000 page entries for 11,536 pages of historical material. 

In January, 1942, the Review appeared in an attractive 


illustrated cover, the first state historical society magazine 


to be so published. The historical illustration on the cover 
of each issue is an artist’s sketch or the reproduction of a 
print or photograph and is changed with each issue. A num- 
ber of historical magazines now also carry illustrated covers. 

Dr. Milo M. Quaife, former secretary of the Chicago 
Historical Society and of the Wisconsin State Historical 
Society, former librarian of the Burton Historical Collection 
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at Detroit, and well known author, historian, and editor, in- 
cluded The Missouri Historical Review among four magazines 
which he cited as examples of state and regional historical 
magazines conducted with a high degree of editorial and schol- 
arly ability. In circulation it has stood first in the United 
States since 1937. In Missouri, its forty-two volumes have 
gained accepiance in home and school, college, library, and 
editorial office. The late Father Gilbert J. Garraghan, S.J., 
outstanding scholar, author, and authority on early Missis- 
sippi Valley history remarked: ‘Among the magazines put 
out by the state historical societies The Missouri Historical 
Review is my favorite.’’ Another high compliment paid the 
Review was the growing number of proffered historical con- 
tributions by competent authors. This resulted in accepted, 
full publication schedules from one to two years ahead in 
contrast to the one-man Review of July, 1915. 


Missouri’s Centennial 


PTS 7 
Ik HE SECOND problem during the early years of the period 
which demanded planned activity by the Society in stimulating 
public interest, historical education, and active participation 
was the approaching centennial of Missouri's statehood in 
1920 and of her admission to the Union in 1921. 

The State Historical Society began the centennial move- 
ment at its Annual Meeting in 1915. During 1916 “The 
Centennial Committee of The State Historical Society of 
Missouri’ was created, composed of one thousand Missourians. 
In each county and the city of St. Louis a local centennial 
committee of five persons was organized, and in addition four 
hundred and twenty-five delegates-at-large were selected 
representative of the industries, vocations, institutions, and 
organizations of the people of the State. 
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The state-wide Centennial Committee had the endorse- 
ment of the Missouri Press and Bankers associations. At 
the Golden Jubilee meeting of the Missouri Press Association 
held in Kansas City, September 14-16, 1916, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted: “‘We note with ap- 
proval the launching by the State Historical Society of Mis- 
souri, a child of the Association, of a movement to celevrace 
the one hundredth anniversary of Missouri’s admission to the 
Union as a State and pledge to the movement our support.”’ 


The Centennial Committee met in convention at Kansas 
City on November 24 and 25, 1916, two hundred delegates 
being present. Here permanent organization was effected 
with election of the following officers: William R. Painter 
of Carrollton, chairman; John B. White of Kansas City, 
vice-chairman; and Floyd C. Shoemaker of Columbia, secre- 
tary. An executive committee of twenty-five of the ‘Cen- 
tennial Committee” was also elected. 


Again, at the special meeting of the Missouri Press 
Association in St. Louis, January 12, 1917, further endorse- 
ment of the work of the Centennial Committee of the State 
Historical Society was recorded. The council of adminis- 
tration of the Missouri Bankers Association at its meeting In 
Sedalia, February 15, 1917, also unanimously adopted a 
resolution supporting the purpose and work of the Cen- 
tennial Committee of the Society. 


The Centennial Committee promoted local and regional 
centennial celebrations to be held in the several countics in 
Missouri, culminating in six state-wide centennial celebra- 
tions in St. Louis, Kansas City, Jefferson City, Sedalia, 
Columbia, and St. Charles. The executive committee was 
directed to present the needs of the centennial celebration 
movement to the Forty-ninth General Assembly. «An 
appropriation was made by that body, but owing to the con- 
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dition of the State’s finances, it was rejected by Governor 
Gardner. 

Notwithstanding lack of appropriations, the Historical 
Society and the Centennial Committee made plans for state- 
wide commemoration of Missouri’s first outstanding date, 
January 8, 1818, when Missouri’s first petitions for statehood 
were presented in Congress. in that month and on that day 
three years before, Missouri had helped General Jackson 
obtain victory over the British at the battle of New Orleans. 
Interest was aroused in the public schools, President Walter B. 
Stevens wrote a 100-page pamphlet on ‘‘Missourians One 
Hundred Years Ago,”’ which was widely distributed to schools 
and libraries, and the Society held its Annual Meeting on 
that day followed by an unusual and widely attended and 
publicized ‘‘Pioneer Dinner.” 

The Centennial Committee then hoped to obtain financial. 
support from the Fiftieth General Assembly to enable it to 
carry out its plans. Whatever hopes had been entertained 
were abandoned when a number of other centennial measures 
and a resolution were introduced in both houses. All failed 
of passage except a concurrent resolution which provided for 
a special committee of seven consisting of the Governor, 
Licutenant-Governor, the Speaker of the House, and two 
members from each House. This committee was empowered 
to plan a fitting celebration for Missouri’s centennial. An 
appropriation of $20,000 was made to give effect to this resolu- 
tion. This appropriation was rejected by the Governor. 

In consequence, if centennial celebrations were to be 
held in Missouri in 1920, it would devolve upon the counties 
and cities of the State to feature them. Many Missourians 
rallied to the occasion and several celebrations were observed 
locally. The most noteworthy were the pageants and com- 
memorative exercises given in Columbia, Marshall, and 
Warrensburg. The Missouri Pageant and Masque, staged 
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in these cities, was published and widely distributed free 
by the Society. It also formed the basis of a large number of 
local celebrations in 1921. 

Several centennial celebrations were held in 1921 at 
Kansas City, St. Charles, St. Louis, Sedalia, and Springfield, 
and a number of the counties held local exercises. In addition 
io these observances, both Missouri and local history were 
featured throughout the State by historical exhibits at 
county fairs, and by public addresses and club progranis. 
In all of this work the State Historical Society of Missouri 
aided in every way by furnishing historical data, lending 
materials, advising and suggesting. 

The Fifty-first General Assembly passed a centennial 
celebration bill, which was signed by Governor Hyde on 
February 28, 1921. It provided for a Centennial Commission 
of twenty-one members to supervise a state-wide Centennial 
Exposition at Sedalia in connection with the State Fair from 
August 8 to 20, 1921. An appropriation of $150,000 was 
made and approved to carry out the provisions of this bill. 
The State Historical Society cooperated in aiding this com- 
mission by the secretary’s compiling the historical explana- 
tion in booklet form of The Pageant of Missouri, in furnishing 
data and advice relating to the pageant itself, and in placing 
on exhibit some of the Society’s rare collections of books and 
newspapers relating to Missouri. 

In addition to the work already performed by the 
Society as here set forth, two centennial numbers of The 
Missourt Historical Review were issued in 1920 and 1921. 
These two issues of 400 pages carried fourteen articles in 
keeping with the title of the numbers. Several more appeared 
in other issues. Prior to 1920, the Review contained detailed 
data on the organization meeting of the Centennial Com- 
mittee of the Historical Society and on all phases of the subject 
of the centennial. The Society also compiled one section of the 
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1921-1922 Oficial Manual of the State of Missourt, relating 
to Missouri history, including a historical calendar from 1541 
to 1922. During 1920 the Society issued as a centennial 
publication a carefully edited two-volume work entitled the 
Journal of the Missouri Constitutional Convention of 1875. 


The work, performed by the Society was of importance 
to the people of Missouri. Missouri’s centennial celebrations 
were the greatest incentive to State pride and to the advance- 
ment of local and State history. They were the homecoming 
call to the thousands of Missourians who had founded homes 
in other states. To honor those State founders who laid the 
greatness of the present Missouri, to review the deeds of those 
who had labored here these hundred years, to portray Mis- 
souri’s past, were the obvious reasons for making Missouri's 
centennial noteworthy over the nation. 


“How great the contrast is between the Missouri of 1821 with her 
§5,000 Missourians and the Missouri of 1921 with her three and a half mil- 
lion souls. A commonwealth of cities and cultivated field are ours, a 
few struggling towns and isolated farms were our forefathers’. A public 
school system with its university. keystone is ours, a few private tutors 
and schools were theirs. A transportation system of railroads and autos 
are ours, cumbersome wagons were theirs. We have all the wealth known 
to man, they had little of worldly goods, no conveniences, and few comforts. 
We have machinery to perform our tasks, they had no substitute for labor. 
We have everything, they had little save their heroic, indomitable spirit. 
But of al! the heritage left us during this century of material development, 
the greatest is that spirit—the soul itself of the pioneer of 1821 and of the 
modern citizen of 1921. The same will-to-do.is ours. The same God 
guides our destiny. As in their power was the building of your and our 
Missouri of today, so in our power is the erection of a progressive common- 
wealth for our posterity a century hence.’’—-From the historical interpreta- 
tion of The Pageant of Missouri by Floyd C. Shoemaker. 
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Building a State Historical Society 
Missouri And World War I 


| HE THIRD problem of those early years was presented by 
World War I. Shortly following the entry in 1917 of the 
United States into the first World War, the Society took def- 
inite steps toward the presentation of Missouri war data. 
it was realized at the cutset tnat the Society's imitations of 
staff and finances made it necessary to confine the work to 
only those lines which could be carried to successful comple- 
tion. The work was divided into four general classifications: 

(1) Collection of war literature and posters, including 
those of both official and semi-official organizations; (2) 
collection of general war data relating to Missouri and Mis- 
sourians, including detailed information wherever published; 
(3) card records showing official military data and references 
to newspaper sketches of all Missouri casualties at home and 
abroad and of all Missouri war honors in military or civilian 
ranks—and from these 20,853 index cards the Society fur- 
nished lists for newspapers and county memorial committees, 
and was able in almost every case to make authentic addl- 
tions to the lists compiled locally; (4) publication in The 
Missouri Historical Review of current historical articles 
relating to Missouri's part in the war. 

The Society was one of the few in the United States to 
attempt to compile and publish a series of current historical 
articles on the part taken by a state in the war. Public 
reaction gave full approval to the plan and favorable mention 
came to the Society both at home and outside the State. 


Among the comments this one appeared in the June, 1918, 
issue of The Wisconsin Magazine of History, published by 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin: 


“A worthy example of collecting and compiling history while it is in 
the making is the work that is now being done by the Missouri Historical 
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Review in stimulating articles entitled ‘Missouri and the War.’ The part 
played by the citizens of that commonwealth, the contributions made by 
the state both in men and resources, the recognition for distinguished 
services won by Missouri men in the service, are being carefully collected 
up to the very latest report. Before filing these records away in the 
archives for the use of students of a later generation, the editor is utilizing 
them to give the readers of the Review a survey of the current activities of 
their state in the war.” 


The correspondence and records of the Missouri Council 
of Defense were deposited with the Society. Steel filing 
cabinets were secured to preserve these invaluable records. 


State Appropriations 


hae FOURTH pressing problem of these years was that of 
obtaining more adequate State appropriations. While this 
problem had always confronted the Society, notwithstanding 
the increase of State support from $4,500 for 1901-1902 to 
$11,600 for 1913-1914, the urgency of the problem grew 
after 1915. It had ceased to be a matter of greatest concern 
that such neighboring state historical societies as those in 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, and Wisconsin were cur- 
rently receiving from two to five dollars for each dollar given 
in Missouri or that those institutions had received a total of 
from five to ten dollars for each dollar received by the State 
Historical Society of Missouri. The problem had become one 
of the Society’s continued functioning with the slightest degree 
of adequacy in an epoch of activity stimulated by the new 
home and by the war without greatly increased support. 
The appropriation for 1915-1916 was for only $13,600 
and $1,000 of this amount was held up by agreement with 
Governor Major, leaving a net increase of $1,000 for the 
biennium. President Stevens and Secretary Shoemaker 
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succeeded in obtaining $20,840 from the Forty-ninth General 
Assembly in 1917 but were able to keep only $14,025 asa result 
of $6,815 being vetoed or held up by Governor Gardner. 
The work of the Society was being recognized and indifference 
was changing to interest and support. The bigger problem 
of inadequate State revenue to support the government, its 
activities, and its institutions, however, prevented imaking 
the will of the legislature effective on fiscal matters. The 
financial problem of the State was fortunately also realized 
and action was taken by Governor Gardner and the General 
Assembly to solve it by enactment of the income, inheritance, 
and corporation franchise taxes in 1917. As a result of the 
increased revenue produced by these taxes and the effects 
of war prosperity and higher prices, the prospects for relief 
were in evidence by 1919, when the Fiftieth General Assembly 
convened. 


President Stevens and Secretary Shoemaker were aided 
very materially in the presentation of the Society’s budget by 
J. N. Stonebraker, editor of the Carrollton Republican- 
Record, and E. O. Jones, a lawyer of La Plata, Missouri. 
They obtained: the first appropriation that might be regarded 
at that time as adequate, $35,650, and of this amount onlv 
$3,500 was held up. Also appreciated was this personal 
message to the secretary, written by Governor Frederick D. 
Gardner on May ‘29, 1919, following a consultation on the 
appropriation: 


“T want to confide in you that I desire to do everything on earth that 
I can for The State Historical Society because of my confidence in you and 
my feeling that every dollar will be well spent. You have been a great 


aid toe me in the last two vears by furnishing me valuable information 
from time to time.” 


In the presentation of several of its budgets in the 1920's, 
the Society was greatly assisted by the Honorable W. B. 
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McGregor, editor of the Brookfield Budget-Gazette,, who 
represented Linn County in the General Assembly. The 
appropriation rose to $46,170 for 1923-1924, dropped to 
$24,045 for 1933-1934, and rose to $47,540 for 1937-1938 
and to $59,040 for 1939-1940, when the period closed. The 
recovery and increase of the appropriation in 1937 and 1939 
over that of fifteen years before was due to an increased 
appreciation of the Society’s work and to the successful assist- 
ance of Senator George A. Rozier, a lawyer of Perryville, 
Missouri, who became second vice-president of the Society 
in 1938 and succeeded Walter B. Stevens as first vice-president 
in 1940. 


Building A Staff 


(Ry 
Ost FIFTH important problem which required immediate 
attention during the early years of the period was the build- 
ing of a more adequate staff. Before 1915, the staff con- 
sisted of three persons: the secretary, who was also the 
librarian and editor of the Review and who performed the 
functions of an acquisitions chief and bibliographer; the 
assistant secretary, who was also the assistant librarian 
and who performed the functions of a reference librarian, 
research associate, assistant acquisitions clerk, and newspaper 
librarian; and a cataloger. There were also employed two 
part-time student helpers, both on hour wage: a boy to check 
the current newspapers and prepare them for the bindery 
and a boy to serve as stenographer and general clerk. As 
long as the services of the Society were limited, it was possible 
for it to function with such a limited staff, notwithstanding 
the regrets of officers, trustees, and members over the Society's 
being unable to live up to its possibilities. 

The election of Mr. Shoemaker as secretary and librarian 
in 1915, which increased his duties and responsibilities without 
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lessening those he had been charged with as assistant secre- 
tary and librarian, and the increased use of the Society’s 
collections in its more accessible new home made necessary 
an enlargement of the staff. The first step in solving this 
problem was taken a year later in 1916 by increasing the 
regular staff by two persons, a stenographer and a newspaper 
librarian. The position of bibliographer was never hiled 
after the death of Mr. Sampson. In 1918, an acquisitions 
assistant and a binding clerk were employed and in 1919 
a document clerk who performed the functions of a copy editor, 
research associate and reference librarian. 

This gave the Society a staff of seven full-time persons. 
While some of the titles changed, the fundamental functions 
had been designated and the positions filled. Before the 
close of 1919 the Society had made progress in building a more 
adequate staff. 

The title of binding clerk was later abandoned, the 
function being divided among other staff members. The 
position of newspaper index header was created in the 1920's 
and was discontinued in the 1940’s. The title of document 
clerk was soon abandoned in the 1920's, the functions of the 
position being performed by the reference librarian and later 
by the copy editor and research associates in the 1930's and 
1940’s. The other staff positions, all of which were created 
in the 1930’s and 1940's, were those of research associates, 
one of which was copy editor, assistant cataloger, junior 
stenographer, and assistant to the secretary. 


The State appropriations of 1919-1920 and the cen- 
tennial of Missourt's statehood inaugurated a decade of out- 
standing projects and accomplishments by the State Historical 
Society. These included the publication of two ‘works 
of fourteen volumes of Missouri documents, the compilation 
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of two invaluable analytical card twdexes on Missouri 
biography and on subjects in Muissourt newspapers, the 
acquisition of three special historical collections, the com- 
pilation of a series of weekly historical articles for publica- 
tion in the press, and the establishment of the second largest 
state historical membership in the United States. 


The Journal Of The Missouri Constitutional 
Convention Of 1875 


O UTSTANDING among a number of successful projects 
of the Historical Society in the 1920’s was its documentary 
publication program. It remains to this date an accomplish- 
ment of merit and credit which yields benefits to all concerned 
with the preservation and accessibility of our most valuable 
public papers. 

One of the principal functions and duties of the State 
Historical Society is the publication of the State’s rarest 
official documents which have been almost inaccessible to the 
public. The first step in this Missouri documentary publica- 
tion program, which now includes twenty-seven bound vol- 
umes, began with the publication in 1920 of the Journal of 
the Missouri Constitutional Convention of 1875 in two volumes. 
The Journal was edited by Isidor Loeb and Floyd C. Shoe- 
maker and was issued in commemoration of Missouri's cen- 
tennial of statehood and admission to the Union. Besides 
the documentary reproduction of the journal itself, the work 
contains three introductory articles which give information 
relating to the subject: ‘Constitutions and Constitutional. 
Conventions in Missouri” and ‘‘Personnel of the Convention’’ 
by the editors, respectively, and ‘Biographical Sketches o! 
the Delegates’? by Buel Leopard, document. clerk in the 
Society, who also prepared copy for the printer and compiled 
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the index. A large insert displays a collective photograph 
of the delegates. An appendix is included at the end of 
Volume II giving a ‘“‘List of Members of the Constitutional 
Convention, with Residence, Districts Represented and 
Committees.”” The 44-page index to the work is comprehen- 
sive and gives over 8,000 page references. The Journal 
in printed torm, was of especial help to the delegates of the 
Missouri Constitutional Conventions of 1922-1923 and 1943- 
1944, 


The Messages And Proclamations Of The 
Governors Of The State Of Missouri 


OF N 1921, the Society, continuing with its documentary 
publication program, began the compilation of The Messages 
and Proclamations of the Governors of the State of Mitssourt. 
From 1921 to 1930, twelve volumes were published, contain- 
ing all of the public messages, proclamations, and related docu- 
ments of Missouri’s chief executives from 1820 to 1929. 
Biographies and illustrations of Missouri governors were also 
included. This compilation embraced a summary historical 
review of Missouri’s official life during more than a century. 


Volume XIII of the Avessages and Proclamations, covering 
the two administrations from 1929 to 1937, was published in 
1947. Volume XIV, covering the period from 1937 to 1945, 
will be published next year. 


Secretary Shoemaker was assisted in the editorial work 
of these thirteen published volumes by four staff members: 
Miss Buel Leopard on Volumes I to III, Mrs. Grace Gilmore 
Avery on Volumes IV to VI, Miss Sarah Guitar on Volumes 
VII to XII and XIV, and Miss Dorothy Penn on Volume XIII. 
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“Who’s-Who In Missouri” Index 
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./ iL, THIRD unusual project of the Society during the 1920's 
was a card index to biographical sketches of Missourians in 
books of history and biography. The new approach to analy- 
tical cataloging, begun in 1921-1922, was given the name 
“Who’s Who In Missouri’ and was the first of several im- 
portant tools devised to help research workers in history and 
genealogy and the members of the Society’s staff. The 
project was largely under the direction of the cataloger and 
the reference librarian, Miss Pearle McCown and Miss Sarah 
Guitar respectively, and since 1942 under Miss Cornelia 
Dawson, cataloger. 

The value of such a Missouri biographical card index was 
apparent from the beginning of the project. The index 
gave the title and catalog number of the book analyzed and 
the page reference to each biographical sketch. Having such 
references instantly available resulted in great economy of 
time and effort, since almost all of the county histories and 
many of the other valuable works containing biographical 
sketches either have no indexes or have very inadequate ones. 

The types of books analyzed for biographical references 
were varied, offering a wide field in order to include as many 
Missourians as possible. Practically all of the county 
histories in the Society’s library have been analyzed, for in 
them was found the greatest number of biographies. Regional 
histories, memoirs, journals, and reminiscences; biographical 
collections issued by associations, fraternal organizations, and 
churches; city histories; biographical collections of legislators 
and public officials; and general historical and biographical 
works were included in the volumes indexed. | 

During the first two years the names of 25,000 persons 
were carded. Over the next ten years prograss was limited 
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and the “Who's Who In Missouri” card file was increased 
by only 32,614 references. During the 1933-1934 biennium, 
work on the index was resumed at a greater pace with the 
assistance of CWA and PWP helpers and the file was nearly 
doubled by the increase of 40,000 cards. During the next two 
bienniums, 20,335 additional cards were added to the bio- 
graphical file. With increased finances in 1939-1940, work 
on the ‘Who's Who” index developed at a high speed and in 
1940 the number of references added to the index was in- 
creased 5614 per cent, or 66,619 cards, more than half as many 
being added as had been done in all the previous years. Since 
1941, 51,020 references have been added, bringing the ‘‘Who’s 
Who In Missouri’”’ biographical file to 235,588 cards. The 
cost of indexing down to 1942 was one and one-half cents a 
card. 


Missouri Newspaper Subject Index 


= 
Ox} FTER nearly a decade of experimental work, the Society 
began in 1924 a thorough system of indexing the contents of 
selected bound files of Missouri newspapers. This fourth 
outstanding project of the 1920's was one of the most valuable 
ever undertaken by the Society and will continue to receive 
the blessings of all seeking specific information found in old 


Missouri files as long as the newspapers are preserved and 


accessible. It is the greatest research-saving device in the 


fields of Missouri biography and history and together with the 
Society's general catalog and its “‘Who’s Who in Missouri” 
card index is indispensable. The Society was one of the 
first institutions in the United States to adopt this systematic 
plan instead of relying on the expensive and incomplete 


clipping plan. 
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The Missouri Newspaper Subject Index grew out of that 
fecund department of The Missouri Historical Review begun 
in July, 1915, entitled “Historical Articles In Missouri 
Newspapers,” from which also developed the most popular 
section of that magazine, ‘‘Missouri History Not Found In 
Textbooks.’ The wealth of material in the chronological 
lists Of Current historical articles in the press became more 
and more impressive and during the 1921-1922 biennium 
led to making a card index of the biographical and historical 
articles set forth. This satisfactory beginning was expanded 
in 1924 to a systematic historical subject and person index 
of a number of the bound files in the newspaper department. 

All Boonville files in the Society’s library from 1839 to 
1927 and the Columbian Missourian from 1908 to 1929 were 
first indexed. The Jefferson City newspapers from 1831 to 
1926 were then indexed followed by the Mzssouri Intelligencer 
of Franklin, Fayette, and Columbia from 1819 to 1835, the 
Jackson Missouri Herald and Independent Patriot from 
1819 to 1826, the St. Louis Missouri Gazeite from 1808 to 
1828 and the Missouri Argus from 1835 to 1840, and the 
_ Liberty 7ribune from 1846 to 1869. 

The Missouri Newspaper Subject Index was patterned 
after the New York Times Index and is a complete index 
of all important local subjects printed in the files processed. 
It embraces subject matter and personal vital statistics. 
Here are recorded births, deaths, and marriages, things 
economic, religious, social, educational, and political. From 
the smallest want ad to the biggest story, fingertip accessi- 
bility is possible. The extensiveness of the Index and its 
direct method of locating information make it invaluable to 
the public and members of the Society's staff. | 

Journalism students in the University of Missouri were 
employed as readers of the newspapers under the direction 
of Miss Willa D. Buck, newspaper index header. The project 
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was continued until 1944, when the Society had three hundred 
card trays in which were filed 402,908 newspaper index cards. 
The estimated cost for the preparation and filing of each 
card was four cents. The cost today would be much greater. 


The Mark Twain Collection 


A FIFTH accomplishment of the Historical Society in the 
1920’s was the assembling of one of the most outstanding 
collections of Mark Twain’s printed works in the world. 
While the Society’s Mark Twain Collection had been a sig- 
nificant one, it became a truly great one during this decade. 


The original Mark Twain Collection of the Society was 
acquired with the Sampson Collection in 1901. It contained 
a number of rare editions and foreign translations and the 
distinguished author, Samuel L. Clemens, upon his visit to 
the University of Missouri in 1902, donated to the Society 
the new twenty-two volume edition of his collected works. 
During the next two decades the collection grew through pur- 
chases and gifts and was placed in a separate, locked case. 


In 1923, the fine Mark Twain library of 135 books, 122 
clippings, 979 separate cartoons, and 174 sheet cartoons, 
which Purd B. Wright of Kansas City had collected after 
forty years of careful effort, was bought by the Society. 
[t was combined with the Society’s collection, making it one 
of the finest and most complete in the nation. The collection 


was fully cataloged and annotated, being the first extensive 


Mark Twain library so processed. During the last quarter 
of a century many rare items have been purchased and the 
special catalog has been continued. The collection, in addi- 
tion to scrapbooks and cartoons, consists of 480 volumes and 
the catalog contains 3,550 cards. 
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After the death of President George A. Mahan, the col- 
lection was officially called the Mahan Memorial Mark Twain 
Collection in commemoration of him and his work in memo- 
rializing Mark Twain. 


The William T. League Collection 


Ox? ) 

| 4A_/’F COMPARABLE historical value to the Mahan Memorial 
Mark Twain Collection was the related William T. League 
Collection of newspapers, which was also cbtained in the 
1920's. While the general historical value of the League 
Collection is important, its special and unique worth lies in 
the light it throws on the boyhood and early manhood of 
Mark Twain through the Hannibal newspapers of the 1840's 
and 1850’s. It has drawn and still attracts scholars from coast 
10 Coast. 

In remembrance of her father, William T. League, who 
was one of Hannibal’s pioneer editors, Miss Nettie A. League 
of Hannibal donated to the Society in 1926 seven bound 
volumes of rare Hannibal newspaper files of the 1850’s and 
some issues of the 1830's and 1840’s. The papers had been 
collected and bound by Mr. League probably in the late 
1850's. In 1927, Miss League donated twelve more volumes 
of Hannibal papers of the 1850’s and two volumes of Palmyra 
papers of the 1850's. The collection not only contains files 
giving a picture of Hannibal as a town and river port during 
the vears when Mark Twain was a boy and young man but 
it also contains the newspapers edited by Orion Clemens upon 
which Mark Twain began his newspaper and literary career. 

In 1931, the Reverend C. J. Armstrong of Hannibal 
presented to the Society three volumes of Hannibal news- . 
papers consisting of five years in the 1840's and one year in 
the 1850's, which were not represented in the League Collec- 
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tion. These volumes contained new data on the Clemens 
family and the boyhood days of Mark Twain and were placed 
with the League Collection. 


“This Week In Missouri History” 


A 
f/-\. SEVENTH project and accomplishment of especial merit 
inaugurated by the Historical Society in the 1920's was the 
compilation of ‘‘This Week In Missouri History,” a series of 
short historical articles for publication in the newspapers. 

No other service has done more to stimulate popular 
interest in Missouri history and to encourage the inclusion of 
local history in the press. The weekly releases were unusual 
in their rare combination of scholarship and popular appeal. 
The articles, concise and suggestive resumés of specific aspects 
of Missouri history, were particularly adapted for use in the 
public schools. Of equal benefit, however, was the interest 
this service aroused in the mind of the general reader. ‘‘This 
Week In Missouri History” is the oldest and most widely 
circulated service of its kind in the United States. 

In February, 1925, Secretary Shoemaker wrote four 500- 
word articles on Missouri historical subjects, tied to February 
dates, struck off twenty typed copies, and mailed them to 
editors in twenty counties. Eighteen were published and 
two city papers asked for the price of exclusive release priv- 
ilege, which latter could not be granted as the service was a 
free one for all state newspapers. The next month several 
hundred copies of March tie-in articles were mimeographed 
and mailed to all Missouri newspapers. The result was that 
the Missouri history news service, entitled ‘‘This Week In 
Missouri History,’’ which was sent free to any Missouri 
editor requesting it, was soon being published in 240 Missouri 
newspapers. Later, the historical sketches in the 1930's 
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and 1940’s were compiled by the research associates of the 
Society. The articles have appeared in two series. 

The first series, begun in February, 1925, was completed 
in October, 1941. It featured events and persons, emphasiz- 
ing the political, military, and biographical aspects of Missouri 
history. On the conclusion of the first series of 871 articles, 
the Society began in November, 1941, a new series of articles 
on the State’s s social history. . 


The life and times of the last century are the subjects 
of the new press series. Research associates of the Society 
found that the field of Missouri’s social history was almost 
virgin. They also found that it took more labor to get the 
the facts about foods, dress, customs, oyster houses, gardens, 
tools, wells, parties, pastries, deaths, births, and weddings 
than about battles, elections, railroads, steamboats, county 
organizations, and big men. 


The Society’s weekly articles have met with great popu- 
larity among editors and citizens of the State and have drawn 
favorable comment from all parts of Missouri. Nothing has 
helped educate and interest our people more in their history 
than the 1,244 articles which began as ‘‘'This Week In Missourt 
History” twenty-four years ago. 

The Society has regularly sent out weekly releases to an 
average of 270 Missouri newspapers. A periodic check is 
made on frequency of publication. The reprinting is not 
regular but the newspapers in 85 per cent of the counties 
reproduce the articles. St. Louis papers print them occa- 
sionally and the Kansas City Star uses them on the editorial 
page. They have become a journalistic feature in Missouri 
and have a reader interest of 10 per cent over the State. 


To make available the historical research first published 
in ‘“‘This Week In Missouri History’’. and give it permanent 
form, the Society published in the early 1940's a two-volume 
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work entitled Missouri, Day By Day. Its purpose was to 
furnish a handbook on the chronicle of Missouri history. 

“This Week In Missouri History,” The Missouri Historical 
Review, and Missourt, Day By Day comprise the popular 
publication program of the State Historical Society. De- 
signed for the historical orientation of Missouri citizens, 
thic nracram has a lareer coverage than any eimilar program 
in the nation. Its influence as an educational and cultural 
factor has been inestimable in linking together all Missourians 
in acommon heritage of history and tradition. 


Pay Memberships owe The Membership 
Fund (Trust) 


OF. EIGHTH accomplishment of the 1920’s was the His- 
torical Society’s rise to second highest rank in the United 
States in active pay memberships. Of equal, or even greater, 
significance in the history of the Society was the related matter 
of creating during this decade the Membership Fund (Trust) 
which has made possible several of the Society’s most valuable, 
permanent acquisitions. : 


While the effects of World War I were not felt by the 
Society until after its close, except in the new activities already 
set forth, the financial need of the United States government 
and its plan to finance the war as much as possible through 
taxes and loan of savings and as little as possible through 
bank credit induced the Finance Committee to buy from the 
Society’s meagre Membership Fund a $500 Second Con- 
vertible 444 per cent United States Liberty Bond within six 
months of the declaration of war by the United States. This 
inaugurated a new policy which modified the old one regarding 
the membership dues and was one of greatest significance 
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in the history of the Society. Further modification was later 
adopted which was finally included by amendment in the 
Society’s constitution. Considering the small amount of 

money involved in the membership dues, the favorable effects 
of the new policy on the Society’s permanent historical col- 
lections, activities, and even publications are almost unique. 

The pay memberships in the Society have been confined 
with minor exceptions to the annual members who pay dues 
of one dollar a year. The life members who pay twenty 
dollars each for a life membership have always been few, 
the first one enrolling as late as 1925 and the present number 
being only fifteen. The remaining memberships, which in- 
clude honorary, corresponding, auxiliary, and ex-officio 
members, and editors of Missouri newspapers who send their 
publications to the Society’s library, do not pay dues. There 
is no difference in privileges, however, between those who are 
members by virtue of payment of membership dues and 
those who are members because of distinction conferred, work 
being performed, office held, or newspapers donated for pres- 
ervation. 

The number of annual pay members remained under 500 
until the year 1910 and did not rise above 1,000 until the year 
1920. The latter figure gave the Society first rank in pay 
memberships among state historical societies west of the 
Mississippi River. Two years later, probably as a result of 
the publication of the large centennial numbers of the Review 
and of the Society’s historical centennial exhibit at the State 
Fair in 1921, the number of annual pay members rose to 1,649, 
placing the Society first in membership in the Mississipp1 
Valley and second in the United States. During the next 
decade the number of annual members retnained under 2,000 
and the Society’s rank was unchanged. In 1934 the Society 
rose to first rank in membership in the United States but 
during the next two years returned to second place. In 
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1937 the annual pay memberships reached 2,242 and the 
Society again rose to first place in the United States, a position 
it has since retained. Four years later, in 1941, the annual 
memberships passed 3,000, and four years later, in 1945, they 
passed 4,000. Since 1945, no especial effort has been made 
to increase the number of members owing to increased clerical 
and ‘printing costs. The anual pay membership of the 
Society on June 30, 1948, was 4,212. 

The membership dues of the Society and all money re- 
ceived from other than state sources have always been re- 
garded as a trust for upbuilding its historical collections or 
for permanent investment. As early as March 8, 1904, the 
Executive Committee provided that all membership dues 
should constitute a separate Membership Fund for the pur- 
chase of books pertaining to Missouri history. This far- 
sighted action was taken when the receipts were indeed 
small, as only $12 was received during 1901-1902 and $55 
during 1903-1904. The policy then adopted of purchasing 
historical books from membership dues was adhered to down 
to September 15, 1917, when the $500 United States bond of 
the Second Liberty Loan issue was bought and paid for 
from the Membership Fund. From that date the Member- 
ship Fund was used both for books and bond purchases. 
By 1924, the Society had a total of $8,000 in Second 444 
Liberty bonds which were sold and the proceeds were rein- 
vested in Missouri county and municipal bonds in order to 
increase the yield. The rule was adopted at that time to 
make future investments only in bonds of the same type as 
the public schocl funds of Missouri were invested in. 

Two years later, it was felt advisable to include a section 
in the Society’s constitution on the subject of membership 
dues, investments, and membership fund. The following 
amendment, proposed in 1926, was adopted at the Annual 
Meeting of the Society held January 21, 1927: 
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ARTICLE I]. Membership. Section 2a. All money received from 
membership dues, donations, and income other than state appropriations, 
shall constitute a trust fund to be known as the ‘‘Membership Fund 
(Trust).”’ The membership fund shall be invested in bonds of the United 
States, of the State of Missouri, or of the political subdivisions of the 
State as may be determined by the finance committee from time to time. 
The interest accruing from investments of the membership fund shall be 
added to said fund except such amounts as the finance committee may 
direct to be used in meeting any special expenditures of the Society. The 
principal of the membership fund shall not be expended or alienated in 
any manner except when recommended by the finance committee and 
approved at a meeting of the Society. 


On January 21, 1927, the Membership Fund (Trust) 
was created by action of the Finance Committee in pur- 
-suance of the amendment to the Society’s constitution. 
The Finance Committee later felt that the interest accruing 
from investments also should be deposited in the fund under 
the same restrictions as membership dues, gifts, etc., and the 
policy was adopted by the committee of asking permission at 
each Annual Meeting to make such expenditures from the 
fund as it felt were advisable. At the same time a member 
of the committee made a report on the fund, its investments. 
receipts, and expenditures during the previous year for action 


by the Annual Meeting. 


While every effort was taken to adequately protect the 
fund and successfully increase its permanent investments, 
no opportunity was neglected to use it to supplement State 
appropriations for necessary or advisable expenditures. 
Books were bought and purchases of special collections made, 
as in the case of an unusual set of Missouri territorial and 
state session acts and revisions, a remarkable oil portrait of 
Governor Benjamin Howard, publication of an Index of the 
first twenty-five volumes of The Missouri Historical Review 
and ‘packing and shipping charges on the Mark Twain Orches- 
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trelle. The George A. Mahan bequest of $1,000 was added 
to the fund, while other receipts more than offset expenditures. 

The first opportunity for using the fund for a great pur- 
pose came in 1941. In that year the Society obtained the J. 
Christian Bay Collection of Middle Western Americana at 
$17,500, which was the original cost to Mr. Bay during his 
forty-five years of collecting. Valued at many times that 
figure and today worth more than $150,000, this permanent 


acquisition stands second only to the Sampson Collection. 


The Society’s bond holdings of 1924-1941 were sold at a 
profit plus interest received, payment was made to Mr. Bay, 
and the surplus was reinvested in United States Savings 
Defense Bonds, Series F, of World War II. 

Since 1941, the Membership Fund (Trust) has been used 
for purchase of books, for obtaining permanent valuable 
additions to the Society’s collections, and to supplement 
State appropriations in conducting the library rather than for 
increasing the permanent investments in the fund. Among 
the recent outstanding additions paid for from the fund have 
been the Vance Randolph manuscript copy of Ozark Folksongs, 
Bingham’s famous painting “Order No. 11,” Curtis’ North 
American Indians, and eighty-three rare, selected items from 
the library of the late James B. Musick of St. Louis. 


The William Clark Breckenridge Acquisition 


i 1927, the death of William Clark Breckenridge, 
who had been a trustee of the Society since 1901, placed on the 
market his private library of Missouriana and western history. 
Carefully assembled over a period of a third of a century by 
one of Missouri’s most successful antiquarians and biblio- 
philes, the collection was excelled by only one or two others 
and by those in several public institutions and even contained 
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a number of items not found elsewhere. It now seems re- 
grettable, considering the advice and help Mr. Breckenridge 
gave so freely and often to serious research workers, that the 
library could not have remained intact under the name 
of its founder. 


Fortunately, however, the State Historical Society was 
viven the privilege of making 1,031 selections from the private 
library. Of these, 842 items, including 739 books and 
pamphlets, were purchased and added to the Society’s library 
in 1928. This was the first important, single library acquisi- 
tion exclusive of manuscripts and newspapers added to the 
‘Society’s collections since 1901 and was a forerunner of the 
great Bay Collection acquired thirteen years later. 


Notwithstanding the depression years of the 1930's, 
the decade was one notable in the history of the Soctety 
for the variety of activities and accomplishments in addition 
to the remarkable growth and development of the manuscript 
and newspaper departments. These activities included 
publication of another large work on Missouri documents, 
the acquisition of the unusual Mark Twain Orchestrelle, 
the preparation of historical inscriptions for Missouri's 
first modern historical highway markers, the lending of 
assistance to three tmportant centennial celebrations, the 
organization of a number of county historical societies, 
and the adoption of some guiding historical patterns and 
policies. 
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The Debates Of The Missouri Constitutional 
Convention Of 1875 


@9 HE FIRST great project and accomplishment of the 
Society in the 1930’s was the publication of The Debates of 
the Missouri Constitutional Convention of 1875, under the co- 
editorship of Dr. Loeb and Secretary Shoemaker. Lhe first 
volume of this significant and extensive work was published 
in 1930, the twelfth and last volume in 1944. Each volume 
is prefaced with an introduction and foreword by the editors. 


The Debates, and the companion work entitled The 
Journal of the Constitutional Convention of 1875 published 
by the Society in 1920, have been of invaluable service to 
judges, lawyers, legislators, political scientists, and students 
of Missouri legal and constitutional history. As a result of 
the two publications, which had been practically inaccessible 
owing to their having been preserved only in original manu- 
script form, Missouri was well prepared for the Constitutional 
Convention of 1943-1944. The Debates and the Journal 
were available in printed form to all the members of the Con- 
vention, who on May 18, 1944, adopted the following reso- 
lution honoring the State Historical Society of Missour1: 


WHEREAS, The State Historical Society of Missouri, of Columbia, . 
Missouri, has generously provided each delegate to the present Constitu- 
tional Convention of Missouri a complete copy of both the Journal and the 
Debates of the 1875 Constitutional Convention of Missouri, consisting of 
two and twelve handsomely bound volumes, respectively; and 

WHEREAS, such books have been a virtual mine of authentic infor- 
mation and are a source of great help to the work of the present Conven- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS, it is realized that the publication of such books repre- 
sents a vast amount of painstaking and laborious effort on the part of 
Messrs. Isidor Loeb and Floyd C. Shoemaker, co-editors thereof: 

Now, therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, that the 1943-1944 Constitutional Convention of Mis- 
souri hereby tenders hearty thanks to The State Historical Society of 
Missouri for such books; and be it further 


RESOLVED, that the 1943-1944 Constitutional Convention of Mis- 
souri does hereby express sincere gratitude to Messrs. Isidor Loeb and 
Floyd C. Shoemaker for the valuable service by them rendered to the 
State of Missouri in making the useful material contained in such books 
conveniently available to the delegates in this Convention; and be it 
Turther 

RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Convention forward a separate 
copy of this resolution to The State Historical Society of Missouri, to Dr. 
Isidor Loeb, and to Mr. Floyd C. Shoemaker. 


The Mark Twain Orchestrelle Acquisition 


The LACK of museum space by the Historical Society 
never embarrassed it more than when it was offered Mark 
Twain’s Orchestrelle. The generous donors were Albert 
Bigelow Paine and his daughter, Frances Bigelow Paine, 
of New York City, who felt that Missouri was the rightful 
place for its final home. The famous instrument had been 
presented to these close friends of the Clemens family by 
Mrs. Clara Clemens Gabrilowitch, Mark Twain’s daughter, 
shortly after the death of her father in 1910. Notwithstand- 
ing the congestion in the quarters of the Society, the prof- 
fered gift was eagerly accepted and the Orchestrelle arrived 
in August, 1930. 


The Mark Twain Orchestrelle was one of the most treas- 
ured possessions of Missouri’s greatest author. Following 
the death of Mrs. Clemens in 1904, Mr. Clemens purchased 
the instrument hoping to find partial distraction from his 
grief over the loss of his wife. On it he played, or had played 
for him, the compositions which his mood required. The 
halo of romance and sentiment will ever envelop it. 
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The rolls of music, some hundred of Mark Twain’s own 
selection, were included with the gift as well as a music cabinet 
and bench, articles from the Clemens’ home. 

The Aeolian Music Company, which made the Orches- 
trelle especially on order of the author, reported that the in- 
strument is the finest and richest in tone it had ever assembled. 
It is of a type no longer made, costing $2,500 when con- 
structed in 1904. 

On its arrival at the Society’s home, it was placed in the 
reading room, notwithstanding its imposing eight feet in 
height and six feet in width. It was played on a number of 
occasions and its tone was sweet and mellow. On the occasion 
of the Mark Twain Centennial in Hannibal in 1935, the 
Orchestrelle was lent to the Mark Twain Centennial Com- 
mittee. It was returned to the Society’s quarters where it 
remained until 1938, when it was lent to the Mark Twain 
Museum in Hannibal. 


Missouri Historical Highway Markers 


COs ont was the first state in the Middle West to 
mark completely a modern cross-state highway with his- 
torical markers when thirty-three of these were erected along 
the entire route of U. S. Highway 36 from Hannibal to St. 
Joseph in 1931. The project was financed entirely with 
funds furnished by George A. Mahan, president of the His- 
torical Society, without an appropriation of public funds of 
any kind. The setting of each marker was also landscaped 
with funds provided by Mr. Mahan. 

A historical survey of the route was made by the 
State Historical Society, which selected the sites. The 
research work of compiling the inscriptions on the markers 
was done by the Society’s reference librarian, Miss Sarah 
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Guitar. A distinguishing feature of the markers was the 
design at the top, a reproduction of the insignia of the State 
Historical Society. 

The markers are of cast aluminum with inscriptions on 
both sides; each marker measures 36 inches high by 42 inches 
wide and is mounted on an iron standard. The letters and 


i= A fo gi i> Pa £; b, + } 
borders of the markers are raised and are of burnt black 


enamel on an aluminum-colored background. Each marker 
weighs 250 pounds. 


Permission to locate the markers on U. S. Highway 36 
was granted by the Missouri State Highway Commission. 
The Highway Department installed the markers, being reim- 
bursed for labor and material by Mr. Mahan. 


While U. S. Highway 36 was the first modern cross-state 
highway in Missouri and the Middle West to be completely 
marked with historical markers, it was by no means the first 
highway so commemorated. In the period between 1910 and 
1913, the famous Boone’s Lick Trail from St. Louis and St. 
Charles to Franklin and the Santa Fe Trail from Franklin 
to New Santa Fe on the western border of Missouri had been 
marked with sixty-four red granite boulders by the Missouri 
State Society of the D.A.R. The State of Missouri appro- 
priated $6,000 for the project. Between 1915 and 1917, 
the Missouri Society of the D.A.R. also placed nine granite 
markers at points along the route of El Camino Real or the 
King’s Highway, the old Spanish road from St. Louis to New 
Madrid. Several of these fine and permanent markers are still 
seen along our modern highways where the latter follow these 
old trails of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Num- 
bers of historic sites in Hannibal, St. Louis, and Springfield 
also have been marked by Mr. Mahan, the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce of St. Louis, and the University Club of Spring- 
field, respectively. 
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The Mark Twain Centennial And The Ste. 


Genevieve Bicentennial Celebrations 


YHEN the Fifty-seventh General Assembly of Missour1 
convened in 1933, it took under consideration the commem- 
oration in 1935 of an vulslandiig historical event—the 
bicentennial of the founding of the State’s oldest permanent 
settlement, Ste. Genevieve. The Fifty-eighth General As- 
sembly, which met in 1935, created the Mark Twain Cen- 
tennial Celebration Commission to arrange for the cen- 
tennial observance in 1935 of the birth of the State’s greatest 
author, Samuel L. Clemens. An appropriation of $10,000 
was made available for each celebration. In both celebrations 
the State Historical Society contributed its services. The 
celebrations were educational and stimulating; each also 
resulted in the founding of a permanent historical museum— 
the Mark Twain Museum in Hannibal and the Public Library 
and Museum in Ste. Genevieve. 

The Mark Twain Centennial Celebration was observed 
monthly in Hannibal with historical pageants, parades, din- 
ners, and addresses from January to November, 1935. During 
these eleven months, the national press services carried Mark 
Twain news from Hannibal almost weekly, until it was called 
the best-known little city in the United States. 

The State Historical Society prepared a special exhibit 
of rare editions of Mark Twain’s books and newspapers re- 
lating to him and his brother, Orien, which were displayed in 
the Mark Twain Museam. The Society also lent its Mark 
Twain Orchestrelle and Secretary Shoemaker delivered several! 
addresses on Mark Twain. 7 

One of the most significant compliments which was 
paid to Hannibal and its Mark Twain Centennial was the 
visit of the State Historical Society for its annual banquet 


EBL gana {osbeonath sioie 9 rt 


ae oft eds lsinasiaa 


> 


ecopardl im (sine : 9 3 ~ gales 


sidapiiaiebe to. caaicbiiny sina dst v9 | | 
“aftgattis09 oct none rabiets | aba Root He BROT fil i bonavnes ak 
Site Hiss Hm al” as siabth ‘gaibncndictns ie Sar” ee its “toDato ba a 
lesiémasg tzskin t'sin2 elt lo gaibhach ‘art Yo isinasansdid — 
-ef, Isortae) dtayis- ae oT wiv Sivan wore Inorrstsi9e |) 
“459 diganT ars add bei gar bet. et dorm did w seldinise ne, 
“192 pals eT aY | mT eer ok sudieeinnena hoiindoleD isinnsd i a ) 
Japacrsg a orate os to Arig aut Yo TERE sai gone rieedo. isins99 mek. 
60 ‘Ore. 1d adbiahxjondas ith ero, m g boise nodius | 
enoiterdaten died at moijpdaleg: dag toh shivinvd sbasi eew 
Se ag Wwerse ves. , hatudiines: yavinc? Iigainossitt 95632 geld 
ogis dose yuitsiuinn: bak leneitbonhs ow enortey 
“sitisaitan. Vp: otiosatd ines terieg gw gaibyuol - ety ni bstlven, 
‘pindid oplehs ods bos lediateakt si bey nicwT te es 
; Stag 32 ii “useu bas ; 
Brvwedo ; zi M ‘aoite wale iciiits ya niowT, Avs}? end aa | 
-tih .eobping ,etonaee lestrostd shi Jp , 
ra ‘a Bice aacennae! oe cau #0) 


ae ag We ff ig dean scien yak 
bi hh eae beaitrt ott nix i ys oe 

ee ae eanda iboosqony Tgipue C tH 
188) Basie Stn “bie a: 2 ‘nigel A gif} 
at hy tole ona, Syl 0000 ratio eid 
6. art “yao ! Gale, ae | 


104 The State Historical Society of Missouri 


on May 9, 1935. For the first time in its history, the Society 
left Columbia following its annual business meeting for this 
annual event. Among the speakers at the Society’s banquet 
in Hannibal were Mr. Mahan, Dr. Loeb, Dr. Otto Heller, and 
the Reverend Father Van ‘Tourenhout. Through local 
initiative, observances were also held in Chillicothe, Columbia, 
Kansas City, New York City, and St. Louis. 

From August 19 to 22, 1935, the ancient town of Ste. 
Genevieve celebrated the two hundredth anniversay of its 
founding and commemorated its historic past by religious 
ceremonies, historical addresses, the presentation of a pageant, 
the publication of a history, and the erection of a museum and 
library building. 

The four-day celebration was begun with a pontifical 
High Mass, during which the Church of Ste. Genevieve was 
consecrated. The Museum and Library building, erected 
to house relics of Ste. Genevieve’s pioneer days, was also dedi- 
cated on the opening day. On the second day the old Ste. 
Genevieve cemetery was consecrated. The afternoon pro- 
gram each day was given over to addresses of visiting speakers. 
Secretary Shoemaker talked on ‘“‘Missouri’s French Heritage.” 

The historical pageant, ‘Mother of the West,” was pre- 
sented in twenty episodes, five episodes each night, a cast of 
1,000 persons taking part in the presentation. A need in the 
field of Missouri history for a complete account of the history 
of Ste. Genevieve met a timely fulfilment in the Reverend 
Francis J. Yealy’s Sainte Genevieve, the Story of Muissourt’s 
Oldest Settlement, which was published at the time of the 
celebration. 

The Ste. Genevieve Bicentennial Celebration was pro- 
ductive of historical fruits both of the day and pericd. Be- 
sides those mentioned or implied, were three affecting the 
section, the State, and the Historical Society. Southeast 
Missouri and the river counties from St. Charles to Pemiscot 
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were brought together in a community of interest in their 
historical heritage. The State of Missouri was impressively 
reminded in print and picture of its priceless historical treasure 
in Ste. Genevieve. And, the Secretary of the State Historical 
Society there made the acquaintance of Senator George A. 
Rozier, who became from that day one of the most active 
supporters of the Society and its work. 


The Platte Purchase Centennial Celebration 


OOF, 1937 an unsolicited and unexpected state appropria- 
tion of $10,000 was made to the State Historical Society for a 
celebration at St. Joseph of the centennial anniversary of the 
Platte Purchase, which added to Missouri the area now in- 
cluded in its six northwestern counties. On the Society's 
request the six counties in the Platte Purchase country 
planned and executed the celebration, subject to the financial 
supervision of the Historical Society. The amount spent 
was $9,861.23. 

The three-day celebration, held in St. Joseph on August 
18, 19, and 20, 1938, was inaugurated on the evening of the 
18th with a Platte Purchase historical dinner given by the 
Society, which was attended by 450 persons. The principal 
speakers were Senator Allen McReynolds, president of the 
Society, Secretary Shoemaker, Miss Ada Claire Darby, 
and Judge Merrill E. Otis. A mural painting, “The Platte 
Purchase,” by George Gray was unveiled. The dinner was 
unusual in that it was the second dinner of the Society to be 
held outside of Columbia. | | 

On the evening of the following day, the Platte Purchase 
Centennial Celebration Pageant, with a cast of 500 persons 
representing all six counties, was given in Krug Park Bowl 
before a crowd estimated at twenty-five thousand. An 
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attractive souvenir program was issued containing the script 
of the pageant and a list of the cast and of the various com- 
mittees in charge of the celebration. 

On the afternoon of August 20, the celebration continued 
with a historical ‘“March of Time” parade. In the evening a 
costume ball was held at Lake Contrary, just outside St. 
joseph. . 

During the entire celebration, six groups of historical 
collections, representing each of the six Platte Purchase 
counties, were on public display. The exhibition contained 
many items of unusual interest and value, the Platte County 
collection being awarded the first prize. The merchants 
of historic St. Joseph lent their display windows during the 
celebration for the exhibition of museum objects relating to 
its more than a century of history and especially to such 
historical episodes and characters as the coming of the steam- 
boat and the first cross-state railroad in Missouri, the Pony 
Express, the Overland Stage, Jesse James, and Eugene Field. 

The Platte Purchase Centennial Celebration stimulated 
interest in local history. Few newspapers equal those of St. 
Joseph in presenting historical articles on city and section. 
The St. Joseph Museum already established and rapidly 
developed, today has its own home. Eugene Field had 
already been eulogized and his name had been commemorated 
by a boulevard, libraries, and schools over Missouri. And, 
the Platte County Historical Society was later organized. 


County Historical Societies 


ll HE THIRD period of historical society development in the 
United States, which opened around 1910, had as one of its 
characteristics the growth of county and _ local historical 
societies. The movement has by no means receded and 1s 
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already rich in such accomplishments as educational programs 
on local history, assembling. historical collections, preserva- 
tion of historical sites and buildings, collecting vital statistical 
data, publishing historical information, and founding his- 
torical museums. In Missouri the movement grew slowly 
until the 1930’s when it spread rapidly and continued, but at 
a slower rate, in the 1494U’s. Lhe State Historical Society 
has always assumed leadership and extended help in organiz- 
ing and assisting local histprical societies through advice, 
guidance literature, addresses, encouragement to all such 
projects and news in The Missouri Historical Review on the 
progress being made. 


The first county historical society in Missouri to become 
an auxiliary member of the State Historical Society was the 
Pike County Historical Society in 1906, which had been 
founded in 1904. Two other local historical societies became 
auxiliary members that year, the Pettis County Old Settlers 
Association and the St. Louis Conference Historical Society, 
Methodist Episcopal Church. There were also in existence 
in 1906 the present Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis. 
founded in 1866, the Kansas City Historical Society, organized 
in 1895 and later called the Missouri Valley Historica! Society. 
the Missouri Baptist Historical Society, organized in 1885, | 
the Historical Society of the Methodist Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, organized in 1906, the Missouri 
Folk-Lore Society, organized in 1906, and the Pilot Knob 
Memorial Association, organized in 1903. Most of these 
failed to survive. In 1912 the Lutheran Historical Society 
of Perry County was organized, in 1916 the Adair County 
Historical Society was founded, and in 1917 the St. Louis 
Catholic Historical Society was founded. 


In the 1920's, seven county historical societies were 
founded but only two survived: The Public Library and 
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Historical Association of Lexington and the Cape Girardeau 
County Historical Society. The Concordia Historical In- 
stitute (Lutheran) was also founded and has survived and 
the Mark Twain Memorial Park Association of Northeast 
Missouri editors was formed, whose legacy to Missouri 
resulted in the Mark Twain State Park—the first gift of its 
kind to the State. 

In the 1930's, eighteen county societies were organized, 
of which thirteen survived: the county historical societies 
of Clay, Howard and Cooper (later called the Boone’s Lick 
Historical Society), Phelps, Vernon, Saline, Johnson, Laclede, 
Texas, Dunklin, Madison, Audrain, Lewis, and St. Louis. 
The Native Sons of Kansas City, the Eugene Field Foundation 
in St. Louis, the Historical Association of Greater St. Louis 
and the William Clark Society in St. Louis, the Kansas 
City Museum, the Mark Twain Commission and the Mark 
Twain Museum Board in Hannibal, and the Library and 
Museum in Ste. Genevieve, were also founded during the 
decade. 

In the 1940’s, all of the eight county societies which 
were organized survived: Jackson, Mississippi, Callaway, 
Polk, Cole, Pettis, Boone, and Platte. The Campbell House 
Foundation in St. Louis was also founded at this time and the 
St. Louis Historical Documents Foundation, the St. Louis 
Railway Historical Society, and the Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society were organized. | 


Manuscripts 


OVF,, ANY library which serves as a historical depository, the 
value of manuscripts ranks high. In many cases, they are 
the only record of facts necessary to complete the history of 
a community or a state, of a person or an industry. His- 
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torians have found that private and official manuscripts often 
contain a detailed or intimate insight into a period or a phase 
of history which cannot be gained otherwise. Adhering to 
its primary objective of collecting pertinent material that 
will throw light on the history of Missouri, the State Historical 
Society has been particularly interested in collecting, pre- 
serving, and publishing original manuscript records and 
documents relating to the State. Since the Society’s docu- 
mentary publications have already been considered in this 
chapter, attention will here be directed mainly to the collect- 
ing and calendaring of manuscripts both public and private 
and to the publication of private manuscripts in The Missouri 
Historical Review. 

The manuscript collection of the Society is notable in 
selectivity, scope, and value. It embraces 183,763 pages of 
original private manuscripts, 99,390 pages on microfilm, 
67,050 letters and records of the Missouri Council of Defense 
of World War I, and 120,755 items of archives of the State 
of Missouri. While the last two categories of material were 
obtained in the 1920’s and 1911 respectively, except 5,575 
items of archives obtained in 1948, and while the material 
in category one above was assembled from 1901 to the present, 
the greatest period of collecting the original private manu- 
scripts as well as manuscript material on microfilm was dur- 
ing the 1930’s. It was also during the decade of the 1930's 
that the manuscript department was organized and the 
collection itself calendared by the Society’s cataloger, Miss 
Pearle McCown. The manuscripts in the coilection, both 
private and public, were protected with steel equipment 
during these years. : 

The manuscript material in the collection is of an almost 
bewildering variety. The Society has worked purposefully 
in collecting in part original letters, letter books, diaries, 
’ autobiographies, and reminiscences. Also memorandum and 
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account books, some business records, church minute books, 
college ledgers, journals, tax bills, land warrants, minutes of 
meetings, state archives, public documents, and numerous 
other kinds of material comprise this collection. 

The first manuscript acquisition of especial value was 
the original manuscript ‘‘Record of the Presbytery of Mis- 
souri”’ from 1817 to 1901, which was obtained during the 
1901-1902 biennium. This was followed by the large and 
valuable collection of the original manuscripts of Brigadier 
General Thomas A. Smith covering the period from 1798 to 
1864, which was obtained in the 1905-1906 biennium. Before 
the 1920’s, these five unusual acquisitions were added: the 
Garland C. Broadhead Collection (1853-1908), the Missouri 
State archives salvaged from the capitol fire (1838-1911), 
the William McClung Paxton Collection (1860-1915), the Odon 
Guitar Collection (1813-1884), and the autobiography of 
Charles D. Drake (1811-1867). 

During the 1920’s the flow of letters and diaries in- 
creased and four notable collections were acquired, the 
last two being obtained by purchase: the correspondence of 
the Missouri Council of Defense of World War I (1917- 
1918), the compiled, extended biographical records of 8,000 
Missouri Confederate veterans, the memorandum books of 
William Clark (1798-1801, 1809, 1819-1831), and the John 
Sappington Collection (1800-1887). 

- The high tide of private manuscript acquisitions was the 
1930’s when three unusual collections of letters were donated 
and five were purchased, in addition to four rare collections of 
manuscript record books acquired by gift and one by purchase. 
The outstanding letter collections donated were: the Abiel 
Leonard Collection (1786-1896), the James S. Rollins Col- 
lection (1830-1888), and the William H. McLane Collection 

- (1836-1886). The first two were published in part in The 


Missouri Historical Review. The ‘outstanding letter collec- 
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tions purchased were: the Lisbon and James L. Applegate 
Collection (1819-1903), the Lucinus S. McCoy Collection 
(1855-1888), the Meredith M. Marmaduke Collection (1823- 
1886), the Frederick Starr Collection (1852-1855), and the 
James Keyte Collection (1818-1876). Among the unusual 
collections of manuscript record books acquired by gift were 
William Faris record books, the James Henderson Bronaugh 
journals and day books, the Glasgow Savings Bank records, 
and the George F. Kuemmel mercantile records and account 
books. The Moses U. Payne and Moses M. Broadwell Col- 
lection of journals, ledgers, record and letter books dating 
from 1828 to 1869 was obtained by purchase. 

A microfilm copy of the Federal Population Schedules of 
Missouri from 1830 to 1870, a total of 91,123 pages, was 
another outstanding acquisition of the 1930’s. These have 
proved to be extremely useful in historical and genealogical 
research and also have been used to verify the ages of old 
age pension applicants born in Missouri. Among other out- 
standing manuscript microfilm acquisitions of the 1930's 
were a file of the Aull manuscript collection of journals, 
ledgers, and cashbooks of James and Robert Aull of Lexington, 
Independence, Richmond, and Liberty, for the years 1825- 
1851; the Lyman C. Draper manuscripts, consisting of nearly 
two thousand interviews with Missourians, mainly about 
the War of 1812, the Boone’s Lick Country, and the St. Charles 
district; and letters on political subjects from James S. Rollins 
to Carl Schurz written in the period 1870-1885. 

During the 1940’s several noteworthy collections were 
added to the manuscript department, among which were the 
invaluable official stenotype transcription of the debates of 
the Missouri Constitutional Convention of 1943-1944; the 
Walter Williams Collection; the letters of Doctor William 
Keil: a translation of Nicholas Hesse’s Das Westliche Nord 
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Amerika, later published in the Review; the Civil War diary 
of John Buegel, also published in the Review; the William H. 
Gregg manuscript (1861-1864); a photostatic copy of the 
Jacob Lanius diary (1833-1842); the Vance Randolph collec- 
tion of Ozark folksongs, of which two of the four volumes 
have been published by the Society; the H. H. Banks collec- 
tion of records of Christian College at Columbia, (1858- 
1882); the Henry Vest Bingham diary of 1818, later published 
in the Review; the war letters and diaries of Missourians 
in the armed forces during World War IJ; and forty-nine 
volumes of state election returns from 1838 to 1878. 


Newspapers 


A QUESTIONNAIRE letter was sent from the Nebraska State 
Historical Society office in November, 1934, to sixty of the 
leading historical societies requesting information .as_ to 
methods of collecting and preserving newspaper files. Thirty- 
seven societies replied, and among these the State Historical 
Society of Missouri ranked fourth in number of bound volumes 
of newspapers, being surpassed only by Kansas, Wisconsin, 
and Ohio. Missouri also ranked fourth in the number of 
weekly papers received, as Kansas, Minnesota, and Nebraska 
~ each received a larger number. 


The realization that in the local press is recorded much 
of the unexploited history of the State led the Society to give 
especial attention to the work of collecting and preserving 
Missouri newspapers. Current files representing every county 
in the State and every town of importance were received and 
carefully preserved. The Society also took pride in its 
treasure of old newspaper files, some of which were repaired 
and bound in original form and others preserved through 
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photostatic or microphotographic reproduction. These files 
are of daily service to the research worker and contain a wealth 
of historical information not to be found elsewhere. The 
newspapers are also rich sources of biographical and genea- 
logical data and are of special usefulness in furnishing informa- 
tion of practical value. 

This objective of collecting and preserving Missouri 
newspapers was not only the first one executed by the Society 
but it has probably been the objective most consistently kept 
in view throughout these fifty years. More time and money, 
more care and planning have been devoted to the newspaper 
department than to any other collection. Moreover, because 
of its tremendous bulk, its daily and increasing use and growth, 
the constant deterioration of issues or volumes, and the ever 
changing methods of preservation and reproduction, it has 
presented more problems than any other department. From 
it flow the notes taken by the scholar for dissertation or book, 
by the title man for abstracts of property, by the lawyer for 
suits in court, by the politician for platforms and addresses, 
and by the citizen for vital statistics required in employ- 
ment, inheritance, and pension. Also from it have come such 
by-products as the most popular department of The AMissourt 
Historical Review and the most used index in the library. 

While the objective of collecting and preserving Missouri 
newspapers 1s outstanding throughout the Society’s history, 
it is here considered-in the period from 1915 to 1940 owing 
to the newspaper department’s having developed most during 
this period in organization, in size, and in methods of preserva- 
tion and reproduction. The first was the work of Mr. Roy 
T. King, who held the position of newspaper librarian from 
1924 to 1942; the second was due to the greater length of the 
period; and the third and fourth were the result of scientific 
and technical advances. It should be noted, however, that 
during the previous period from 1901 to 1914 the department 
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grew as fast, in proportion to the length of time, as during 
this period and that the period from 1941 to 1948 witnessed 
a greater use of newspaper files and a much greater volume of 
microfilming of old and disintegrating files. 


The newspaper department contains 21,087 bound 
volumes of newspapers and 1,800 unbound volumes. Of 


this total, 2,894 bound volumes are newspapers published 
before the founding of the Society. Including 222 bound 
volumes of photostated newspapers, less than five per cent 
of the aggregate was obtained by purchase. The editors of 
the State and other friends of the Society have made possible 
the assembling of the collection. The department also 
contains 668,858 newspaper pages on microfilm, of which 
415,900 pages—the equivalent of 2,000 volumes—are of news- 
papers published before the founding of the Society. 


The care and preservation of the Society’s extensive news- 
paper files have been among its chief concerns. It is prin- 
cipally through binding, repairing, and special processing 
that an endeavor is made to extend their life and usefulness. 
The Society found it necessary, however, to do more than 
bind and rebind some of its files in order to preserve them. 


One of the best methods used by the Society in the 1920's 
and 1930's was to cover the newspaper pages with transparent 
Japanese silk tissue. This process had the disadvantage 
of being very expensive. In the later 1930's, another method 
was adopted known as the Broadman process. It was 
similar to the older method in that transparent sheets of paper 
were pasted over the newspaper pages. It was found te 
process greater transparency and was much less expensive. 


During the same period from 1919 to 1940, the Society 
obtained photostated copies of 222 volumes of rare files rep- 
resenting thirty-four different newspapers and covering the 
years from 1808 to 1861. 
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As an end to stricter economy and greater efficiency in 
obtaining lacking files and preserving deteriorating files, in 
October, 1937, the Society adopted the microfilm process 
whereby photographic copies of newspaper pages are pre- 
served on 35mm. cellulose acetate (safety) film which are 
read by means of a machine which projects an enlarged 
image. This film copy is quite permanent and is reported 
to be as durable as the best grade of book paper. It is 
economical both in cost and storage requirements. The 
cost for both negative and positive prints of newspapers is 
about two and one-half cents a page, whereas photostating 
by the most economical method has cost fifteen cents a page 
for reduced size negatives alone. A 100-foot roll of micro- 
film weighing ten ounces contains 750 to 800 pages, or from 
three to four years of a weekly newspaper, and requires only 
twenty-four cubic inches of storage space. 


The microfilming process is now used exclusively by the 
Society in completing its files of important old newspapers 
and in preserving deteriorating files. Since October, 1937, 
the Society has microfilmed 668,858 pages. Since 1944, 
the Society has also obtained microfilm copies of the final 
daily editions of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, which has come 
to the Society as a gift of the publisher. 


In addition to obtaining microfilm copies of important 
old newspaper files owned by Missouri editors, the preserva- 
tion of current newspapers, which are printed on woodpulp 
and which deteriorate rapidly, was another pressing problem 
of the Society. The State Historical Society included in 
its budget for 1945-June, 1947, a request for microfilming 
all Missouri weeklies, semi-weeklies, and tri-weeklies received 
during 1945 and 1946. Appropriations for these activities 
were made by the Sixty-third General Assembly of Missouri 
and approved by Governor Phil M. Donnelly. 
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It has been the plan of the Society to continue the micro- 
filming of current Missouri weeklies and eventually of current 
dailies, but the disintegrating condition of the wocdpulp 
files of old newspapers in the Society’s own collection forced 
it to turn its attention to the solution of this problem to 
avoid the drastic remedy of withdrawing the papers from 
public use. Again, the General Assembly of Missouri and 
Governor Donnelly responded and 764,000 pages of woodpulp 
papers are under contract to be microfilmed by June 30, 1949. 

In concluding this section on ‘Newspapers,’ notice 
should be called to the Missouri part of the monumental work 
entitled, American Newspapers, 1821-1936: A Union List 
Files Available In The United States And Canada, edited 
by Winifred Gregory under the auspices of the Bibliographical 
Society of America and published in 1937. The State His- 
torical Society compiled the twenty-seven pages devoted to 
Missouri newspapers as far as they could be located in libraries 
and newspaper offices in the State. The completeness of the 
Missouri compilation, the scope of Missouri journalism, 
and the extent of the Missouri files still preserved are to some 
degree indicated by Missouri’s ranking eighth in the nation and 
third among the states west of the Mississippi in the number 
of pages devoted to its newspapers in this Union List. 


Other Significant Historical Activities 


OF, A FAST growing institution, the number as well as the 
size of activities may greatly increase even within the in- 
stitution’s proper scope of work. This has been true with the 
functions of the State Historical Society. No attempt. will 
be made here to mention all of such activities, but a brief 
summary of several of the significant ones seems desirable 
and necessary. 
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The first activity of this nature, which became pronounced 
during the period under consideration and which will doubtless 
continue to expand in the future, was the observance of his- 
torical anniversaries. While the Louisiana Purchase Exposi- 
tion of 1904 directed attention to our maturity on American 
soil, the year 1912 to the centennial of Missouri Territory 
and the organization of our first five counties, and the year 
1914 to celebration of the 150th anniversary of the founding 
of St. Louis, it was not until the centennial of Missouri’s 
statehood that the tide of anniversary observances reached 
flood proportions. The movement was inaugurated by the 
Historical Society’s Centennial Committee of One Thousand 
Missourians in 1916, the Howard County Centennial Celebra- 
tion, and the Missouri Press Association’s Golden Jubilee 
meeting that year. From that time to the present, semt- 
centennial, seventy-fifth anniversary, and centennial cele- 
brations have been observed with increasing frequency in 
Missouri by cities and counties, churches and colleges, rail- 
roads and trails, associations and industries, as well as those 
of great historical characters and events associated with the 
State. The Society played an important part in many of these 
observances by lending its services in furnishing information 
on historical matters and on similar accomplishments over the 
State. 7 

Asecond activity of this nature, with which the Historical 
Society became associated by furnishing data, advice, encour- 
agement, or other help, dealt with historical markers, memo- 
rials, and monuments. Mention has been made, under 
“Missouri Historical Highway. Markers,’’ of seventy-three 
markers erected along three historic trails and one cross- 
state highway in Missouri. A number were also erected in 
Hannibal (9), St. Louis (200), and Springfield (14). 

The erection of public memorials and monuments was 
greatly stimulated by a state appropriation made in 1919 
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providing a maximum of $1,000 to any single county or 
city for the erection of a World War monument or memorial. 
In The Missouri Historical Review for July, 1925, an article 
on ‘Monuments and Memorials in Missouri’ by Miss Sarah 


Guitar presented a preliminary report on a survey made 


by the Society, which revealed scores of both, honoring 
Missourians and commemorating events of significance in 
the history of the State. Since that time, the movement 
has gained momentum in every corner of the State with 
increasing interest in markers and preservation of buildings. 


Equally significant of a widespread historical sentiment 
is the fact that Missouri’s state park system, begun in 1924, 
contains seven parks honoring historical persons or events. 
The Arrow Rock State Park is notable for its old Arrow Rock 
Tavern, owned by the State and operated by the Missouri 
Division of the D.A.R., which organization was assisted by 
the Historical Society in obtaining state appropriation 
for purchase of the Tavern and for furnishing it. 


The Society also lent its services to the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy of Missouri in the selection of names of 
Missouri Confederate generals for consideration for placement 
on the Stone Mountain Memorial and personally presented 
through the secretary Missouri’s claim for placement on the 
memorial itself. 

A third significant, historical activity was the publication 
of general histories of the State. While the Society was not 
directly associated with these works, its collections, historical 
publications, and popularization program made two of these 
possible and aided in the success of two more. 


A fourth activity of this nature was the publication of 
school and college textbooks on Missouri history. When the 
period opened in 1915, two state history textbooks were avail- 
able but only one of these, that by Perry S. Rader which 
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was first issued in 1891, was in use. In 1918, E. M. Violette’s 
state history for college work was published, followed by C. H. 
McClure’s in 1920, Floyd C. Shoemaker’s in 1922, Jonas Viles’ 
in 1933, and Frederic A. Culmer’s in 1938. The state de- 
partment of education published a workbook on state history 
and in 1935 Mrs. Monia Cook Morris and Miss Margaret 
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facilities and services were at the disposal of these authors, 
who greatly benefited from its help and work. 


A fifth activity, which is closely related to the foregoing 
one, was the growth of college courses in Missouri history. 
The first of these was given in the session of 1902-1903 by 
Jonas Viles in the University of Missouri, although a course 
for graduates in Missouri history and administration had been 
offered by Dr. Loeb in the University the year before. The 
courses in Missouri history have been offered continuously 
in the University since that time. Missouri history courses 
were given in 1916 by C. H. McClure in the State Normal 
School at Warrensburg and by E. M. Violette in the State 
Normal School at Kirksville. Soon classes in Missouri 
history were being held in the other normals and later in 
some of the private colleges. The forerunners in this work 
were the same inen who had become interested in the subject 
through their close association with the Society. 


A sixth activity of this period, which had begun during 
the preceding one, was the growth of graduate studies in Mis- 
souri history and government in the universities. Professors 
Frederick C. Hicks, Isidor Loeb, and Jonas Viles of the 
University of Missouri inaugurated this work in the State 
contemporaneously with its rise in out-of-state universities. 
The latter soon plaved a minor part, however, as the collec- 
tion of the State Historical Society made more research facil- 
ities available and easily accessible at home. The sound 
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disciplinary feature of seminar instruction and research in 
Missouri state and local history and the widespread apprecia- 
tion of scholarly contributions gave impetus to this work, 
which spread to Washington University, St. Louis University, 
and Kansas City University. Graduate students from these 
institutions found the collections of the State Historical 
Society invaluable in their researches... A number of the 
theses were also considered for use in The Missouri Historical 
Review and were published there in condensed or selected form. 


Another activity of this: period was the acquisition of por- 
traits of several outstanding historical personages of Missouri 
other than portraits by G. C. Bingham, which will be con- 
sidered under the Bingham Collection in Chapter IV. In 
1931, the Society purchased from Cary Breckenridge Wood- 
ville of Sweet Springs, West Virginia, a fine oil portrait of 
Benjamin Howard, the last governor of the Territory of 
Louisiana and the first governor of the Territory of Missouri. 
Payment was made from the Membership Fund (Trust). 
During the same decade the Society received as a gift from 
Henry C. Thompson of. Bonne Terre, Missouri, a trustee, 
oil portraits by Mr. Thompson of Thomas H. Benton, Lewis 
F. Linn, Frank P. Blair, Daniel Boone, James B. Eads, and 
Mark Twain. 


A final word on “Other Significant Historical Activities”’ 
may be devoted to some decisions of policy made during the 
period which influenced the history of the Society. The 
field of collecting was more strictly limited to Missouri 
except in purely historical and genealogical categories. No 
separate genealogical department was established, although 
a strong and growing genealogical section of the library 
was developed. It was not thought advisable owing to 
lack of funds and quarters to found'a museum. The union 
catalog with the University of Missouri was discontinued. 
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The Society felt that it was unable to sponsor projects 
which were not under the full control of the Society, and 
in the event that full control were offered, sponsorship should 
be assumed only if the Society thought that the project 
was not only desirable but of more importance than other 
projects and if the appropriations made were adequate for . 
carrying on both the necessary work of the Society and the 
additional work involved in the new projects. The policy 
was especially strict with reference to commercial projects 
and those requiring state legislation or appropriations. 
Finally, on April 25, 1939, the Executive Committee after 
full discussion unanimously adopted a resolution of policy to 
the effect that the defined functions of the Society made it 
inadvisable for it to lend its name in formal approval of any 
project or proposal involving legislation or appropriation by 
the State or Federal governments or action by their agencies 
without decision by the Finance Committee or the Executive 
Committee or the Annual Meeting of the Society. 
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IV 
Fruition And Maturity, 1941-1948 


The Modern State Historical Society 


pret 


© “x )) HE FOURTH period of the history of the State Historical 
Society of Missouri, which began in 1941, was one of fruition 
and maturity. (1) It was characterized by selectivity of 
acquisitions, by value and worth of new, outstanding collec- 
tions rather than by size and number of items. (2) Develop- 
ment and growth became natural features associated with 
former accomplishment and more careful planning as con- 
trasted with the strained labors of the preceding decades. 
This was evidenced in library, membership, rare book collec- 
tions, galleries, and publications. (3) Although the spirit 
of experimentation of the previous period continued to live, 
the fourth period was rather one of new projects whose 
value and worth were proven before being undertaken. 
(4) A fourth characteristic was permanence. The out- 
standing acquisitions of the period, while distinctly local. 
also had high national significance and value; the publications, 
while essentially Missourian or Ozarkian, were original 
contributions to the scholarship of the nation; and the large 
scale microfilm reproduction of newspapers was an important 
step in the permanent preservation of the fourth largest state 
newspaper library in the United States. (5) A fifth and 
last feature of the new period was more nearly adequate state 
support as a result of the personal efforts of George A. Rozier, 
who relieved the Society and its secretary of financial labors 


em, Nyy Wes na ce oe 4) yl a ton OS Ca! 
+ : - a , - RT ee, a \ vie) We ’ 
:* ep . ih Hee 
5 ‘ oe , Sie Hoh ; 


tages : 


a PA ee B cae 
oe TTWOR vsVh \ shoe Sasha dell: st in 
rita! t . an cae : a d 
: nee 2 bide se ea 
i Pa oY Sn Sa 
ee 3 . 1 oT ., ee: Wit te gal a 


- 


gH. +21 ‘ Se Ka ‘noitint 


egiabite, fy, aot Sieh ae wee a iad re $ Je RAR A: tiv trier con teeta 


_ Yoioo® softer ai osmne amoboM “Ts 


ay 

’ a 
‘Ny ae; 

4 r 


isatiosei lt 5 092 adi i Any oil? %o Reale intav084 SH 
noittut 16 ond eaw 1202 ni neged. nloishve , fanoveilt } Ts) aseaks ns 
10 iivitoslve va besiras: sengilo ag Th AL): truss - bas. 
-rallox gnibnateiuo .woa Yo drow ban s¢lav vd a 
«colored (S$) -.eeve2i lo 19dmun baw ane eat. nes yodier enoit 
dtiw Leablooase: sy1wIgsk Ie1uJEe argon Hywro ty bias: ued 
-1oo 28 gnintelq fulewss sont bak eammplaiiqaiooos 190070). a 2 
eobsxeb unibsosw od? lo: tiodsl basiaue od? Aliya botasnt,.. a 
rstloa dood 4161 ,Giteedmom ,‘caidil mi beenghivs 26w aut: ae 
tnige ads dyuodslA. (£) . .enotisaildng birt.’ ,edtrolley: “seat | 
ovil of baintinos booq evoresiqg oft to hoifataamiiogyd Yo, ot 
seoihw ejosioiq won to ono rotits4 enw boivad diol adit i 
agenens mu gnied sioled asvo1q wove dow hak sub 
tuo SAT .sotsanmisq eb. sieht endo sire A; | 
Jeoo! yBouttaib slicw: Beireq ot Ww enoltiein ps unig oe, - 
eueieciidye si; sulsv bas sone: vitiogie tenciitnn tyid hail oi = 7 
incigino Tew. see x0 10 abi ose ~Nllait nse9. i ae 
opin odd. hre-imetien oly lo: qitteislen | 2 9 est MA 0: 
Pree TOR ONS ak eroqaqeon, to ve orgy totiiorsicn a 
orate Jeoginl disgot ods to ncisevises avy J | 

Ni bas. Aa A (@) | .evtaie, bein 
Sete stsupabs yhesn 0m enn’ bens 
 pisisoa] A agroge) Yo extotia lat oa 
ay nods} Isionisna we biases 


x é st 
ve yi, vu LU 
hab / ’ in my rah aye ia let ; — att 
at ea Wit 37) al rica Ln 
fe ee aara iE STL Le at : a Sis 
, ALCON iP. Ji ; sate PL a 
‘, I AY A mt ni Pia : a eats it Ay. Behe its. 


~Fruttion And Maturity 123 


and worries over appropriations for the period from 1939 
to July, 1949, inclusive. 


The Year 1941 


oT imac 

9 HE year 1941, which marked the beginning of the period 
of fruition and maturity, was 2 red-letter year in the history 
of the Society. It was during these twelve months that the 
rare J. Christian Bay Collection of Middle Western History 
was acquired. The collection was not only the most important 
and valuable single acquisition since the Sampson Collection 
of 1901, but it filled an open and obvious gap in the library 
and added national distinction as well to the Society and its 
library. 

The year 1941 also marked the completion of ‘This 
Week in Missouri History,” after the sixteen-year publica- 
tion of 871 articles, the beginning of a new series of weekly 
articles for the press on the social history of the State, and 
the inauguration of the two-volume work entitled MWissourt, 
Day By Day, which placed at the finger-tips of all the facts 
relating to the outstanding events and persons in Missouri 
history. 


And, of especial significance was the 1941 appropriation 
of $67,660 for 1941 and 1942 compared with $59,040 for 1939 
and 1940. Both appropriations were the first material in- 
creases over the appropriations for 1923-1924 and 1929- 
1930, notwithstanding all through the intervening years the 
Society’s membership, its collections, its correspondence, its 
patrons, its publications, its responsibilities, and its duties had 
had astounding increases. | 


The appropriation dropped to $66,420 for 1943-1944. 
After the financial year under the new constitution was 
changed in 1945 to begin in July, the Society received annual 
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appropriations. The first two were for $39,520 each, the 
third for $47,100, and the fourth for $71,100. These increases 
were necessary to permit the Society to meet higher costs of 
operation, its publication program, and the greatly enlarged 
microfilming project for insuring permanent preservation of 
its old Missouri newspaper files printed on wood pulp paper. 


Brenclente Of The Period 


ITH the election of Senator George A. Rozier as 
president in 1941, the State Historical Society returned to the 
original practice of changing presidents every three years, as 
a result of an amendment to the Society’s constitution pro- 
posed by Senator Allen McReynolds, the retiring president, 
in order to obtain greater geographical and personal distribu- 
tion of the office. During this period, the practice begun in 
1925 of electing as president outstanding public men asso- 
ciated with the practice of law was continued and a university 
professor was also elected from the related field of political | 
science. It is of interest to notice that the three presidents 
of the period represented three district sections: southeast 
Missouri, Mr. Rozier; the city and county of St. Louis, Dr. 
Loeb; and northwest Missouri, Mr. Zwick. As the two 
preceding presidents, Senator McReynolds and Mr. Mahan, 
came from southwest and northeast Missouri respectively, 
almost every section of the State was represented by the last 
five presidents of the Society. The first six presidents 
represented the following sections: central Missouri, Mr. 
Stephens and Mr. White; northeast Missouri, Mr. Jewett; 
northwest Missouri, Mr. Robinson; St. Louis city, Mr. 
Stevens; and the Kansas City district, Mr. Southern of 
Independence. : 

Senator Rozier, a lawyer of Perryville (now of Jefferson 
City), was the youngest president of the Historical Society 
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George A, Rozier Isidor Loeb 
1941-1944 1944-1947 


G. L. Zwick 
1947-1948 


PRESIDENTS OF THE SOCIETY 
1941-1948 


G. L. Zwick was elected for the term ending at the Annual Meeting 
in 1930. 
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and the first president from southeast Missouri. Through 
his family be represented the French influence in Missouri's 
history and population. His outstanding record in the 
General Assembly in behalf of social legislation had given him 
state-wide leadership notwithstanding his position as a member 
of the minority party. He brought to the Society not only 
youthful vigor and outlook but a purpose consecrated to 
broadening the base of the Society’s work, increasing the 
appreciation of that work, and giving permanence to that 
work through care in planning, selectivity, and scholarship, 
and through proper and continued financial support. Al- 
though most of these characterizations are apropos of Mr. 
Rozier’s services on the Finance Committee, it seems proper 
to present them here since by request he met with the com- 
mittee as president before becoming a member of it. During 
his term as president, the Society rose in annual membership 
from 2,639 to 3,692, the Bay Collection was acquired, the 
publication of four of the last five volumes of the Debates 
was completed, and the two volumes of Missouri, Day By Dav 
_ were published. 

Doctor Loeb, professor of political science and public 
law in the University of Missouri and Washington University, 
St. Louis, was elected president of the Society in 1944. 
His association with the Society as officer, trustee, or member 
of the Finance Committee, is unique in that it covers the 
entire fifty years of the Society’s history from 1898 to 1948. 
Moreover, he alone has served as secretary and as president. 
During this half century his influence in the Society was 
marked and during much of this time it was predominant. 
His training as an administrator and scholar, combined with 
unusual financial ability, controlled imagination, and metic- 
ulous care in analyzing and planning, made possible and 
successful many undertakings almost beyond the Society's 
resources. During his term as president the annual member- 
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ship rose from 3,692 to 4,252; the Vance Randolph manu- 
script collection of “Ozark Folksongs’’ was obtained; the 
first volume of Ozark Folksongs and the last volume of the 
Debates were published; the Thomas H. Benton Collection 
of World War II paintings, the Daniel R. Fitzpatrick Collec- 
tion of original drawings of cartoons, and the famous painting 
“Order No. 11” or “Martial Law” by George Caleb Bingham 
were obtained; and all Missouri weekly newspapers received 
by the Society during 1945 and 1946 were microfilmed. 

G. L. Zwick, a lawyer of St. Joseph, who sat as a delegate 
in the Missouri Constitutional Convention of 1922-1923 and 
served as circuit judge in St. Joseph, was elected president 
at the meeting of the Executive Committee held in October, 
1947. He was the first president from northwest Missouri 
since H. E. Robinson, forty-four years before. Although at 
this writing, only nine months of the current year have passed, 
these unusual accomplishments have been realized: publica- 
tion of Volume XIII of the Governors’ Alessages, publication 
of Volume II of Ozark Folksongs, and microfilming of 128,000 
pages of old Missouri newspapers. Authorization has been 
made during 1948-1949 for publication of Volume XIV of 
the Governors’ Messages and of Volume III of Ozark Folksongs 
and for microfilming 764,000 pages of old Missouri news- 
papers. 


The J. Christian Bay Collection 


XY / HE J. Christian Bay Collection of Middle Western 
Americana ranks among the most unusual of such collections 
either privately or publicly owned and its acquisition in 1941 — 
was an outstanding highlight in the Society’s accomplish- 
ments. Consisting originally of 2,987 items, the collection was 
of especial value in including selected historical works for 
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those states in which the Society’s library was weak. From 
the collector himself, J. Christian Bay, then librarian of the 
John Crerar Library, Chicago, the collection takes added 
value. 

For nearly half a century, this outstanding scholar and 
bibliographer of national and international repute devoted 


his leisure to obtaining perfect copies of selected items which 
were fundamental in the history and literature of the five states 
of the old Northwest Territory and the five states of Ken- 
tucky, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri, and Kansas. Some atten- 
tion was also given to another group of five states to obtain 
coverage of material on the plains, namely, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Montana, and Wyoming. The 
collection is a unit of historical information on the great 
“Middle Border.” 

No expense was spared by Mr. Bay in the preservation 
of the collection. The beautiful and serviceable bindings 
came from the hands of the most skilled binders of Chicago 
and New York, as well as of Berlin, London, and Paris. 
Morocco, polished calf, original sheep, and handsome tooling 
enhance many items in the collection. Solander cases for 
many of the volumes are as beautiful as the bindings. 

A number of rare and unusual books have been added 
to the original collection as a result of gifts and purchases. 
The collection now includes 3,603 items. Cataloging of the 
Bay Collection was begun in February, 1947, by an experienced 
cataloger devoting full time to the work, which is expected 
to be completed during the fall of 1948. At that time, the 
collection will be made available to graduate students and 
others doing advanced research under special rules governing 
hours and use. 

The Bay Collection is kept separate from the Society's 
regular library. A rare book room was designed and furnished 
in keeping with the collection itself. The room is the result 


‘a passa oval ails 1o su teradil baw SC aseheatic ai Istromebanl o1ew. 7 


1 a a “ daioik ca scott | ee Br 
aor: Aaity enw eu 8": }191908 sd} inhi Pe ashe boots bs 


“aoe. 


9A) lo netierdil aeitt ved nsivenity A. Aloaaniil 10" mi fi ; 
bebbs aga noiysallon ofl ‘ att vole ‘81 of a - 


bra istordoe gnibiiste30 eit Rar “¢ 's tau wan sot 
eth ‘oiugs fanotsarini. bis: lsneitga to “19 | 1° | 
isthe eink, botoplos-Fe-esiqns doetseg, pniwisitdo. ad. aeewial 2 K 


' sg Yo eotsie ova oni bas votinst jaewdnoZ% blo ott ro 
phe moe ".eganst baw ,puosilt jewel seroconai, yal 
- gissda. ot edtete ov lo quotg tailsone OF Movig ocls aw rast 
 < gogneT po Sloman ante ait fo Isiietadt to aYBTIVOD NY 
““sdT © gairtorW bas .sisindht edeotieyt wrote ‘dioe” : 4 
6979 oi no - nolemater Seohonetl to sity cei cotieslion FF 
. ° 8 * sbi Sibi ae 
Aol sviseTtq 1 3és ati net aM yd wien enw sen OA 
egnibnid sldsestvise brs jutisanod adT _ Mavostlos oe 
-opsoid’) 16 xobnid bollite saont ont, asd ods. nott smso_ i 
ned’ bas nobsaot :nittsl to ea7 few es wlio wot & ) 
gniioc) emozbnad brs qyotte lsnigiw Min barleilog ,os9e 
rot gaan sebasloe . .iotinsilon oAF! at ‘eutolt ynsmr f 
> @onibnid odi-es luliwesd es ere eontiloy of O . ; 
babbs inosd saved adood Invevay ‘bie Sint lo oder A” 
aoepAoug bas ettig lo Nuest 6 ee moiryalbos lenge St 
gt Wo geigolstsD -enrsst 6008 esbeloai won iota Ts 
7 bysamobioa xs aod TaOE ccmindst st ‘ ae a "ee 
hotsoquo @ doidw show odd o7 ig0lstso 
ula omit aeds 3f: BERT Io ee or ai 


128 The State Historical Society of Missouri 


of careful planning, based on a survey of rare book rooms in 
the outstanding libraries of the United States. Both the 
collection and the room will bear favorable comparison 
with similar collections and rooms in this country. 

In response to an inquiry, the collection was offered by 
Mr. Bay to the Society in 1941 for $17,500, the approximate 
original cost of the items and binding but exclusive of labor 
and time spent by the collector in assembling the material 
and in personally binding some of it. The inventory cards 
were checked by the Society’s cataloger, Miss Pearle McCown, 
to estimate the value of the collection and the extent of 
duplications in the Society’s library, together with other re- 
lated data. The results of this report revealed: (1) a 
valuation on those items for which quotations were available 
of more than twice the offered price exclusive of mint copies 
and rare bindings, (2) only seventeen per cent of the items 
were in the Society s library. 

The Finance Committee, with the president in attend- 
ance, wired acceptance of the offer on June 13, 1941, and 
drew up a contract of purchase. On June 27, 1941, the 
contract was executed in St. Louis between Mr. Bay and 
representatives of the Society on payment by the Society 
of $1,000 on the purchase price and on Mr. Bay’s handing 
over a copy of Stipp’s rare book, The Western Miscellany, 
as a token delivery of the collection. The library was soon 
boxed and shipped and final payment was made in December, 
1941, from previous sale of bonds in the Membership Fund 
(Trust). 

At the Annual Meeting of the Society in 1942 a complete 
report was presented, unanimous approval was voted of the 
action taken, and the Bay Collection was formally opened 
to visitors. At the meeting of the Executive Committee held 
on that day, Mr. Bay was unanimously elected an honorary 
member of the Society and at the Annual Dinner given that 
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evening Mr. Bay delivered an address on ‘‘Western Life and 
Western Books.” 


The value of the Bay Collection when secured in 1941 was 
probably around $60,000. The value today, considering the 
astounding rise in rare book prices and the additions made 
to the collection, would be at least $150,000. The reasons 
_for Mr. Bay’s selling the collection at the price offered were: 
(1) a feeling of gratitude toward St. Louis and Missouri for 
having given him his first employment in the Missouri Botan- 
ical Garden on his emigration from Denmark to the United 
States; (2) a feeling of sentiment toward St. Louis and Mis- 
souri for having presented his wife to him; (3) a high regard 
for the work of the State Historical Society of Missouri as 
he followed its efforts as an annual member in The Missouri 
Historical Review; (4) a feeling of relief that the collection 
would be kept intact as a unit and was to be named in honor 
of its founder. 


Several little-known but interesting sidelights were 
connected with the collection. At least two known pur- 
chasers were willing to give more than the amount of Mr. 
Bay’s offer to the Society, a rare book dealer and an eastern 
university. Dr. Loeb and Secretary Shoemaker presented to 
three Missourians of means the proposal of their buying 
the collection and presenting it to the Society and the State 
of Missouri. All three had served as officers and were in- 
terested, but none felt able to make sucha gift. Payment was 
made with the one dollar membership dues husbanded over 
twenty-four years, from September, 1917, when the first 
$500 Second Liberty 414 Bond was purchased, to September, 
1941, when the Society’s investments were sold and part of the 
proceeds were set aside to provide for the Bay Collection. 
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a 

ii HE 1942 Annual Dinner of the Society, at which Mr. 
Bay delivered an address, also witnessed a tribute, unique 
in the Society’s history, paid to Dr. Isidor Loeb in honor of 
his forty-four years of service since the founding of the 
Society. Senator Allen McReynolds addressed the dinner 
guests on Dr. Leeb’s work in the Society as its first secretary 
for three years and as a member of the Finance Committee 
for forty-one years and presented to him and his family, 
on behalf of the Society, a 40’. x 50” oil portrait of himself. 
The artist, J. Scott McNutt of St. Louis, unveiled the Society’s 
gift following Senator McReynold’s remarks. 


Three months later, in July, 1942, Dr. Loeb carried out 
his intended resignation as a member of the Finance Com- 
mittee, which he had first presented for consideration in 
February, 1939. The following month, Judge Roy D. 
Williams, who had been a member of the Finance Committee 
since July, 1934, also resigned. This left E. E. Swain, who 
had served since 1933, as the only member and acting chair- 
man of the committee. President Rozier was requested to 
meet with the committee throughout his term as president. 
In February, 1943, L. M. White of Mexico was appointed a 
member and in May, 1944, cn the election of Dr. Loeb as 
president, Mr. Rozier was appointed a member of the Finance 
Committee. 


Judge Roy D. Williams, a lawyer of Boonville, had been 
elected a trustee of the Society in 1932. On the resignation 
of Walter Williams as a member of the Finance Committee 
in 1934, Judge Williams was appointed his successor by Mr. 
Mahan and served until his resignation in 1942. He had 
been a commissioner of the Kansas City Court of Appeals. 
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Perry S. Rader was a member of the committee for seven months in 1901 
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During his eight years of membership on the Finance Com- 
mittee his interest in the Society and its work and his judg- 
ment cn the problems presented were always at the service 
of the committee. 

Judge Williams’ predecessor on the Finance Committee 
was his uncle, Dean Walter Williams, former editor of the 
Columbia Missouri Herald, founder and first dean of the 
school of journalism of the University of Missouri, and presi- 
dent of the University. He had been one of the founders of 
the Society in 1898, had served as its treasurer from April 
to December, 1901, as a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee from 1901 to his death in 1935, and as a member of the 
Finance Committee from 1901 until his resignation in 1934. 
His remarkable ability and intuitiveness of diplomacy, 
his loyalty to and deep interest in the Seciety were outstand- 
ing features of his one-third of a century's membership on the 
Finance Committee. It is difficult to see how the Society 
could have solved some of its problems and surmounted some 
of its difficulties without the help of the diplomatic advice 
and finely balanced judgment of Dean Walter Williams. 

While the present Finance Committee is here called the 
“new” Finance Committee it may be well to observe that no 
member has had less than eleven years of close association with 
the Society. 

Senator Rozier first became acquainted with the Society 
on meeting the secretary at the Ste. Genevieve Bicentennial 
Celebration in 1935. He learned more about the Society in 
1937 when as a member of the Senate appropriation com- 
mittee he heard its requested budget presented. In April 
of that year he was elected a trustee vice the late Father 
John Rothensteiner of St. Louis. In April, 1938, he was 
elected second vice-president of the Society and in May, 
1940, first vice-president vice the late Walter B. Stevens. 
He presided at the 1940 Annual Meeting and acted as toast- 
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master for the Annual Dinner. In 1941 he was elected 
president of the Society. 


The next youngest member of the Finance Committee 
in point of service is L. M. White, editor of The Mexico 
Ledger, who succeeded his father, the late R. M. White, as 
trustee in May, 1935. From that date he was re-elected 
a trustee and in May, 1940, was elected second vice-president. 
No member of the Society could have had better opportunity 
to become conversant with its work and traditions. Through 
him and his father there stretches an almost unbroken period 
of fifty years of Society history from 1898 to 1948. 


Mr. E. E. Swain, editor of The Kirksville Daily Express. 
was elected a trustee of the Society in 1933 and was appointed 
by President Mahan a member of the Finance Committee 
that year vice R. M. White. From 1941 to 1944 he was second 
vice-president of the Society. He became acting chairman 
of the Finance Committee on the resignation of Dr. Loeb in 
1942, and was elected chairman on April 12, 1943. He had 
attended his first meeting of the committee ten years before, 
on April 10, 1933, the other members being Walter Williams, 
chairman, and Dr. Loeb. The minutes of the Finance 
Committee show that he has attended nearly every regular 
meeting since his appointment, including those held in 
Columbia, Hannibal, Jefferson City, Kansas City, Mexico, 
Moberly, and St. Louis. During these fifteen years, Mr. 
Swain has contributed to the discussion and decision of every 
important problem before the committee. While similarity of 
personalities is usually as misleading as historical analogies, 
the writer has been impressed with these resemblances of 
members of the new and the old Finance Committee: E. E. 
Swain and Walter Williams, L. M. White and R. M. White, 
George A. Rozier and [sidor Loeb. 
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Missouri, Day By Day 


© One NEW period opened with endorsement by the 
Society of a plan to publish a work which would be a handbook 
on the chronicle of Missouri history for the schoolboy and the 
general reader and a dictionary of Missouri biography and 
history for all. It was proposed that the articles published 
under the heading of ‘‘This Week in Missouri History”’ be 
put into permanent form after careful revision in a two- 
volume compilation entitled Missouri, Day By Day. The 
work was completed in 1943 and has been a boon to students 
of Missouri history. 

The two volumes contain brief and concise sketches of 
the outstanding persons and significant events of Missouri 
history, which are arranged chronologically by days of the 
month. 


Unlike an encyclopedia of men and events, this publica” 
tion has been selective in its choice of subjects, yet has at- 
tempted to be complete in its content oneach. Reliable data. 
frequently not easily available elsewhere, has been empha- 
sized. Each article is furnished with a bibliography. 

The series of weekly historical articles published in the 
newspapers of the State from 1925 to 1941 served as an in- 
spiration for the work. The best of this material, after 
being checked and revised, was incorporated into. the body . 
of the two volumes. More adequate coverage of events and 
persons was obtained by numerous additional articles. 


The first volume covers the period from January 1 to 
June 30, the second volume completes the year in Missouri 
history. The two volumes contain 945 pages. Each volume 
has a separate index, which is arranged to consolidate the 
general topics and specific items for easy reference by the 
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reader. The writing and checking of the articles were done 
by research associates of the Society. Both volumes were 
edited by Secretary Shoemaker. 


The Thomas Hart Benton Gallery 


JN field to which the Society turned its attention 
was that of collecting the work done by Missourians in the 
field of historical art. In fact, the new period was to be 
as noteworthy for its historical art acquisitions as for its 
rare historical library collections and its unusual historical 
publications. The first of the art collections acquired was the 
Thomas Hart Benton Gallery. 


This valuable historical art collection includes The 
Year of Peril paintings, a series of eight historical canvases 
of 1942, painted by the Missouri artist, Thomas Hart Benton, 
and the artist’s closely associated canvas, entitled ‘Negro 
Soldier,’ which he painted at the time of The Year of Peri 
series. The first eight canvases were subsidized by the 
Abbott Laboratories, which presented them in 1944 to the 
State Historical Society, after a distribution of 59,000,000 
copies. The artist felt that the canvas titled ‘‘Negro Soldier” 
belonged with the war group and he offered it as his gift 
to the Society. 


The nine paintings are doubtless the most outstanding 
and vivid art creations of the united nations in their struggle 
against the Axis powers. The titles of the paintings are: 
“Starry Night,’ “Again,” “Indifference,” “‘Casualty,” ‘The 
Sowers,” ‘The Harvest,” ‘Invasion,’ and ‘‘Exterminate.”” 
They were first used by the government of the United States 
in propaganda work in the form of reproductions distributed 
overseas. 
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After the paintings were acquired by the Society, a room 
was prepared for them and the framed canvases were publicly 
displayed following the Annual Meeting in 1945. Since 
the opening of the gallery, visitors both in and out of Mis- 
souri, as well as art students in Missouri colleges, have come 
to see the paintings. During the fall of 1945 the painting, 
“Again,” was ient to the Philbrook Art Center, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, for display in its special exhibition on “Art in 
Religion.” 

The Daniel R. Fitzpatrick Gallery 

« /HE SECOND historical art collection, that of original 
drawings of Daniel R. Fitzpatrick cartoons, was obtained 
early in 1945 on the suggestion of L. M. White, member of the 
Finance Committee and friend of the artist. The collection 
of 1,332 original drawings of the internationally famous edi- 
torial cartoonist of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch came as a gift 
from Mr. Fitzpatrick. The cartoons cover the period 1917 
to 1945. The artist’s work has been displayed in one-man 
shows, in domestic and foreign museums, and has been awarded 
numerous prizes, including the Pulitzer prize of 1926. 

Permanent gallery quarters were provided and_ the 
collection was placed on public display in 1946. For their 
most efficient preservation, the cartoons were carefully 
cleaned and trimmed where time and office handling had 
soiled and broken them. A record of the cartoons was made 
and each was identified and dated. In addition to an index 
of each item according to publication date, an analytical 
card index lists the title and date and describes briefly the 
drawing itself. 

For permanent display, the cartoons were covered with 
protecting acetate foil and mounted on mat boards. The 
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collection is filed in solander boxes, which are arranged in 
mahogany cabinets. The processing of the collection was 
under the direction of the acquisitions assistant of the Society, 
Mrs. Howard P. Stephens. 


Most of the cartoons are in the field of Missouriana, with 
a number referring to national and international affairs. 
A few titles may remind one of their merit: the ‘European 
Maypole,” against which man is being bound by Hitler and 
Mussolini in their heyday; ‘“Autumn in St. Louis,’’ with the 
smoke of the factories beclouding the sky during the antt- 
smoke campaign; ‘Fellow Diplomats,’ exhibiting gun barrels 
at a conference table; ‘‘The Dead End Kids,’’ being the 
Balkans; ‘Vichy We Are Here,” showing Laval on the Nazi 
knee; the “Arch of Triumph,” here a guillotine for France 
during the debacle of June, 1941. ) 


The George Caleb Bingham Collection 


die THIRD historical art collection—the George Caleb 
Bingham Collection—also began taking final form in 1945 
with the purchase of his ‘Order No. 11” or ‘‘Martial Law,” 
Missouri’s most famous historical painting. While this project 
had never been launched on a wide scale because of limitation 
of funds, it was never forgotten and was in fact the first 
historical art collection of the Society in its inception. A 
Bingham gallery is being planned, to be located in the new 
wing of the library building when it is built. 

The first Bingham canvas acquired by the Society wa® 
‘a-portrait of James Shannon, second president of the Unt- 
versity of Missouri, which was secured on deposit in 1915. 
In the 1920's, two portraits were acquired by gift from the 
family owners and one genre painting by purchase. The por- 
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traits were those of John Woods Harris, owner of ‘The Model 
Farm of Missouri,’ and of Vinnie Ream Hoxie, the first 
woman sculptor to receive a commission from the Congress 
of the United States and the only woman sculptor for whom 
President Lincoln ever sat. The genre painting was the 
outstanding canvas called ‘‘Watching The Cargo” or “Lighter 
Relieving a Steamboat Aground, which has been lent for 
exhibition to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 
City, and the Carnegie Institute, Department of Fine Arts, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

The next important development in the Bingham 
project was the acquisition in the 1930's of the James S. 
Rollins manuscript collection, which came to the Society as 
a gift of C. B. Rollins, Sr., son of Major James S. Rollins. 
Consisting of 2,325 items covering the period 1830-1888, 
the collection contained several hundred letters from Bingham 
to his friend and benefactor. The Bingham letters were 
later edited by Mr. C. B. Rollins, Sr., and were published 
in The Missouri Historical Review from October, 1937, through 
July, 1939, inclusive. Major Rollins and Bingham met in 
Columbia in the spring of 1834 and their friendship lasted 
until the artist’s death on July 7, 1879. During the 1930's, 
a Bingham portrait of James S. Rollins was deposited with 
the Society. 

In July, 1945, the Society purchased “Order No. 11” 
and in November, 1945, a “‘lIost’’ Bingham painting entitled 
Scene On the Ohio, 1851.” 

“Order No. 11,’’ completed in 1868, was the artist's 
answer to the military order of General Thomas Ewing, 
August 25, 1863, which was issued to dislodge the bush- 
whackers and guerrillas operating in western Missour, 
but which depopulated a wide area. It so enraged Bingham 
that he painted this vivid portrayal of the cruelties accom- 
panyving the order. 
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On a canvas 614 x 414 feet, is shown a family in front of 
their burning home, which is being attacked and sacked by the 
“‘redlegs.’’ A son lies dead, the mother has fainted, the 
grey-haired father is about to be shot by a solider while his 
two daughters plead for mercy, and the terror-stricken slaves 
are fleeing. 


The Society purchased the canvas for $9,000 from the 
heirs of George Bingham Rollins, another son of Major 
Rollins. From 1883 until 1936 it was housed in the home of 
G. B. Rollins, and since 1936 it has hung in the reading room 
of the Society. Payment of the purchase price was made 
from the Membership Fund (Trust). 


In the gallery to be devoted to Bingham will also be 
located one of the valuable and interesting manuscript collec- 
tions of the Society. In addition to the several hundred 
letters written by Bingham to Major Rollins, the Society has 
the original diary of the artist’s father, Henry Vest Bingham, 
kept on his trip west in 1818, before emigrating to Missour! 
the following year. The diary was presented to the Society 
in 1945 by the late Mrs. Mayme Wallace Walter of Butler, 
Missouri, the granddaughter of the artist’s sister, Amanda 
Bingham Barnes. Mrs. Walter gave other items at the time, 
including a medallion set with a miniature portrait of the 
artist’s sister, Amanda, and also her will. 


The most recent addition made to the collection was the 
gift of a collection of letters relating to the Bingham family 
presented in 1947 by Mrs. W. P. Bowdry of Ft. Worth, 
Texas. Of the seventy letters, twenty-seven. are from 
George Caleb Bingham, seventeen are from his brother, M. A. 
Bingham, and two, dated 1814 and 1826, are from his grand- 
father, George Bingham. 
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Ozark Folksongs 


oF “Ls A HISTORICAL organization, the State Historical 
eel, of Missouri has compiled and published for forty-two 
years historical material and official documents which other- 
wise might not have been accessible to government officials, 
scholars, and the public. These publications, numbering 
seventy-three volumes exclusive of three more authorized 
and contracted for this financial year ending June 30,1949, 
and exclusive of the historical feature articles appearing 
weekly in Missouri newspapers since February, 1925, include 
The Missouri Historical Review (1906-1948, 42 volumes), 
Missouri, Day By Day, (1942-1943, 2 volumes), the Journal 
of the Missouri Constitutional Convention of 1875 (1920, 2 
volumes), the Debates of the Missouri Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1875 (1929-1944, 12 volumes), the Messages and 
Proclamations of the Governors of the State of Missouri (1922- 
1948, 13 volumes), and Ozark Folksongs (1946-1948, 2 volumes). 

The manuscript collection of 1,700 texts and 825 melodies 
of Ozark folksongs, gathered by Vance Randolph over a 
period of twenty-five years’ residence in the area, was acquired 
by the Society in 1945 by purchase from Mr. Randolph, pay- 
ment being made from the Membership Fund (Trust). I¢ 
was decided to publish this unusual collection in a four- 
volume work. Nationally famous as an authority on Ozark 
folklore, Mr. Randolph had assembled old ballads, the folk 


and love songs of our hills, into a collection which was the 


largest regional one of its kind to be published in the United 
States. Its publication is one of the most ieee that the 
Society has undertaken. 

The work had been edited i. Mr. Randolph ana was re- 
edited for the ‘Society by Secretary Shoemaker and Dr. 
Frances Guthrie Emberson, research associate in the Society, 
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whose special field was midwestern literature. A_ bibli- 
ography of four hundred items was checked, as much as 
thirty per cent was added to the headnotes, and all publica- 
tions in the field from 1940 to 1945 were consulted for addi- 
tional data. 

The first volume appeared in 1946 and the second in 1948. 
Both volumes won national acclaim. Volumes HI and IV 
will be published in 1949 and 1950 respectively. Each volume, 
about 440 pages in length and 714 x 10 inches in size, contains 
numerous photographs of the contributors who were inter- 
viewed by Mr. Randolph. Musical scores accompany the 
verses of the songs. An index to the four volumes will appear 
in the fourth volume. 

An unusual bit of Missouri flavor is added by the end- 
papers of the work which were designed by the Missourt 
artist, Thomas Hart Benton. Admirably fitted to present 
the spirit of the Ozark hill singer, his drawings are as native 
to the region as the songs. Besides its obvious contribution 
to American music and folklore, the publication is memorable 
for Missouri in the preservation of this unique collection of 
native Ozarkiana. | 


Other Activities Of The Period 


pee closing this. chapter, several activities of the 
Society relating to the period, selected from a number not 
‘previously considered, should be here presented. 

The first of these activities relates to Missouri and 
World War II. Immediately following the attack on Pear! 
Harbor, the Society adopted plans for collecting and present- 
ing historical data on this subject. Articles and sketches 
of the work of Missourians both at home and abroad, in the 
armed forces and in production for the war effort, were 
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clipped from newspapers and filed in a ‘‘Missouri and the 
War” file. Lists of all Missouri casualties among army per- 
sonnel were preserved. Files of newspapers published by the 
State Guard and the army camps throughout the State were 
received and kept as were also the bulletins issued by the 
Missouri State Council of Defense. 

A series of articles summarizing state activitv and 
vividly portraying life on the home front as well as the war 
front was begun in the October, 1942, issue of The Missouri 
Historical Review. The series, entitled ‘“‘Missouri and the 
War,” had the same title and presented the same type of 
articles which had begun appearing in the Review twenty- 
five years before in October, 1917. The World War I] 
series continued without a break through January, 1947, 
making a total of eighteen articles, compared with six which 
appeared during World War I. A campaign by the Society 
to collect the war letters, diaries, and photographs of Missour- 
ians in the armed forces began in December, 1945. 

The second of these activities relates to documentary 
publications by the Society. While this period is outstanding 
in having produced such compilations as Missourt, Day By 
Day and Ozark Folksongs, it is also noteworthy in that during 
its eight years seven volumes of Missouri documents were 
published by the Society. The last five volumes of the 
great documentary work on the Debates of the Muissourt 
Constitutional Convention of 1875 were completed with the 
publication of the twelfth volume in 1944, while the publica- 
tion of Volume XIII of the Messages and Proclamations of the 
Governors of the State of Missouri in 1947 and of Volume XIV 
authorized for 1949 makes that documentary series complete . 
from 1820 to 1945. It is a matter of interest to note that dur- 
ing the twenty-eight year period between Missouri's centen- 
nial of statehood in 1920 and the semicentennial of the 
founding of the State Historical Society of Missouri, twenty- 
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eight volumes of Missouri documentary material have been 
published by the Society. 

The third of these activities was the purchase of eighty- 
three selected items from the library of the late James B. 
Musick of St. Louis. While the aggregate obtained was small, 
the number of rare books and pamphlets was considerable and 
compared in quality with those in the Bay Collection and 
represented part of the labor of the collector over a period 
of twenty-five years. One of the books purchased was the 
very rare and valuable work, The Valley of the Mississippi 
Illustrated in a Series of Views, by Wild and Thomas, of 
which only a very few copies have been located. Payment 
for the selections was made from the Membership Fund 
(Trust). 

The last of these activities relates to the microfilming 
of Missouri newspapers. While the Society had done a 
considerable amount of preserving and reproducing old files 
in the later 1930’s and the early 1940's, which was largely 
confined to files owned throughout the State, it was not 
until the fiscal year July, 1945-June, 1946, that the Society 
entered on the enlarged project of also microfilming part of 
its own extensive newspaper collection, which was in daily 
use, beginning to disintegrate, and becoming congested. 
Some idea of the extent of the enlarged project is obtained 
from a comparison of an aggregate of 226,675 newspaper 
pages microfilmed from 1937 to 1944 inclusive, with a total 
of 442,183 pages microfilmed during 1945 to June, 1948, in- 
clusive. But an even more striking comparison is seen in the 
fact that during the single fiscal year ending June 30, 1949, 
contract has been let for microfilming 764,000 beges of old 
Missouri newspapers. 

From the facts now known it seems logical! to conclude 
that the Society is making one of its greatest and most 
permanent contributions in its present microfilming project. 
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OOF. IS TIME now to stop and take stock. On the culmina- 
tion of a half-century of existence, the Society leads the nation 
in the number of active members, a position it has held con- 
tinuously since 1937, 

In the field of publications, the Society has a record of 
forty-two years’ work in publishing articles, historical books, 
and official documents which otherwise might not have been 
accessible to the public. The total printed publications 
number seventy-three volumes, with three to be added by the 
end of the present fiscal year. 

Today, the State Historical Society has the largest 
depository of Missouri records in the world. Even seeing 
the thousands of books, pamphlets, and newspapers does not 
give one the full impact of how much Missouriana is gathered 
in this one building. To re-enumerate a few of the statistics: 
the total number of books, pamphlets, bound newspapers, and 
magazines is 120,353, and there are also 156,424 duplicates 
of Missouri official publications, a total of 276,777. Of 
manuscripts, there are 183,763 pages of original material, 
99,390 pages on microfilm, and 120,755 items of state archives. 
Of maps, there are 670, of cuts, 2,050, and 11,109 engravings, 
lithographs, pictures, and portraits. There are 668,858 pages 
of Missouri newspapers on microfilm to which 764,000 pages 
will be added this fiscal year. In addition to figures cited 
for the Society’s collections, there are in the same building 
many items in each classification in the University Library. 

The Society also has in the J. Christian Bay Collection 
one of the rare, selected libraries of Middle Western Amer- 
icana. Consisting of 3,603 items, the collection ranks among 
-the most unusual of such collections either privately or 
publicly owned. 
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Anyone who might wish to consult the card index in the 
Society’s reading rooms will find 715,220 analytical Missouri 
index cards and there are also 146,438 author, title, and sub- 
ject catalog cards for the Society’s reference library and the 
J. Christian Bay Collection. 


Those interested in Missouri historical art will appreciate 
the outstanding Thomas Hart Benton Collection, the Daniel 
R. Fitzpatrick Collection, and the George Caleb Bingham 
Collection. 


While figures are unrealistic, still the magnitude of 
these numbers cannot fail to give the impression of the 
depth, scope, and completeness of the Society’s collections. 


The property assets of the Society far exceed the total 
of its appropriations. But more important than this fact 
is the much greater worth of the Society’s services to govern- 
ment officials, scholars, and the general public. 
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APPENDIX V 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE STATE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY OF MISSOURI (ADOPTED MAY 26, 1898, WITH 
AMENDMENTS TO DATE) 


ARTICLE I 


Object 


SECTION 1. This Society shall be styled The State Historical 
Society of Missouri. Its object shall be the collection, preservation, 
exhibition and publication of materials for the study of history, especially 
the history of this State and of the Middle West; to this end, exploring 
the archaeology of said region, acquiring documents and manuscripts, 
obtaining narratives and records of pioneers, conducting a library of 
historical reference, maintaining a gallery of historical portraiture and an 
ethnological and historical museum, publishing and otherwise diffusing 
information relative to the history of the region, and in general encourag- 
ing and developing within this State the study of history. It shall also 
perform such other and kindred duties as are now or may hereafter be 
imposed upon it by the laws of the State, or the enactments of this Society. 

SECTION 2. The headquarters of this Society shall be at the State 
University at Columbia. 


ARTICLE II 


Membership 


SECTION 1. This Society shall be composed of life, annual, honor- 
ary, corresponding, auxiliary, and ex-officio members. 

Members of the first four classes may be chosen by the executive 
committee of the Society, at any regular or special meeting thereof. 

Any society in Missouri organized for the purpose of gathering and 
preserving facts relative to the history of this State and of its individual 
citizens may, upon application and the filing or a resolution requesting the 
same, become an auxiliary member of this Society, be represented at all 
general meetings thereof, by one delegate, and make a report of its work 
annually to this Society. 
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Ex-officio members are the Governor, Secretary of State, State 
Treasurer, and President of the University. 

Every editor of a Missouri newspaper, who shall send his newspaper 
regularly to the Society library, shall be entitled to all the privileges of an 
annual member during the period that he sends his newspaper, and to a life 
membership after he shall have sent his paper continuously for ten years. 

SECTION 2. The fees for membership shall be as follows: for life 
membership, twenty dollars: and for annual membership, one dollar per 
annum. The life membership fee, or the first year’s dues for annual 
membership, shall be payable within one month after election to member- 
ship and notice of such election; except that an annual member may at 
any time become a life member by paying the requisite fee. 

SECTION 2a. All money received from membership dues, dona- 
tions, and income other than state appropriations, shall constitute a trust 
fund to be known as the ‘‘Membership Fund (Trust).” The member- 
ship fund shall be invested in bonds of the United States, of the State of 
Missouri, or of the political subdivisions of the State as may be determined 
by the finance committee from time to time. The interest accruing from 
investments of the membership fund shall be added to said fund except 
such amounts as the finance committee may direct to be used in meeting 
any special expenditures of the Society. The principal of the membership 
fund shall not be expended or alienated in any manner except when recom- 
mended by the finance committee and approved at a meeting of the Society. 

SECTION 3. The right to vote and to take part in the proceedings 
of the Society shall be possessed only by life, annual, and ex-officio mem- 
bers and delegates from auxiliary societies; only life and annual members 
shall hold office. 


ARTICLE III 


Meeiings 


SECTION 1. The annual meetings of the Society for the election 
of trustees and the transaction of other business relating to the affairs of 
the Society shall be held at the State University at Columbia near the close 
of a calendar year or the beginning of another and of which due notice shall 
be given the members and the public. 

SECTION 2. Special meetings of the Society may be held from time 
to time, as required, upon call of the president; and such meetings shall be 
called by the secretary upon the written request of five other members of 
the executive committee. 
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SECTION 3. At any of the meetings of the Society, annual, regular 
or special, not less than ten members having a right to vote shall constitute 
@ quorum. 


SECTION 4. The fiscal year of the Society shall begin upon the first 
day of January and end on the thirty-first day of December. 


ARTICLE IV 


Officers, their Duties and Powers 


SECTION 1. There shall be one trustee from each congressional 
district and thirteen trustees at large, chosen by the Society, who, together 
with the president and secretary and all former presidents of the Society, 
and the Governor, Secretary of State and State Treasurer, and President 
of the State University, shall constitute an executive committee, in which 
committee shall be vested full power of administration of the affairs of the 
Society. Five members of the committee shall constitute a quorum. 


Trustees shall be elected by the Society to hold office for a term of three 
years; they shall be divided into three classes of as nearly equal numbers 
as possible, so arranged that the terms of one class shall expire at each 
annual meeting of the Society; but, notwithstanding, each class of trustees 
shall continue to hold until their successors are elected. Any vacancy 
occurring otherwise than by expiration of term, may be filled for the 
residue of the term by the executive committec. 

The officers of the Society shall consist of a president, six vice-presi- 
dents and a treasurer, who shall be elected by the executive committee 
and shall hold their offices for three years, and of a secretary, who shall 
also perform the duties of librarian and custodian, who shall hold his office 
during the pleasure of the executive committee, subject to removal, as 
hereinafter provided. The president shall be ineligible to election for more 
than one term, but election as president for part of an unexpired term shall 
not disqualify one for election fora full term. All former presidents of the 
Society shall become trustees and members for life of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 


Upon the death, resignation, or removal from office of any officers of 
the Society, the vacancy may be filled for the time being by the executive 
committee at any annual, regular, or special meeting thereof. 

SECTION 2. The principal duties of the president shall be to 
preside at all meetings of the Society and of the executive committee, and 
to sign all deeds, leases, and conveyances executed by the Society. 
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The principal duties of the vice-presidents shall be, in the order of 
seniority, to discharge the duties of president in the event of the absence 
or disability, for any cause whatsoever, of the latter. 

SECTION 3. The principal duties of the secretary shall be, to 
countersign all deeds, leases, and conveyances executed by the Society, 
and to affix the seal of the Society thereto and to such other papers as shall 
be required or directed to be sealed; to keep a record of the proceedings of 
the Society and of the executive committee: safely and systematically to 
keep all papers, records, and documents belonging to the Society, or in 
anywise pertaining to the business thereof, except such as may be com- 
mitted to the care of other officers; to conduct the correspondence of the 
Society; to edit and supervise its publications; and generally, so far as 
required, always subject to the direction of the executive committee, to 
administer the several activities of the Society. He shall also perform 
the duties of librarian and shall have in charge the books, manuscripts, 
portraits, specimens, relics, and other collections of the Society, record 
the accessions thereof, and catalogue and arrange the same. 

SECTION 4. The principal duties of the treasurer shall be, to 
receive and keep in his care and custody all moneys and securities for 
money, and such other property of the Society as may be committed to 
his charge by the executive committee, to invest the capital of the funds in 
his hands, as he shall be authorized by the finance committee; to pay cut 
so much of the income received from said funds, as he shall be authorized 
to pay upon proper warrants and vouchers therefor; from time to time as 
required, to render to the Society, or to the finance committee, statements . 
in writing of the sums of money by him received, and from what source 
or sources received; of the sums by him disbursed, and for what purpsoses, 
with proper vouchers accompanying; of moneys, securities, and property 
in his possession; and generally, of all matters pertaining to his office, 
concerning which information shall be desired. 

SECTION 5. The said officers shall perform such additional or 
different duties as may from time to time be imposed or required by the 
executive committee, or as may be prescribed from time to time by the 
by-laws. 

SECTION 6. The executive committee shall manage, administer, 
ard control the disposition of the moneys, property, effects, and affairs 
of the Society, and direct the officers thereof. Any officer may be re- 
moved from office by said committee for disability, incompetence, mis- 
conduct, or other cause; provided, at least five days before the meeting at 
which such action is taken, notice in writing that such action will be moved 
or applied for, be served upon such officer in the same manner in which a 


> Ae rebert odd-ab a fade aiasbienq-aiv oft e alts te: 7 
eonneda ad bo daave ode ai inablesiq te eoisab } 


at bale acters welas.ootkarnos extanyte 347 kG baw ‘Gee? « Ra 


a el: Hula worwensy) oy To esinb Inqioning at 7 400 


tee spaty of (ee. iames sonsal di vd basivodty t 
\ hosroditus dd Meds s4'ee ,2briul bine moi? boviagey punisousi oft To 


Z ‘ 


co ewes adwoarort bas jbovisost cid vd one WH emme str tog 


a 


| eit sai side vas e 


aN Hatt yistonsee sdf ‘lo “coitub’ laginaitg, aT “6 OUT as 
". \ytalad? orlt 4d bs2u20%9 so0nmcovn0? baw .eeebal abvb lls aginsinads) 
- Hisile en eraqeg t9d30 dows oF bas otorate ytsigo?. Na to Igoz orft za ott a 


els 
ae A SS 


= 


: hk a Hi25 4 \ 
: 3) : i? 
4 ' * } 7 eae : <4 
2 ’ : a he eel 7 , , kK: yy Poy PM t, Pipa! 
: . 7 / ' 
> i 


. a a 
eee 


- = b 
a 


, 


Rie ie 3 
ey 
“ae 


ae 


.retial 9d) to ev a08taaby. one cones 


wis 


to agnibyszotq oda bo broae 4 qaad eo jbslage Sedat beissih 20 borigpay a ¥ 


Ni AO yeieiv0? 9) 03 ghiguolad ainsinob: been’ beso es9qixy Mn. attr 
“moo od yar es toue Iqaaxo looted) exomiaud oft oF qainiénieg 9 ae 
eit Io Sonohmoqestxa odd todbnod of : 2 9 wls0' to EST sy on ; 
a6 36) 02 .vilergog bes.:2ncitaildug ef aebnique bas site of ;ysiee® 1a 
Q) ,29dinimos ovityosx4 oft lo noltesiib sAiot ssidus srewts iboiupy 
mrmotieg ols flerle oH gisinn? odd lo. soilivites faerse odo at my 
eiqingeuntent elood 941 agisdo-ni oved Unda bas: aabeouiil! lo 2p 
‘bunoar - Rare’ ot to anoitsolle> wide bas adil enomniveqa uigeIeg 
make od? gyneric- bas ou golassa bas dosiads enciezsoas ont 


woh 2vitiuo98 base ezonont Is ‘cboteys bre and § xi 
ot bottiinmos od vem a yseiiod | it to % TaQory 
ni thao? 941 W fates silt teavni 01 ,dotiidaet 


#e wanit ed seis ono; olor erotiouov bag anerigw woo1q pig 
2169mI3aIe sini sonenl ott oF 10 “19902 BdPot whos} , 


easoaqng tee rot bine ,boeiwdsib inid vd esate en to: beviedet an Se 
cnageq bas 2vivnuste renom lo pgniinedepenas’ ervdowoy xorg dtiw 
S0tibe aint 3 gninisheq exitemt lis to -ilesieg 
boriaoh od fede noite a 
ww Karwniethben io mohaq hide: area eset = MOF 
ult vd betispsn so beaoqetl od aonit of end. sper eat vibe: 
pile ad, Santi 201, anit — ini) od bi sala tere +a “aeltery 


paterson od 


; a ‘od. vite eed unk.“ loredd. erage a aan a 
RO “ei “Fane S9grgaryat, witidnsi, rok *13ii 3 | 


te i shits bat snd cub 3 eal i 


4 ‘AL 
=F j : ist 4 


veavenerersiiecymeraptigarn, 


158 The State Historical Society of Missouri 


summons in a court of record in Missouri may be served, and like notice 
be served on every member of the said committee either personally or 
by mailing to him from some point within the State of Missouri at least 
five days prior to said meeting a copy thereof duly addressed to him at his 
last-known postoffice address, and with the postage prepaid. No motion 
to remove an officer shall prevail unless carried by a two-thirds vote of all 
present at the meeting of said committee. 


Said committee may appoint committees of their awn number, which 
may, subject to revision by the executive committee, exercise such ad- 
ministrative or executive powers as may be entrusted to them, respecting 
the purposes for which they are especially appointed. 

The executive committee may adopt by-laws for the government and 
administration of the affairs of the Society, not inconsistent with this con- 
stitution. They shall hold an annual meeting upon such day near the 
close of a calendar year or the beginning of another, as they may specify 
in said by-laws. Special meetings may be called by the president and shall 
be called by the secretary upon the written request of five other members 
of the committee. 


When present at meetings of the executive committee, the president 
shall be chairman, and the secretary shall be secretary. 


It shall be the duty of the committee, through the secretary, to make 
an annual report to the Society, of all their acts and doings, and of the con- 
dition of the Society and its work, accompanied by such suggestions as 
may seem to them appropriate. 


They shall perform such additional duties as may from time to time 
be imposed upon them by the Society. 


ARTICLE V 


Amendments 


SECTION 1. This constitution may be amended at any annual 
meeting of the Society; provided, that the proposed amendment shall have 
been formally read before, and entered upon the minutes of, a meeting of 
either the Society or the executive committee, held at least three months 
previous to the annual meeting of the Society at which final action is to © 
be taken thereon; that the substance of the proposed amendment shall 
have been stated in the notice of the meetings of the Society at which 
such amendment shall finally be acted upon; and that not less than two- 
thirds of the members present at such meeting shall concur in its adoption. 
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BY-LAWS 


Meetings 


SECTION 1. The annual meetings of the Society shall be held at 
the rooms of the Society, in the State University at Columbia, near the 
close of a calendar year or the beginning of another. If from any cause 
the annual meeting shall not take place at the time above provided, then 
it may be held at such time thereafter as the president shal! appoint. 


aaa 


The annual meetings of the executive committee shall be held at the 
rooms of the Society near the close of a calendar year or the beginning of 
another, 


SECTION 2. Notices for meetings—annual, regular or special, 
whether of the Society, or the executive committee—shall specify the hour 
and place of meeting, and shall be served by the secretary on each member 
of the Society or the committee, as the case may be, by depositing the same 
in the postoffice or a telegraph office in the city of Columbia, Missouri, 
directed to him at his latest-known postoffice address, postage or telegraph 
charges prepaid, or by personal service thereof; if forwarded by post, said 
notices shall be deposited in the postoffice at least three days prior to the 
time appointed for such meeting; but if forwarded by telegraph, or person- 
ally served, they shall be so forwarded or served at least twenty-four 
hours prior to the time appointed for said meeting. 


SECTION 3. At each meeting of the Society the following may be 
the order of business: 


1. Reading of the minutes of the proceedings of the previous meeting, 
and action thereon, and unfinished business. 

2. Presentation of letters and other communications, and action 
thereon. 

3. Reports of officers, and of auxiliary societies, and action thereon. 

4. Reports of committees, and action thereon: (a) executive; (b) 
standing; (c) special. 

§. Election of trustees. 

6. Miscellaneous business. 


At each meeting of the executive committee, the following may be 
the order of business. | 


1. Reading of the minutes of the proceedings of the previous meet- 
ing, and action thereon, and unfinished business. 

2. Presentation of letters and other communications, and action 
thereon. | 
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3. Reports of officers or committees. 
4. Election of new members. 
5. Election of officers. 

6. Miscellaneous business. 


SECTION 4. At each annual meeting of the executive committe © 
there shall be appointed by the president from the members of said com 
mittee a finance committee of three members who shall reside conveniently 
io ihe headquarters of the Society and Who shali excrcise supervisory Control 
of its affairs, confer from time to time with the secretary, hold meetings 
each month, audit all accounts, pay salaries, purchase material and do all 
acts encumbent upon the executive committee, all their actions to be sub- 
ject to ratification by the executive committee. 


Officers, Their Duties and Powers 


SECTION 5. The secretary shall have authority to engage, from 
time to time, such assistants as may be required for the proper conduct of 
those affairs of the Society entrusted to him, at such rates of compensation 
as shall be determined by the executive committee. 

He shall, under such rules and forms as may be adopted by the tinance 
committee, certify to the treasurer, with his warrant, all just and proper 
claims against the Society, for property acquired or services rendered. 

He shall from time to time, at intervals of not longer duration than 
three months, transmit to the treasurer all moneys which shall be received 
by him from gifts, sales of duplicates, annual dues, life membership fees, 
or other sources, and shall take and file for reference the treasurer’s receipts 
therefor, and certify the same monthly to the finance committee. 

He shall be reimbursed for all necessary traveling expenses in the 
service of the Society; also for all moneys, not exceeding fifty dollars in 
any one yeat, expended by him for the contingent expenses of his office. 


SECTION 6. The treasurer shall disburse money only on the war- 
rant of the secretary, and the approval of the finance committee, and 
under such rules and forms as may be adopted by said committee. He 
shall, at each monthly meeting of the finance committee, submit for ex- 
amination and approval, the accounts and vouchers for the past month. 
He shall at each annual meeting of the Society, and oftener if requested 
by the executive committee or the finance committee, make a detailed 
report of the financial condition of the Society. He is authorized and 
empowered to satisfy and discharge of record any mortgage held by the 
Society, whenever the full amount of money sécured thereby shall have been 
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paid to him. And he shall, at the expiration of his first term of office, 
deliver over all funds and securities in his hands to his successor in office. 


SECTION 7. The secretary and treasurer shall give satisfactory 
bonds, in such sum as the executive committee may require, for the faithful 
performance of their respective duties; such bonds to be approved by the 
finance committee, with its approval indorsed thereon, and filed among 
the papers of said committee. Until otherwise ordered, the bond of the 
secretary shall he far the sum af one thousand dollars; and of the treasurer 
one thousand dollars. 


SECTION 8. Written or printed notices of dues shall be mailed to 
annual members by the Secretary, at their latest-known postoffice address, 
not later than July first each year. Any annual member who shall fail to 
pay his annual dues on or before the thirty-first day of July following the 
close of the fiscal year for which said dues should have been paid, shall be 
deemed to have forfeited his membership, and his name shall be stricken 
from the roll of members; and no person who may thus have forfeited his 
membership, shali be re-elected to the same without full payment of his 
arrears. 


Suspension or Amendment 


SECTION 9. These by-laws, in whole or in part, may be suspended 
or amended at any annual, regular, or special meeting of the executive 
committee, by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the members present at 
such meeting; except that the provisions relating to special funds can only 
be suspended or amended at an annual meeting. 
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APPENDIXVI 


LAW GOVERNING THE STATE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY OF MISSOURI 


(Approved by Governor Lon V. Stephens on May 4, 1899, and first 
published in the Laws of Missouri, Fortieth General Assembly, Regular 
Session, 1899, pages 222 and 223. | 

Copies from the Revised Statutes of Missouri, 1939, Chapter 114). 


Sec. 14902. Society Made Trustee for the State.—The state 
historical society of Missouri, heretofore organized under the laws of this 
state, shall be the trustee of this state, and as such shall hold all its present 
and future collections and property for the state, and shall not mortgage 
or deed in trust any of its property or sell any of such property except by 
way of exchange for property of equal value or for reinvestment. There 
shall continue to be an executive committee of said society, to consist of 
as many members as is or may be provided in the constitution of said 
society, and to have the same powers as the present executive committee. 


Sec. 14903. Society’s Duties.—It shall be the duty of the society 
to collect books, maps and other papers and material for the study of 
history especially of this state and of the middle west; to acquire narratives 
and records of the pioneers, to procure documents, manuscripts and por- 
traits, and to gather all information calculated to exhibit faithfully the 
antiquities and the past and present conditions, resources and progress 
of this state; to cause its collections to be properly bound and preserved; 
to conduct a library of historical reference, and to publish from time to 
time reports of its collections and such other matters as may tend to diffuse 
information relative to the history of this region; and to keep the rooms 
containing the collections of said society open at all reasonable hours on 
business days for the reception of the citizens of this state, without fee. 


Sec. 14904. Executive Committee to Report—Duties of Secre- 
tary of State.-—The executive committee of said society shall keep an 
accurate account of the expenditures of all money which may be appro- 
priated for the purpose of the society, and report biennially to the governor 
a detailed statement of such expenditures. To enable the society to aug- 
ment its collections by effecting exchanges with other societies and institu- 
tions, sixty bound copies each of the several publications of the state, and : 
of its societies and institutions, except the reports of the supreme court 
and the courts of appeals shall be and the same are hereby donated to said 
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society as they shall be issued, the same to be delivered to the society by 
the secretary of state or other officer having the custody of the same; to 
include, also, for deposit in its collections, one set of all publications of the 
state, including those heretofore issued, so far as possible, not excepting 
the reports of the supreme court and of the courts of appeals. 


APPENDIX VII 


STATE AND NATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE STATE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI 


Missouri citizens and newspapers have commented gen- 
erously on the value of the State Historical Society of Mis- 
souri and its service to the people. They have noted the 
comparatively small budget on which the Society operated, 
the high national standing of the Society, and the permanent 
and educational value of its work and collections. 


The appearance of the translation of Duden’s Report 
in the Review brought forth hundreds of letters and editorials, 
of which this one by J. C. Fisher, editor of the Lawyers and 
Bankers Quarterly, St. Louis, of May 10, 1919, was typical: 


If The Missouri Historical Review had performed but one service and 
that service the publication of the Report of Gottfried Duden, translated 
by William G. Bek, Missourians would for all time be indebted to it. It 
is of incalculable historical value. 


William Clark Breckenridge of St. Louis, bibliographer, 
collector, and for two decades a trustee of the Society, wrote 
on June 12, 1919: ‘ 


I am proud of the good showing our Society is making. Of the 
historical societies of other states of which I have knowledge, 1 find none 
more advanced than we are and none with sounder ideas of what is re- 
guired of a historical society. The fact that we are keeping up with the 
procession and progressing in addition is very largely due to you and to 
your efforts and I want therefore to compliment you on your showing and 
results, 
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The series of articles on ‘‘Missouri and the War’’ (1917- 
1918) occasioned such editorials as this one, which appeared 
in the St. Louts Globe-Democrat of June 18, 1919: 


Thanks to the diligence of the secretary of the Missouri State Histori- 
cal Society in collecting data concerning the great war, we have the infor- 
mation as to Missouri's total casualties up until June 1... . The State 
Historical Society has never had a greater duty than the gathcring and 


preserving of the record of Missourians in this war... . 


A similar comment was made by Harvey C. Clark, ad- 
jutant general of Missouri, Jefferson City, on June 28, 1919: 


I appreciate the fact fully that the ordinary man does not quite 
appreciate the importance of preserving the things which in future years 
become valuable. It is a great satisfaction to me to know that we have 
your Society to protect us from ourselves and particularly that you are 
devoted to the work in hand. 


Francis H. Sisson, vice-president of the Guaranty Trust 
Company of New York City, wrote on July 14, 1919: 


Permit me to congratulate you on the work you are doing for The 
State Historical Society of Missouri, which seems to me, not only very 
commendable, but very important. 


As early as 1919 the city press became especially in- 
terested in the Society and called attention to its work. On 
August 25, 1919, The Kansas City Star carried this editorial: 


One of the interesting features of the current number of The Missourt 
Historical Review is a compilation of historical articles appearing in the 
newspapers of the state relating to Missouri, its early development, ta les 
of its pioneers, its industrial expansion, romantic episodes of its history 
and human interest stories of its native sons and daughters. In this 
compilation The Kansas City Star heads the list, being credited with fifty 
original articles covering Missouri historical features... . 
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Professor C. H. Hull, professor of American history at 
Cornell University, wrote as follows under date of November 
10, 1919: 


Will you permit me to express my appreciation of the translation of 
Gottfried Duden’s Report of his experiences in Missouri in 1824-1827? 


I believe it to be a valuable source for the understanding of our western 
settlement. 


Dr. Albert Watkins, state historian, Nebraska State 
Historical Society, Lincoln, Nebraska, commented as follows 
under date of December i1, 1919: 


I like your policy of limiting the scope of the activities of your Society 
to matters clearly appertaining to your state history. 


The Honorable Jesse W. Barrett, wrote this message of 
appreciation on March 26, 1923, while he was attorney 
general of Missouri: 


The State Historical Society is performing an indispensable service 
of the highest value and deserves the cooperation and support of every 
Missourian. 


The Columbia Missourian of March 3, 1925, carried this 
editorial: 


The work of the State Historical Society is not only beneficial to those 
who want casually to look up old records and histories but has a vital im- 
portance in being able to furnish past records. The Historical Society 1s 
first in the Missouri Valley in membership and second in the United States. 
The indexing of newspapers is one of the big jobs that the society has 
undertaken. . 


The St. Louis Post-Dispatch of June 19, 1934, had this 
to say on its editorial page: 


PRESERVING MISSOURI HISTORY 


A branch of the State Government which has stuck to its knitting 
through various changes of administration is the State Historical Society 
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of Missouri. Day in and day out, its surprisingly small staff goes about its 
business of collecting, preserving and making available for the present 
and future matters concerning Missouri’s historic past. . . . Much of the 
credit for the society’s good work belongs to its efficient secretary and 
librarian, Floyd C. Shoemaker. .. . 


Strong editorial support also appeared in The Kansas 
City Star of November 14. 1936: 


QUIETLY AND WITHOUT FANFARE THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
GOES ABOUT ITS WORK 


Quietly and unostentatiously, the Missouri State Historical Society: 
with offices at Columbia, has gone about its task of collecting, preserving 
and making available the true history of Missouri for the present and 
future generations, unhindered by changes in the political faith of adminis- 
tration and untainted by campaign bombast. During the thirty-five years 
that it has been a branch of the state government, the Society has made 
remarkable progress in building the largest and most valuable collection 
of Missouriana. . . . 

The State Historical Society gets little of the taxpayer’s money. . . . 
far less than half the average apportionments granted similar organiza- 
tions in Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa. 

All of which make the results which have been achieved seem the more 
remarkable. 


In an editorial of June 16, 1937, Charles H. Whitaker, 
editor of the Clinton Henry County Democrat, expressed the 
pride of Missourians in their State Historical Society: 


The State of Missouri may well be proud of its Historical Society, 
which is steadily advancing its work of preserving all historical information 
about this State. And it will surprise many to learn that it is in point of 
numbers second among historical societies, being in membership less than 
a hundred behind that of New York. ... 


On July 5, 1938, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch published 
this editorial tribute to the Society’s climb to first rank in 
membership in the nation: 
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A WORTHWHILE FIRST PLACE FOR MISSOURI 


After pressing close to the top for a long time, the State Historical 
Society of Missouri has become the leading state historical society in the 
country in terms of individual memberships. 

This is both a notable distinction for Missouri and a proof of the 
popular value of the excellent work which the State Historical Society, 
largely in the person of its secretary, Floyd C. Shoemaker, and its small 
but efficient staff, is doing. All who have had occasion-—and there have 
been thousands in this classification—to turn to the State Historical Society 
for information know how promptly and carefully queries are attended 
to. Those who have visited the library and have seen its remarkable 
collections of Missouri books, newspapers, manuscripts, archives and maps 
know what an increasingly valuable storehouse of Missouri history it is. 
And those who test institutions by their awareness of improved methods 
must rate the State Historical Society high for its use of microfilming for 
the preservation of irreplaceable newspaper fies. 


A tribute from an out-of-state member of the Society 
came from Professor Harold E. Briggs, head of the history 
department at the University of Miami, Coral Gables, 
Florida, on July 9, 1938: ) 


.... Asa teacher of United States history whose field of research 
is frontier or western history I have found The Missouri Historical Review 
a very substantial and excellent publication, edited and arranged to be of 
maximum value to teachers and research scholars in the general field of 
western history as well as to those who are interested in local Missouri 
history. At present J am working on a manuscript dealing with trans- 
Mississippi transportation and have found the Review to be a veritable 
“gold mine” of information on my project. 


On February 15, 1939, this editorial on the Society by 
William Southern, Jr., appeared in the Independence Ex- 
aminer: 


ASKS ONLY BARE BGNES SUPPORT 


Here is one for Ripley’s believe it or not. There is one active state- 
supported institution, which asks the Legislature for only bare bones 
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support, and every employee, from the executive secretary through the 
list of ten, works every work day. There is not a drone in the list. The 
institution never spends more than its allowance and asks the Legislature 
for the amount actually needed, there is no extra added for trading pur- 


poses, ... 


The St. Louis Post-Dispatch on April 5, 1939 carried 
the following editorial on the Society: 


RECORD OF THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Do Missourians generally know they have a State-supported institu- 
tion that not only performs a useful service, but lives within its slender 
budget and has actually accumulated property of greater value than the 
total appropriations received during its existence? This is the unusual 
record of the State Historical Society of Missouri. 

This valuation of the Society’s property is, of course, merely a nominal 
figure. Actually, the society’s newspapers and magazine files, historic 
documents, rare books and irreplaceable data are priceless. Priceless, 
too, is the research conducted by the society, and the part it has played 
for 40 years in awakening historical consciousness among Missourians and 
its role in fostering an intelligent State pride. The Society’s modest allow- 
ance from State funds is annually repaid many times over. 


An editorial in The Kansas City Star for May 20, 1939, 
offered similar comment on the value of the Society: 


Fifteen years ago the society was not the nationally known institution 
it now is. But since that time it has built up to the very top among state 
historical organizations. ... Yet in doing this it has lived within a 
budget so slender that other state organizations are amazed at its ability 
to render its fine service. In spite of its growth the society’s appropria- 
tion last biennium was only 3 per cent more than it received fifteen years 
ago. 


The Monroe City News on April 24, 1941, discussed the 
service that the Society offered in the preservation of the 
heritage of the State: 


Missourians can, and should take pride in the fact that their State 
Historical Society is now the largest depository of material on Missouri 
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history in the country. Through a varied and far-reaching program of 
publication, through the volume of material made available in its library, 
through the generous and extensive reference service, through articles and 
addresses, the Society has created some measure of historical consciousness 
in every community in the State, drawing to itself a membership which 
exceeds that of any other State historical association in the nation... 

The Society’s collections more than exceed in value the amount the 
State has expended in its support. [t is a treasure house wheveiii is stored 
Missouri’s rich heritage. Many Monroe Countians have become staunch 
friends of the organization because they realize its work and worth. To 
support our schools and other public institutions is a necessity; to care for 
our aged and disabled is a duty. But to support the State Historical 
Society is an honor, accessible to all Missourians. 


The Kansas City Star on July 8, 1941, commented on the 
preservation of historical data by the Society: 


There are several features about the Society which make it outstand- 
ing among organizations of its kind. For one thing it has the largest num- 
ber of active members among all the state societies of the nation. .. . 


Few realize what an important publication program is carried on by 
the society. There is no similar program being carried on by any organi- 
zation of its kind in the United States... . 


One of the striking things about the historical society’s work is the 
amount which has been done on a very small appropriation. Since it was 
established as a state depository in 1899 the society actually has accumu- 
lated property worth more than the total amount it has received from the 
state. 


The Si. Louis Globe-Democrat expressed its appreciation 
of the Society and its work in this editorial of May 25, 1945: 


Missourians who have become accustomed to taking for granted the 
many services of the State Historical Society may be surprised to know 
that the society now ranks with the foremost organizations of the kind in- 
the nation. The society’s twenty-second biennial report reveals that it 
leads the nation in the number of active members, in the circulation of its 
weekly historical features and in the circulation of its quarterly magazine. 
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The society ranked fifth in the number of printed pages in magazine 
form published by state historical societies, third in the number of pages 
of historical compilation published in book form, first in the number of 
pages of documentary material published during the last biennium and 
first in the tota! number of pages published. 

The figures tell only a part of the valuable service the society is rend- 
ering to Missouri in compiling and preserving all types of Missouriana, 
Many of the collections of newspener and magazine files, historic documents 
and rare books are priceless. But even at the nominal value hxed by the 
society, they exceed by $81,000 the total amount appropriated for the so- 
ciety since it was founded in 1898... . 


— Recognition has come not only from within the State 
but from throughout the nation. The later Father Gilbert 
J. Garraghan, S. J., authority on early Mississippi valley 
history, editor of Mid-America, and research professor of 
history in the institute of Jesuit history at Loyola University 
in Chicago, stated: 


Historical Missouriana continues to have a fascination for me, and 
you do manage to pack such a quantity of new and illuminating Missouriana 
into every issue of the Review. Among the magazines put out by the 
state historical societies The Missouri Historical Review is my favorite. 


The late Orrick Johns, noted poet and author, wrote of 
the Review: 


It is the most vital and interesting publication I know. I would not 
want to miss a single number. You have made a nation-wide reputa- 
tion by your fine editorial skill and your genius for research, May your 
shadow never grow fainter. 


Other phases of the Society’s work also received recog- 
nition. The New York State Historical Association, whose 
membership roll ranks third in the nation, commented in 
its Bulletin for November, 1939, on the membership of the 
State Historical Society of Missouri and said: 


If we can only persuade our members to work as efficiently as they do 
in Missouri, we may even show the Missourians a thing or two. 
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Arthur Wallace Peace, editor of The Proceedings of the 
Vermont Historical Society, commented in December, 1939, 
that he had been “looking with some awe at the published 
membership of the State Historical Society of Missouri.” 

On publication of Missourt, Day By Day, in 1942 and 1943, 


widespread comments were received. The following have 


hd t cdeox at =e i ae awk ote sc Lz ee; an eee RPT aQnroar Os 3. => 
VEC SSICCICO Vas, AMUStT ative of the rece pudit accorded the 


work: 


Such publications as that of the State Historical Society of Missouri 
are just the mode by which states become proud of their history and there- 
fore zealous to make the future worthy of the past. —FELIxX FRANKFURTER, 
judge of the Supreme Court of the United States, Washington, D. C. 


The work is invaluable to students, teachers, and lovers of Missouri 
history for quick, handy reference in outline and as guide to further read- 
ing.—St. Louis Globe-Democrat. 


Once again Floyd Shoemaker and the State Historical Society of 
Missouri have performed a valuable service for the people of this State, 
and for all those outside of the State who are interested in Missouri history. 
—Kansas City Star. 


I can think of no better reference volume to publish than just such a 
work.-ALEXANDER J. WALL, director, New York Historical Society. 


Missouri is to be congratulated upon the compilation of so much valu- 
able data, most interesting from both the local and personal angles, Other 
historical societies may well emulate your splendid example—WAtTT 
MARCHMAN, secretary and librarian, Florida Historical Society. 


Missouri, Day by Day is an imposing and most interesting contribu- 
tion to the history of my native state. . . . I cherish it and shall derive 
much pleasure from it. Is there any other historical society that presents 
the high lights as tangibly as yours?—-WILLIAM G. Bex, dean, College of 
Science, Literature, and Arts, bans sity of North Dakota, Grand Forks, 
North Dakota. 


I congratulate you on the completion of Missouri, Day by Day and I 
regard it as an extremely valuable contribution to Missouri historical 
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literature —Forrest C. DonnELL, Governor of Missouri, Jefferson City, 
Missouri. 


You are doing more than anyone else I can readily think of to popular- 
ize the history of your state and this is a matter concerning which I have 
long felt that the vast majority of our professional workers in the historical 
field are lamentably deficient, or indifferent as the case may be.— MILo 
M. QuvalreE, director, Burton Historical Collections, Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan. 


Such calendar of events is especially useful wherever historical radio 
programs are being developed. We appreciate having a complete set of 
this valuable work and I trust that we may use it as an example of a type 
of publication which should be undertaken in every state—Davip C. 
Duniway, treasurer, The American Association for State and Local 
History, Washington, D. C. 


.... If endemic cultures are promoted, we may do something toward 
maintaining an interesting and heterogenous world culture in this century 
when uniformity in political systems and economies are rapidly coming 
upon us. Naturally, therefore, I welcome this type of work that you are 
doing. I hope that the historical sense in counties, towns and especially in 
‘natural regions’ will grow throughout Missouri—-HARLow SHAPLEY, 
director, Harvard College Observatory, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


This is a splendid, worthwhile project, one which will provide Mis- 
souri with a more complete historical record than that of almost any other 
state in America.— RALPH M. BLAGDEN, managing editor, St. Louts Star- 
Times. 


The publication of Volumes | and II of Ozark Folksongs 
brought additional comments. Representative of the remarks 
by critics are these extracts from reviews appearing in period- 
icals of state and national standing: 


Now, with this volume, the State Historical Society of Missouri issues 
the first of four projected books on the folksongs of Missouri. The Ozark 
state is doing justice to its folksongs . . . all lovers of American folksongs 
will long bless the Missouri State Historical Society. —HorACE REYNOLDS 


7 in Christian Science Monitor, Boston, April 5, 1947. 
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It would be well for you and me to subscribe now to this monumental 
series—the most impressive and authoritative ever done for any American 
region.—LLoyp LEwIs in The Chicago Sun Book Week, February 23, 1947. 


Allin all, they comprise a rich collection. It is good to have them be- 
tween the covers of a single book, for balladry Mr. Randolph fears, may 
wane in the Ozark country, due to the fact that the section is turning 
er : e, CIES Seared Pee ee | Ti aS Ozark cowie e whem De nde cee, 
WitG a Suuaiics pnuayerouiia. ... iC Uzarn VOUT Y ics€ii GmOfUus a Viciicer 
store of traditional ballads than will be found in any other region of com- 
parable area in the United States —MARGUERITE YouNG in The New 
York Times, March 30, 1947. 


Mr. Randolph's latest book, Ozark Folksongs, will eventually consist 
of four volumes, the first of which has now appeared. ... It may well 
be that his is the largest assemblage for one region of comparable size yet 
made in the United States... . —LourIsE Pounp in New York Herald 
Tribune Weekly Book Review, May 25, 1947. 


The collector and editors have done far more. They have cited other 
references to the same songs and have, in many cases, traced their first 
published appearance down to the present. Thus the book is an invaluable 
manual for the ballad genealogist. . . . If succeeding volumes even begin 
to measure up to the initial book, the collector and the State Historical 
Society of Missouri may well have produced one of the most distinguished 
contributions ever edited and put into print in this country.—PHILIP D. 
Jorpan in The Mississippi Valley Historical Review, June, 1947. 


In other words, this collection will prove to be the largest single col- 
lection of American folksongs in print and will raise Missouri to a place 
beside the Appalachians as a storehouse of traditional song. The notes, 
which have been brought down to the date of issue and include references 
to Franck C. Brown’s unpublished collection of North Carolina songs 
that Belden is editing, make Randolph’s work a veritable encyclopedia. . . 
In every regard, this volume is a feast for the lover and the student of folk 
song.— ARCHIE TAYLOR in Western Folklore, July, 1947. 


There are 900 ballads in the Randolph collection, comprising almost 
1700 individual texts and more than 800 tunes, probably making it more 
extensive then any similar collection and certainly the largest for any par- 
ticular region of the United States —F. A. BeayMeErR in St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch, February 20, 1947. 
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. now comes the monumental work Ozark Folksongs. The first 
of four volumes under this title has just been published by the State 
Historical Society of Missouri at Columbia. 

Too much can hardly be said in appreciation of the years of effort Mr. 
Rando!ph has put into his serious historical work. . . . This first volume 
shows the careful job of co-operative editing done by Floyd C. Shoemaker 
and Frances G. Emberson of the Historical Society, who added copiously 
to the headnotes and bibliography. It is illustrated by half tones from Mr. 
Randolph’s own photographs of various singers, some with pertinent back- 
ground details of the region. An additional feature is the apt Ozarkian 
decoration, in the form of endpaper illustration, by Thomas Hart Benton. 
. . . ~Louts MECKER in The Kansas City Times, February 25, 1947. 


Vance Randolph, who has become an authority on the Ozarks, has 
undertaken the job of putting into book form all of the folk songs and 
ballads of that region. This is Volume I of a projected four-volume work 
and a very handsome book it is.—-REED Hynps in St. Louts Star-Times, 
February 13, 1947. 


A true service to Missouri is this first of four volumes of Ozark Felk- 
songs collected and edited by Vance Randolph—-for almost 20 years a 
nationally recognized authority on the folk-ways of the Ozark people— 
and which the State Historical Society of Missouri is publishing under the 
collaborative general editorship of its secretary, Floyd C. Shoemaker, 
with Frances G. Emberson as research associate. ...—HAaArry R. 
Burke in St. Louis Globe-Democrat, February 16, 1947. 


The second volume of Vance Randolph’s Ozark Folksongs has just 
arrived and [ am delighted to add it to the previous one in our collections. 
I think it is one of the finest works ever published on folksongs and you 
are certainly to be complimented as well on the physical appearance of the 
volume.—Mrs. BrenpA R. GIESEKER, librarian, Missouri Historical 
Society, St. Louis, February 4, 1948. 


My opinion of the Missouri State Historical Society was very high, 
but after the publication of the Ozark Folksongs it rose still higher. I 
don’t see how you manage all that you do. I said this to you when I 
received Volume I. Even though I know little about the literature of folk 
songs, except for the English and Danish, I am convinced that few similar 
publications equal this, and that the M.S. H. S. has produced a classic. — 
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ah CuRISTIAN Bay, librarian emeritus, The John Crerar Library, Chicago, 
February 11, 1948. 


This remarkable comprehensive history job goes forward with un- 
abated vigor. In the field of American folk songs, Ozark Folksongs 1s 
the largest work yet produced by any state-—-L. M., The Kansas City 
Star, February 14, 1948. 


My very best thanks for the second volume of Randolph’s Ozark 
Folksongs received last week. It maintains the high level set in Volume 
I, and confirms my faith that the work, when completed, will be the best 
regional collection we have had in this country.—H. M. BELprn, editor, 
Ballads and Songs, coliected by the Missouri Folk-Lore Society, Columbia, 
Missouri, February 15, 1948. 


The work (Ozark Folksongs] is one of the major publications in the 
held of American folk music, and invaluable as a reference tool for teachers, 
students, and librarians.—U. S. Quarterly Book List, The Library of Con- 
gress, Reference Department, June, 1948. 


This volume [II] maintains worthily the high standards set by its 
predecessor. . . . We look forward eagerly to the third and fourth volumes 
of Ozark Folksongs.--ARCHIE TAYLOR, Western Folklore, July, 1948. 


Ozark Folksongs is the second of four volumes published by the State 
Historical Society in Columbia, and it is a remarkable tribute to the in- 
dustry and scholarship of Vance Randolph and his colleagues [Floyd C. 
Shoemaker and Frances G. Emberson] and to the judgment of the Society. 
The four volumes will, when finished, be a monumental contribution to 
American folksong. When you realize that this volume, which represents 
only a fourth of the work, runs more than 435 pages, and that it contains 
_two hundred songs with a great number of variants, each one of them ably 
edited, you see that it is a challenge to the other states and regions in the 
Union to meet the accomplishment of Missouri. One of the most hoped- 
for projects of Professor Thompson has been a volume of New York State 
folksongs, and we could hardly do better than use Osark Folksongs as a 
model.—Editor’s Page [Louis C. Jones], New York Folklore Quarterly, 
Summer, 1948. | 
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INDEX 


Abbott Laboratories, gift of Benton paint- 
ings by, 134 

Act of May 4, 1899, law making Society a 
trustee of the State, 26; source of, 
26; 39; Society adopis resolution in 
pursuance of, 49f; copy of, 1627 

Adair, A. J., 150 

Adair County Historical Society, 107 

“Acain,” painting, 134; loaned, 135 

Allen, J. D.. 150 

American Historical Association, 17f 

American Historical Sccielies, 1790-1860, 
by Leslie W. Dunlap, 15 

American Newspapers, 1821-1936: A Union 
List, Missouri section by Society, 116; 
rank of Missouri in, 116 

Anderson. Morris. trustee, 145 

Andreen. Oscar, 150 

Anniversary observances, activities of the 
Society in, 74-78. 103-106, 117 

Annual Dinnerfs) of the Society, inaug- 
urated, 59, 66; “pioneer dinner,” 76; 


held in Hannibal, 103f; held in St. 


Joseph, 105 

Annual Meeting{s) of the Society, special, 
27f; first planned work discussed at, 27, 
30; first called, 30; power of, 32, 71; 
Sampson agreement ratified at, 35f; 
first annual described, 37ff; second annual 
held with Mo. Press Assn., 45f; resigna- 
tions of president and first v.-president 
accepted at, 45; adopted resolution for 
Society to hold its property as trustee 
of the State, 49f; on a library building, 
57f; new library building reported on, 
59: resolution of appreciation to Uni- 
versity adopted at, 59; Missouri centen- 
nial movement begun at, 74f; amendment 
on membership fund (trust) adopted at, 
Sf: resolution of exec. committee on 
policy of Society respecting decision of, 
121: approval of purchase of Bay Col- 
lection and opening of at, 128; Benton 
World War IJ 
paintings displaved at, 135; Fitzpatrick 
cartoons displayed at, 135 

Appendices I-VIT, 145-175 

Applegate MS. Collection, 111 

Appropriation(s) of the Society, first, 
27, 29: practice of economy in, 32f; 

’ average for first fourteen-vear period, 
32: requested, 4G; increase, 46; Painter 
“nioneer tales bill,’’ 67; described (1915- 
1940), 80ff: aided in obtaining, 81f, 122/; 
supplemented by, 96f; for Platte Pur- 
chase Centennial, 105; cited (1941-1948), 
123f 

Armsirong; C. J., gift of newspapers, -90f 

Armstrong, J. C., 15 

Arrow Rock State Park and Tavern, 118 


Audrain County Historical Society, 108 
Aull MS. Collection, 111 
Avery, Grace Gilmore, co-editor, 85 


— Oo 

Baker, Sam A., exec. com. member, 148 

Banks MS. Collection, 112 

Banquets, See Annual Dinner(s) 

Barker, John T., v.-president, 9 

Barnes, Amanda Bingham, 138 

Barrett, C. W., 150 

Barrett, Jesse W., trustee, 145 

Baskett, C. M., 150 

Bassford. Homer, trustee, 145 

Bay, J. Christian, Collection. 97, 123, 125, 
described, 126-129, 142, size and rank, 
143; honorary member, 128f, 15 

Beal, John, 150 

Bean, E. E. 150 

Becker, C. U., exec. com. member, 148 

Beckwith, Thomas. trustee, 145 

Bek, W. G., honorary member, 150 

Bell, H. C., a first trustee, 28, 145; 150 

Bell, Wilson, trustee, 145; exec. com. mem- 
ber, 148, 149 

Bennett, Phil A., trustee, 145 

Benton, Thomas H. (artist), World War II 
paintings—‘‘The Year of Peril’ series 
and ‘Negro Soldier,” gift of Abbott 
Laboratories and artisi, 126, 134f, 144 

Benton, Thomas H. (senator), gift of por- 
trait of, 120 

Bibliography, 176ff 

“Bibliography of Missouri,” by F. A. 
Sampson, 64 

Bieber, Ralph P., trustee, 145 

Biennial Report(s) of the Society, first, 
described, 39-42; cited, 50/; first and 
second on a library building, 56; sixth 
ona library building, 58 

Biggs, W. C., 150 

Bingham, George, 138 

Bingham, George C., “Order No. 11,” 
97, 126, 1367f; Art Coliection, described, 
136ff, mentioned, 144; MS. letters, 137 

Bingham, Henry Vest, MS. diary, 112, 133 

Bingham, M. A., 138 

Blair, Frank P., gift of portrait of, 120 

Blankemeier, L., 150 

Blanton, H. J., 150 

Boone, Daniel, gift of portrait of, 126 

Boone County Historical Society, 108 

Boone's Lick Country, 111 — 

Boone’s Lick Historical Society, 103 

Boone's Lick Trail, 102 

Bothwell, John H., v.-president, 9 

Boucher, Euphrates, 150 i. 

Bowdry, Mrs. W. P., gift of Bingham 
letters, 138 

Bowker's State Publications, 65 
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Bowles, W. R., 150 

Bowman, Frank, 150 

Bradley, Chester A., trustee, 145 

Bradshaw, James T., 150 

Breckenridge, W. C., v.-president, 9; a 
first annual member, 37; 65; trustee, $7, 
145; acquisition of part of library of, 97f 

Briggs, Frank P., trustee, 145 

Bright, S.C;,. 150 

Britton, Rollin J., paper at first annual 
dinner, 67; trustee, 145 

Britts, John H., trustee, 145 

Broadhead Ms. Collection, 110 

Bronaugh MS. Collection, 111 

Bronson, E. S., 150 

Brooke, C. M., 150 

Brooks, O. McD., 150 

Brooks, S. D., exec. com. member, 149 

Brown, Dwight H., exec. com. member, 148 

Brunk, Larry, exec. com. member, 149 

Buck, Willa D., newspaper index header, 88 

Buegel, John, MS. Civil War diary, 112 

Bundschu, Henry A., v.-president, 9 

Burckhartt, H. T., 150 


BOK gy 

Callaway County Historical Society, 168 

Campbell, W. M., president Mo. Historical 
and Philosophical Society, 16 

Campbell House Foundation, 108 

Cape Girardeau Co. Historical Soc., 108 

Capitol fire (1837), 56; (1911), 51, 59, 116 

Carnegie, Andrew, library building re- 
quested of, 56 

Cartoons, Daniel R. Fitzpatrick Collection 
of, 126, 135f, 144 

Casenave, Maurice, honorary member, 150 

Cash, Walter, 150 

“Casualty,” painting, 134 é 

Catalogue of Publications by Missouri 
Authors ... in World's Fair Exhibit tn 
Missouri Building, by F. A. Sampson, 
43, 46 

Caulfield, Henry S., exec. comm. member, 148 

Celebrations in Missouri, activities of the 
Society in, 74-78, 103-106, 117 

Centennial celebrations in Missouri. See 
Mark Twain Centennial; Missouri Cen- 
tennial; Platte Purchase Centennial; 
Ste. Genevieve Bicentennial 

Centennial Commission, State, 77 

“Centennial Committee of the State His- 
torical Society, The,” 74/f, 77, 117 

Centennial Exposition, Sedalia, ‘exhibit 
by Society, 77; The Pageant of Missourt, 
77; influence on Society's membership, 94 

Chappel, Phil E., trustee, 145 

Charter of the Scciety. See Act of May 4, 
1899: Constitution and By-Laws; Incor- 
poration 

“Child of the Missouri Press Association, 
The,’ Society called, 55, 75 

Childers, H. F., 150 

Chiles, Henry C., v.-president, 9 

Chillicothe, Mark Twain Centennial, 104 

Chinn, H. A., amendment of, adopted by 

~ Mo. Press Assn., on chairman of com- 


mittee to establish the Society and on its 
headquarters, 21; i150 

Christian College, Banks MS. Coilection 
on, 112 

Chubbuck, E. J., 151 

Cireuit Court of Boone County, decree 
tendered for incorp. of Society, 26 

aes Albert M., v.-president, 9; trustee, 


Clark, Mrs. Fitz Gibbon, 151 

ClarkoWi. 3. £51 

Clark, William, MS. Collection, 110 

Clay County Historical Society, 108 

Clemens, Orion, 90, 103 

Clemens, Samuel L., 89, 103. See also 
Mark Twain 

Cochran, C. F., trustee, 145 

Cole, Redmond S., a first annual member, 37 

Cole County Historical Society, 108 

Collections of the Society: See under 
3ay, Benton, Bingham, Breckenridge, 
Fitzpatrick, League, Mahan Memorial 
Mark Twain, Musick, Sampson, Thoemp- 
son, Wright. See also Library, Manu- 
script 

Collections, Microfilming, Newspapers, 
Paintings 

Columbia, Missouri Centennial, 76f; Mark 
Twain Centennial, 104 

Columbia (Mo.) Library Club, first twenty- 
five vols. of Review indexed by, 73; index 
pub. by Society, 73, 96 

Committee(s) of the Mo. Press Assn., 
appointed to prepare plans for establish- 
ing the Society, 21/f 

Concordia Historical Institute, 108 

Conger, Bs Ji, 151 

Constitution and By-Laws of the Society, 
framed, 22; adopted, 23; source of 24, 
26; new features, 24; amendments, 28, 
30,.39, 70, 96, 124; membership fund 
(trust) amendment quoted, 96; copy of 
as adopted and amended, 154-161 

Constitutional Conventions. See Missouri 
Constitutional Conventions 

Cook, Sam B., exec. com. member, 148 

Corby, Joseph A., trustee, 145 

County historical societies in Missouri, 70; 
described, 106ff 

Cowgill, James, exec. com. member, 148 

Coxe yo wWiiou 

Crescent Hotel, Eureka Springs, Ark.. 
Society founded by Mo. Press Assn. at, 
22 


& 
Crossley, Wallace, trustee, 145 
Crowe, W. E., trustee, 145 
Crunden, F. M.., a first trustee, 28, 145 
Culmer, Frederic A., 119 
Cupp, Ora M., a first annual member, RYS4 
Curtis’ North American Indians, 97 


ew ag EY 
Dalton, William J., trustee, 145 
Darby, Ada Claire, dinner speaker, 105. 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 
See Missouri Society of the D. A. R 
Davis, Charles B., trustee, 145 
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Daweon, Cornelia, cataloger, 86 

Deal, E. P.. exec. com. member, 149 

Debates of the Missouri Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1875, edited by Isidor Loeb 
and Floyd C. Shoemaker, described, 99/; 
resolution on by Constitutional Conven- 
tion of 1943-1944, 99f. completed, 125, 
141; cited, 139 

Denslow, Ray V., v.-president, 9 

Denslow, W. M., 151 

Dickey, Walter S., v.-president, 9 

Disciples of Christ, Historical Soc., 108 

BAUUYLicy Are boy Av 

Dockery, Alexander M., approved first 
appro., 27, 41; exec. com. member, 148 

Doniphan, John, trustee, 145 

Donnell, Forrest C., trustee, 
com, member, 148 

Donnelly, Phil M., approved appropria- 
tion for microfilming project, 116; exec. 
com. member, 148 

Dopf, John R., 151 

Dorsey, C. P., trustee, 145 

Drake, Charles D., MS. Autobiography, 110 

Draper, Lyman C., 31; MSS., 111 

Drummond, M. P., 151 

Dudley, Boyd, toastmaster at first annual 
dinner, 66; trustee, 145 

Dues of members. See Membership 

Dunklin County Historical Society, 108 

Dunlap, Leslie W., American Historical 
Societies, 1790-1860, 14f 

Dunnegan, T. H. B., trustee, 145 

Dunnegan, T. H. B., Jr., trustee, 145 

Durdy, J. M., 151 


145; exec. 


Eads, James B., gift of portrait of, 120 

Early, Marion C., v.-president,9 

Early Western Travels, by R. G. Thwaites, 
63 

Editor members. See Membership 

Editors of Mo., activities in Soc., 317, 68 

Edwards, J. H., 151 

Edwards, Mary E.., first cataloger, 54 

El Camino Real, 162 

Election returns. See State Election R. 

Ellis, Howard, 151 

Ellison, George R., v.-president, 9 

Ellwood, C. A., a first annual member, 37 

Elwang, W. W., invocation at first annual 
dinner, 66 

Emberson, Frances Guthrie, co-editor, 139f 

Emmons, Ben L., trustee, 145 

Epperson, Ivan H., staff member, 63 

Eugene Field Foundation, 108 

Eureka Springs, Ark. See Crescent Hotel, 
Eureka Springs, Ark. 

Ewing, H. W., 151 

Ewing, Thomas, painting “Order No. 11” 
artist’s answer to military order of, 137 

Executive Committee of the Society. first 
trustees of elected, 28, 30; first meeting 
of, 30, 35; power of, 32, 70; resignation 
of first secretary accepted and election 
of second by, 35, 38; first annual meeting 
of and officers elected by, 37; honorary 
members elected by, 37, 60, 1238, 149f; 
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first annual members elected by, 37f; 
first annual report of, 38; first biennial 
report of described, 39-42; directed 
finance committee to consider publication 
of a “historical quarterly,’’ 46; resolution 
for Society to hold its property as a 
trustee of the State adopted by, 49f; 
urged consideration of request for a 
library building, 56; first life trustees 
ef, 70; constitutional provision for lite 
trustees of adopted by, 70; provided 
for membership fund (trust), 95/; resolu- 
ion vis PULCY ol Society adopted by, 
121; president elected by, 126; list of 
members of, 145-149 
“Exterminate,”’ painting, 134 


ce «es 

Fagg, T. J. C., honorary member, 60, 156 

Fair, Eugene, trustee, 146 

Faris MS. Collection, 111 

Federal Population Schedules of Missouri 
(1830-1870), 111 

Field, Eugene, 106, 108 

Finance Committee of the Society, first 
members of appointed, 28, 30, 37; first 
meeting of, 28f; policy body of Society, 
30, 62, 76; supervisory control power 
vested in, 32, 70; how appointed, 32; 
composed of, 32; secretary responsible 
to for administration and functions, 32; 
practice in appointment of, 32; result 
of centralization of power in, 34; agree- 
ment with Mr. Sampson, 35; authorized 
exhibit at St. Louis World's Fair, 43; 
directed by exec. committee to consider 
publication of a “historical quarterly. 
46; appointed a committee on publica- 
tion, 46f; abolished publication comnuttee, 
47, 68; presented resolution for the 
Society to hold its property as a trustee 
of the State, 49f; on Thomas A. Smith 
MSS., 51; 54; adopted resolution to 
request a library building otf Andrew 
Carnegie, 56; aided in securing a proper 
home for Society, 61; 67; created member- 
ship fund (trust) and adopted policy of 
fund, 96f; resolution of exec. committee 
on policy of Society requiring deciston 
of, 121; Bay Collection purchased, 128; 
new committee, 130ff; Dr. Loeb served 
forty-one years on, 130; list of members 
of, 149 

Fisher, J. C., 151 

Fisher, Theodore D., 151 ae 

Fitzpatrick, Daniel R., Collection of oms- 
inal drawings of cartoons, 126, 135/, 
144; gift of artist, 135 } q 

Folk, Joseph W., exec. com. member, 143 

Founder of the Society, Mo. Press Assn. 
1898, 20-24; phctograph of, 1898, 22; 
list of its merobers 1898, 150-153 

Founding of the Society, 14, 18. #6 ae ab 
causes and occasion, 20-24; source, of. 
24, 26: semicentennial of, 26, 141 

Fuerbringer, Ludwig, v.-president, 9%) 
trustee, 146 
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Gabrilowitch, Clara Clemens, 100 

“Gallatin, Missouri, The Great Men of,” 
paper by Rollin J. Britton, 67 

Gallemore, J. G., 151 

Gansz, Philip C., trustee, 146; 151 

Gardner, Frederick D., rejected Missouri 
centennial appro., 76; on appro. of Society, 
1; new taxes in 1917, 81; personal letter 
to secretary. 81; exec. com. member, 148 

Garraghan, Gilbert J., on Review, 74 

Gary, Theodore, v.-president, 9; trustee, 

A 


Gass, H..A., 15! 

General Assembly of Missouri: 40th, 
passed bill making Society a trustee 
of the State, 26; 41st, first appro. for 


Society, 27, 41; 42nd, request of Univ.., 


board of curators and the Soc. for library 
building, 55f; 47th, appro. for library 
building, 59; 48th, appro. to Society for 
Painter ‘‘pioneer tales bill,” 67; 49th, 
appro. for Missouri centennial, 757; 81; 
50th, support, resolution, and appro. on 
Missouri centennial movement, 76; Sist, 
Missouri centennial bill and appro. 
passed, 77; 58th, created Mark Twain 
centennial commission, 103, appro. for 
Mark Twain and Ste. Genevieve cele- 
brations, 103; 59th, appro. to Society for 
Platte Purchase centennial, 105; 63rd 
and 64th, appro. to Society for micro- 
filming newspapers, 115 

Gentry, North Todd, trustee, 146 

Geological Survey of Missouri, first, 16f 

Gilluly, J. A., 151 

Gilmer, Irving, 151 

Glasgow (Mo,) Savings Bank, MS. record 
books, 111 

Gmelich, Jacob F., exec. com, member, 148 

Golding, Louis T., v.-president, 9 

Goodwin, J. West, v.-president, 9; honorary 
member, 60, 150; trustee, 146;151 

Graf, Theodore, 151 

Gray, George, mural painting, 105 

Gray, 0. DE 1st 

Green, A. P., v.-president, 9 

Green, C. M., 151 

Gregg, William H., MS., 112 

Gregory, Winifred, editor, American News- 
papers, 1821-1936, 116 

Griffith, P. S., 151 

Groves, H. J., 151 

Groves, L. W., 151 

Guitar, Odon, honorary member, 60, 149; 
MS. Collection, 110 

Guitar, Sarah, reference librarian and 
co-editor, 86; inscriptions on highway 
markers by, 101/; article by, 118 


ee » Ke 
Hadley, Herbert S., exec. com, member, 148 
Hall, G. H., 151 
Hambaugh, W. H., 151 
Hannay, John A., 151 
Hannibal, Mark Twain Centennial, 103/ 
Hannibal newspapers, gift, 907 
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Harris, John Woods, gift of portrait of, 136f 

Harris Cafe, first annual dinner of Society 
held at, 63, 66 

Harrison, C. M., 151 

“Harvest, The,” painting, 134 

Harvey, Charles M., 38; trustee, 146 

Haskell, Henry J., trustee, 146 

Headquarters of the Society established, 
21f. See also Home of 

Hetiner, J. J., 151 

Heller, Otto, dinner speaker, 104 

Henderson, Johu B., on_an Andrew Car- 
et eid seersewr As ASAE By wu 

Henry, John W., trustee, 146 

Hesse, Nicholas, translation of Das Wesiliche 
Nord Amerika, 111f 

Hicks, Frederick C., 13; graduate studies 
a Mo. history and governmeni given by, 
119 

Highway markers. 
highway markers 

Hill, A. Ross, presented final request for 
and dedicated library building, 58f, 64; 
executive committee member, 149 

Hilton, Charles C., 151 

Historic sites, marked, 105f 

Historical anniversaries, 74-78, 103-106, 117 

“Historical Articles in Missouri News- 
papers,” 70. See also “This Week in 
Missouri History” 

Historical Assn. of Greater St. Louis, 108 

Historical highway markers. See Missouri 
historical highway markers 

“Historical Notes and Comments,” 72 

Historical societies: first period in U. S.. 
14-17; second period, 17-20; third period, 
106f; questionnaire letter on newspaper 
files in, 112 

Historical societies in Missouri. See name 
of and under County historica! societies 
in Missouri 

Historical Society of the Methodist Con- 
ference of the M. FE. Church, 107 | 

History given university recognition a3 
disciplinary study in U. S., Johns 
Hopkins and Univ. of Michigan, 19f 

Holmes, J. N., 151 

Home of the Society: in Academic Hall, 
23, 25.) 27, $65453,° 55; in’ University 
library building, 55-59, 61; removal to 
new home, 62/f; first regulations for 
‘use of, 63; west wing of bldg., 59, 64- 
See also Headquarters of 

Honorary members of the Society, 30, 37. 
60, 128, 1497 

Hopking, E. N., v.-president, 9 

Horn, R. Cy 151 

Houck, Louis, 
trustee, 28, 146 2 

Howard, Benjamin, portrait of acquired, 
96, 120 ; 

Howard, R. L., 63 ; 
Howard and Cooper Co. Historical Society. 
See Boone’s Lick Historical Society _ 
Howard Co. Centennial celebration, 117 
Hoxie, Vinnie Ream, gift of portrait of, 133 

Hudson, J. A., 151 


See Missouri historical 
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Hull, J. F., trustee, 146 

Hunter, Stephen B., trustee, 146 

Hurley, O. J., 151 

Hyde, Arthur M., signed Centennial cele- 
bration bill, 77; exec. com. member, 148 

Hyder, J. W., 151 


ln, ete 
Illustrations, frontis., 22, 64f, 124f, 130f 
Incorporation of the Society, 25f 
“Independence and Jackson County,” 
paper by William Southern, Jr., 66 
Indexes. See Missouri Newsvaper Subject 
Index and ‘‘Who’s Who in Missouri” 
Index 
“Indifference,” painting, 134 
“Invasion,” painting, 134 


Jacks; J; W., 151 

Tacks: Re Ki, 152 

Jackson County Historical Society, 108 

James, Jesse, 106 

James, W. K., trustee, 146 

Jamison, N. A., 151 

Jenkins, W. T., 152 

Jesse, Richard H., president of Univ. of 
Mo. when Society was founded, 21, 23; 
addressed Society’s first annual meeting, 
38; exec. com. member, 149 

Jesuit Relations, by R. G. Thwaites 

Jewett, W. O. L., president, 8, 22, 49, 68, 
124: v.-president, 9, 37; introduced 
original] resolution on establishing a state 
historical society, 21; com. member to 
draft constitution, 22; a first trustee, 28, 
146; 152 

Johnson, Charles P., 46 

Johnson, Thomas M., trustee, 146 

Johnson, Waldo P., trustee, 146 

ee yy Winifred, a first annual member, 

Johnson County Historical Society, 108 

Johnston, Joseph P., 152 

Jones, Elmer O., aided Society in appro- 
priation, 81; trustee, 146 

Jones, John C., exec. com. member, 149 

Jones, Langdon R., trustee, 146 

Jones, Paul C., trustee, 146 

Journal of the Missouri Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1875, edited by Isidor Loeb 
aud Floyd C. Shoemaker, 78, 84f, 139; 
resolution on by Constitutional Conven- 
tion of 1943-1944, 99f 

eee Chamber of Commerce of St. Louis, 


a «ae 

Kansas City, Missouri Centennial, 77; 
Mark Twain Centennial, 104 

Kansas City Historical Society. See Mis- 

_souri Valley Historical Society 

Kansas City Museum, 108 

Kansas City University, seminar instruction 
in Mo. history given at, 120 

Kansas State Historical Soc., 24, 26, 57 

Keil, William, MS. letters, 111 


Kellar, Herbert A., 34 

Kenny, Laurence J., trustee, 146 

Keyte MS. Collection, 111 

Kilpatrick, J. W., a first annual member, 37 
King, Roy T., newspaper librarian, 113 
King’s Highway. See El Camino Real 
Knott, John A., 152 

Krug, Henry, Jr., trustee, 146 

Krug Park Bowl, St. Joseph, 105 
Kuemmel MS. Collection, 111 


pally Falls 

Laclede County Historical Society, 108 

Lake Contrary, 1Uu0 

Lanius MS. diary, 112 

Law governing the Society, copy of, 162f, 
See also Act of May 4, 1899 

League, Nettie A., gift of Hannibal and 
Palmyra newspapers, 90f 

League, William T., Newspaper Collection, 


Oif 

Lehman, F. W., a first trustee, 28, 146 

Leonard MS. Collection, 110 

Leopard, Buel, 84; co-editor, 85 

Lesueur, A. A., committee member to draft 
constitution, 22; a first trustee, 28, 146; 
exec. com. member, 148; 152 

Lewis, McMillan, trustee, 146 

Lewis County Historical Society, 108 

Lexington Public Library and Historical 
Association, 107f 

Library Building, Home of the Society. 
See University of Mo. Library Bldg. 

Library of the Society, early activities 
of restricted, 32ff; foundation of, 35, 42, 
89; size of (1902), 42; description and 
size of (1914), 50-53; early appearance of, 
52f; joint card catalog with University 
library, 54, 120; bequest of President 
Mahan, 69f; benefited by use of member- 
ship fund (trust), 96f; size of (1948), 143/. 
See also Collections, Manuscript Collec- 
tions, Microfilming, Newspapers, Paint- 
ings 

Lighty, W. H., 46 — 

Limbaugh, Rush H., v.-president, 9, 63 

Lincoln, Abraham, bust ef by Vinnie Ream 
Hoxie, 137 ; 

“Lincoln and Missouri,’’ address by Walter 
B. Stevens, 66 

Lindsay, RK. HH, 152 

Linn, Lewis F., gift of portrait of, 120 

Little, B. M., v.-president, 9 

Loeb, Isidor, acting president, 8; president. 
8, 32, 124f, 130; first secretary, 8, 23, 25. 
27, 18f. 35, 125, 130; v.-president, 9, 
37, 45:.24; presented petition for incorp., 
25f; drafted bill for trusteeship, 26; 
reported on. work, 27, 38f; 4%; 46; 
finance com. member, 28, 32, 37, 125, 139, 
132, 149: trustee and life trustee, 32, 79, 
146; a first annual member, 37; on Samp- 
son Collection, 38; 41; com. member Of 
nominations, 46; com. niember on publi- 
cation of Review, 46f; presented resolu- 
tion assenting to trusteeship, #9; re- 
ported on completed library building. 
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59; introduced Mr. Shoemaker to the 
Society, 65; co-editor, 84, 99; resolution 
honoring, 9%; dinner speaker, 104; grad- 
uate studies in Missouri history and 
government given by, 119; service covers 
fifty years, 125; presented proposal for 
Bay Collection donor, 129; portrait of 
presented to, 130; exec. committee mem- 
ber, 149 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition, Society's 
exhibit at, 34f; expenditures, 41; activ- 
ities at, 43-45; fire in Missouri building, 
44f; 122 

Lutheran Historical Soc. of Perry Ce., 107 

Lyles, E. K., 152 

Lyman, C. D., 152 


eV ee 

McClure, C. H., v.-president, 9; 72; college 
course in Missouri history given by, 119; 
trustee, 146 

McCown, Pearle, cataloger, 86; calendared 
MSS. 109; checked Bay Collection, 128 

McCoy, MS. Collection, 111 

McCrae, C. M., 152 

McDougal, H. C., trustee, 146 

McGlashan, E. A., 152 

McGregor, W. B., aided Soc. in appro., 817 

McJimsey, E. E. E., 152 

MacKesson, J. E., trustee, 146 

McLane MS. Collection, 110 

McLaughlin, Andrew C., 20 

McMiilan, Margaret, 119 

MecMullin, R. W., 152 

McNutt, J. Scott, painted portrait of Dr. 
Loeb, 130 

McReynolds, Allen, acting president, 8; 
president, 8, 70, 124; v.-president, 9, 70; 
dinner speaker, 105; offered constitu- 
tional amendment on reelection of presi- 
dent and making past presidents life 
trustees, 70, 124; trustee and life trustee, 
70, 146; presented portrait of Dr. Loeb, 
130 

Madison County Historical Soctety, 108 

Mahan, Daniel Dulany, trustee, 146 

Mahan, George A., president, 8, 69/, 133; 
v.-president, 9; gift to Hannibal, 69; 
donor of highway markers, 70, 101f; 
death, 70; bequest to Society, 79, 96; 
honored, 90; 104; 130; trustee, 146 

Mahan Memorial Mark Twain Collec- 
tion, 90 

Major, Elliott W., approved appro. for 
University library building, 59; vetoed 
Painter “pioneer tales bill,’ 67; on 
appro. of Society, 80; executive com- 
mittee member, 148 

Manuscript Collections of the Society, 97, 
108-112, 126, 137f/ 

‘March ot Time Parade,” 106 

Marens, John, a first trustee, 28, 146; 152 

Mark Twain, gives his books to Society, 42, 


89; League Collection, 90f; Orchestrelle, . 


96, 1007; gift of portrait of, 120 
Mark Twain Boyhood Home, Hannibal, 
gift of George A. Mahan, 69 


The State Historical Society of Missourt 


Mark Twain Centennial Celebration, ac- 
tivities of Society in, 1037 

Mark Twain Centennial Celebration Com- 
mission, 103, 108 

Mark Twain Collection. See Mahan Mem- 
orial] Mark Twain Collection 

Mark Twain Memorial Park Association 
of Northeast Missouri Editors, 108 

Mark Twain Museum, loan by Society to, 
101; exhibit of Society in, 103 

Mark Twain Museum Board, 108 

Mark Twain State Park, 108 

Marmaduke MS. Collection, 1il 

Marshall, Missouri Centennial, 767 

Martin, G. W., trustee, 146 

Martin, John F., 152 

Martin, L. A., trustee, 146 

Maryland Historical Society, 15 

Mason, H. P., 152 

Massachusetts Historical Society, 14 

Mauger, John G., 152 

Meetine(s) of Soc. See Annual Meeting(s) 

Melvin, Winfred, 152 

Membership Fund (Trust) of Society, 63; 
described, 93-97; 120, 129, 138, 142 

Membership in the Soc., 25, 30, 37f, 60, 
68; described, 93-97; 125, 128, 143 

Messages und Proclamations of the Governors 
of the Siate of Missouri, edited by Moyd 
C. Shoemaker [and others], 85, 126, 139, 
141 


Microfilming program of the Society, 115f, 
126, 1427 
Middlebush, F. A., exec. com. member, 149 
Middlekamp, G. H., exec. com. member, 149 
Million, John W., v.-president, 10, 37; 38; 
trustee, 146 
Mississippi County Historical Soc., 108 
Mississippi Valley Historical Assn., 17, ATff 
“Missouri and the War,” 73, 140f 
Missouri Bankers Association, 75 
Missouri Baptist Historical Society, 107 
Missouri Confederate Veterans, MS. rec- 
ords, 110 
Missouri Constitutional Conventions: 1922- 
1923, 85, 126; 1943-1944, 85, resolution 
of 99f, debates of, 111 . bay 
Missouri Council of Defense of World War 
I, MS. correspondence, 80, 113 
Missouri, Day by Day, edited by Floyd ce 
Shoemaker, 92f, 123, 125, 133f, 139, 141 
“Missouri Day Program for Missouri Club 
Women,” by Floyd C. Shoemaker, 72 
Missouri Folk-Lore-Society, 107 f 
Missouri Historical and Philosophical 
Society, 15/f i. 
Missouri historical! highway markers: No. 
36 U. S. H., 69f, 101f, 117; Boones 
Lick Trail, 102, 117; Santa Fe Trail, 
102, 117; El Camino Real, 102,117 


" Missouri Historical Review, edited by F. A. 


Sampson (1906-1915) and Floyd Cc 
Shoemaker (1915- Ye Ban Soe 60, 
65f, 68; described, 71-74; Missouri cen- 
tennial numbers of, 77; World War I 
and II articles in, 79, 141; 88, 93, 94. 
96, 107, 110ff, 113, 118, 129, 120.139 
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Missouri Historical Soc., St. Louis, 18, 107 

Missouri history and government, graduate 
etudies in, 1197 

Missouri history college courses, 119 

“Missouri History Not Found in Text- 
books,”’ 72 

Missour! history school and college text- 
books, 72, 118f 

Missouri Newspaper Subject Index, 72, 87/f 

Missouri Pageant and Masque, by Floyd 
C. Shoemaker, 76f 

Missouri Press Association, 1898, founder 
of the Society, 20-24; members, 150-153 

“Missouri Reader,’’ 73 i 

Missouri Suciecy of Teachers of History and 
Government, 71 

Missouri Society of the D. A. R., 102, 118 

Missouri Society of the U. D. C., 118 

Missouri Soldiers Memorial Building, 57 

Missouri State Archives, 51, 109, 112 


‘Missouri State Dept. of Education, 119 


Missouri State Geological Survey, 167, 64 

Missouri State Highway Commission, 102f 

Missouri State Horticulture Society, 64 

Missouri State Teachers Association, 47 

Missouri territorial and state session acts, 96 

Missouri Territory, centennial of, 117 

Missouri Valley Historical Society, 107 

Missouri World’s Fair Commission, 35, 41, 
4Sff 

‘*Missouriana,'’ 73 

Missourians in World War II, MS. letters 
and diaries of, 112 

“Missourians One Hundred Years Ago,” 
by Walter B. Stevens, 76 

Missouri’s Centennial, 74-78, 117, 141 

Missouri’s Civil War claims, 56f 

“Missouri's French Heritage,’’ address by 
Floyd C. Shoemaker, 104 

Missouri's state park system, 118 

Missouri's Struggle for Statehood, 1804-1821, 
by Floyd C. Shoemaker, 66 

Mitchell, R. W., 152 

**Model Farm of Missouri,’ 137 

Moll, Justus R., trustee, 146 

Monier. Roy H., v.-president, 10 

Monroe, Russell, 152 

“Monuments and Memorials in Missouri,” 
by Sarah Guitar, 118 

Moore, M. T., a first annual member, 38 

Moore, W. H., 152 

Moorhead, W. L., 152 

Morris, C. D., 152 

Morris, Monia Cook, 119 


“Mother of the West,” historical pageant, 


104 

Mowder, C. L., 152 

Murray, J. P., 152 

Musgrove, W. G., 152 , ; 

Musick, James B., books from library of, 
G7, i42 


Pent 
Nacy, Richard R., exec. com. member, 149 
Napton, W. B., 51 
Native Sons of Kansas City, 108 
Natural History Society of Sedalia, library 
of obtained by Society, 42 


Nebraska State Historical Society, 112 

Neff, E., 152 

“Negro Soldier,” painting, 134 

Nelson, Edgar C., exec. com. member, 148 

Nelson, L. O., 152 

Nelson, William R., v.-president, 10, 37: 
trustec, 146 

Neumeister, A. E., 152 

New Coates House in Kansas City, 20 

Re City, Mark Twain Centennial, 

New York Times Index, 88 

Newbill, J. G., 152 

Newspaper Index of Society. 
Newspaper Subject Index 

Newspapers of the Society, current issues, 
25; binding costs, 32f; ones accepted, 33: 
purchase of W. F. Switzler files, 40; old 
files donated and purchased, 42; exhibit 
of at St. Louis World’s Fair, 43, 44; 
number of volumes (1914), 50; card 
index to, 87-89; described, 112-116; size 
of (1948), 114; rank in U. S., 122; micro- 
filming program, 116, 126, 142f 

Nichols, L. M., 152 

North American Indians, Curtis’, 97 


say's 

Officers of the Society, list of, 8-10; firs: 
elected, 37; vacancies filled, 46 

Oficial Manual of the State of Mo., 1921- 
1922, section on Mo. by Society, 77f 

Oklahoma State Historical Soc., 24, 26 

“Order No. 11,’ original painting by 
Bingham, 97, 126, 136-138 

Orean, J. Ba 152 

Organ, John E,, a first trustee, 28, 146; 152 

Organ, Minnie K., 27; assistant librarian, 
28f, 35; a first annual member, 38; first 
salary, 40; 43; resigned, 55 

Otis, Merrill E., v.-president, 10; dinner 
speaker, 105 

Overland Stage, i106 

Ozark Folksongs, collected and ed. by Vance 
Randolph. Edited for Society by Floyd 
C. Shoemaker and Frances G. Embereon, 
original MS. purchased and published 
by the Society, 97, 112, 126; described, 
1397; 141 


See Misenuri 


Br» ee 
~ Pageant of Missourt,. by Floyd C. Shoe- 


mmaker, 77; quotation from, 78 

Paine, Albert Bigelow and daughter, 
Frances, gift of Mark Twain Orchestrelie 
by, 100f 

Paine, Clarence S., founder of Mississippi 
Valley Historical Assn., 477 

Painter, William R., v.-president, 10, 46; 
constitution referred to as special com- 
mittee member, 23; represented Society 
at dedication of library building, 64; 
at first annual dinner, 67; advocated 
“pioneer talea bill,” 67; chairman oi! 
“The Centennial Committee of the State 
Historical Society,’’ 75; trustee, 146; 152 

Paintings owned by the Society, 96/, 120, 
126, 134f, 136-140, 143 
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Palmyra newspapers, gift to Society, 90 

Panama-Pacific International Exposition, 
exhibit by Society at, 45 

Park, Guy B., exec. com, member, 148 

Patterson, J. C., 152 

Paxton, William M., honorary member, 60, 
150; MS. Collection, 110 

Payne, Moses U. and Moses M. Broadwell, 
MS. Collection, 111 

Penn, Dorothy, co-editor, 85 

Pettis County Historical Society, 108 

Pettis County Old Settlers Assn., 107 

Phelps County Historical Society, 108 

Philips, john F,, trustee, 147 

Pierce, S. A., 15 2 

Pike oars Historical Society, 107 

Pilot Knob Memorial Association, 107 

Pitts, Frank L., exec. com, member, 148 

Platte County Historical Society, 108 

“Platte Purchase,’ mural painting, 106 

Platte Purchase Centennial, activities of 
the Society in, 70, 105f 

Platte Purchase counties, 105f 

Polk County Historical Society, 108 

Pony Express, 106 

Population Schedules of Missouri. See 
Federal Population Schedules of Mo. 

Powell, Elmer N., trustee, 147 

Presbytery of Missouri, MS. records of, 110 

President(s) of the Society, list of, 8; first 
three (1898-1910) served on committee 
to prepare plans for establishment of the 
Society, 22; first elected, 23; first resigned, 
45; of the period (1915- 1940), 67-71; term 
of office of, 68, 124; character of ‘office 
of, 70f; of the period (1941- 1948), 124-126 

Price, R. B., treasurer, 8, 37 

Price, Ri E., Jr. treasurer, 8 

Proceedings ‘of ti 1e State Historical Society 
of Missours at ifs Second Annual Meeiing 
Held January 22, 1903, at Columbia, 
first publication of Soc,, 45 

Publication Committee of The Jftssouri 
Historical Review, 46f 

Publications of the Society. See: A Eas 
logue... ; Biennial Report (23v.); 
hess of the Missouri Constitutional pie 
vention of 1875 (12v.); Journel of the 
Missouri Constitutional Convention of 
1875 (2v.); Messages and Proclamations 
of the Governors of the Siate of Missourt 
(13v.); Mutssourit, Day by Day (2v.); 
The Missouri Historical Review (42v.); 
The Pageant of Missourt; Proceedings 
ss jf Oserk -Folksongs +(2¥.); -aiso 2 
resume of, 141f 

Pulitzer, Joseph, trustee, 147 


Quaife, Milo M., on ierhe ie Rese, 73f 
Quarters of the Society. See Home of Soc. 


Wo pore 

Rader, Perry S., v.-president, 10, 37; com. 
member to draft const., 22; presented 
petition for incorp. of Society, Daye a 
first trustee, 28, 147; a first finance com. 


member, 28, 149; a first annual member, 
38; 46; 118; 152 

Rainey, D., 152 

Randolph, Vance, collector and editor, 
Ozark Folksonzs, MS. purchased, edited, 
published by Society, 97, 112, 126, 139f 

Ray, E. Lansing, trustee, 147 

Ream, Vinnie. See Hoxie, Vinnie Ream 

Recognition of Society. See State and 
national recognition 

Reeves, Albert is trustee, 147 

Reid, W. L., 152 

Resolutions quoted, 21, 49f, 59, 75, 997 

Rettig, E. E., 152 

Rhodes, Pe = +) CEUSOES, i+) 

Ricess fi 

Roach, Cactus v.-president, 10; a first 
trustee, 28, 147; executive committee 
member, 148; 152 

Roberts, Lb. P. 153 

Robertson, J. W., 153 

Robertson, W. L., a first trustee, 28, 147; 
$33 

Robinson, H. E., acting president, 8, 46; 
president, 8, 22, 46, 124; v.-president, 
10, 37, 46; committee member to draft 
const., 22; a first trustee, 28, 147; 38; 
on fireproot library building, 56; 153 

Rogers, W. B., constitution referred to as 
special committee member, 23; 153 

Rollins, Curtis B., gift of James "S, Rollins 
MS., Collection, 137; edited Bingham 
letters in Review, 137; ‘honorary member, 
150 

Rollins, George Bingham, “Order No. 11” 

purchased from heirs of, 137f 

Rollins. James S., MS. Collection, 110, 137; 
deposit of portrait of, 137 

Ross, B., 153 

Rothensteiner, John E., trustee, 131, 147 

Rouse, W. J., 153 

Rozier, George A., president, 8, 124f, 130f, 
Vso. v.-president, 10)82, 32> ‘trustee 
and life trustee, 70, 131f, 147: obtained 
appropriations ten years, 82, 122f; ac- 
quaintance with Society, 105, 131; 
finance committee member, 125, 130, 
132, 149; record in general assembly, 125 

Runyan, Justin A., 153 

=o 

St. Charles, Missouri Centennial, 77 

St. Charles district, 111 

St. Joseph, Platte Purchase Centennial, 70, 
4105 

St. Tae Missouri Centennial, 77; Mark 
Twain Centennial, 104 

St. Louis, 150th anniversary ot, 117 

St. Louis Catholic Historica! Soc., 107 

St. Louis Conf. Hist. Soc., M. E..Ch., 107 

St. Louis County Historica! Society, 108 

St. Louis Hist. Docs. Foundation, 108 

St. Louis Mercantile Library, 46 

St. Louis Public Library. 46 

St. Louis Railway Historical Soc., 108 

St. Louis University, seminar instruction 
in Missouri history given at, 120 
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Ste. Genevieve, Church of, 104 

Ste. Genevieve, Public Library and Mu- 
seum of, 103f, 108 

Ste. Genevieve Bicentennial Celebration, 
activities of Society in, 103-105, 131 

Ste. Genevieve cemetery, 104 

Sainte Genevieve, the Story of Afissouri’s Oldest 
Settlement, by Francis J. Yealy, 104 

-Saline County Historical Society, 108 

Sampson, F. A., secretary, 8, 31, 35ff, 38, 
42, 64; a first trustee, 28, 147; Collection, 
30, 34, 3 35ff, 38, 42, 89, 97, 123; collector, 
31; bibliographer, <P 63/f; a first annual 
member, 38; first salary, 40; cost of mov- 
iE libiary, 40; WULRS cid, 45, asf, his 64; 
received silver mecal, 44; committee 
member on publication of Review, 47; 
editor, 47; first president of Mississippi 
Valley Historical 2 Assn., 477: appearance, 
52; death and res solution on, 65, 83 

Santa Fe Trail, 102 

Sappington MS. Coilection, 110 

Sargent, Miss L. M., 153 

“Scene on the Ohio, 1851,” 

Schooling, George, 153 

Schurz, Carl, MS. letters from James S. 
Rollins, 111 

Scruton, George H., trustee, 147 

Secretary (ies) of th Society, 
307, 35, 47, 55..63f, 65f, 2F 

Sedalia, Missouri Centennial, 77 

Semicentennial of the Society, 26, 141 

Sewall, W. J., trustee, 147 

Shackelford, Thomas, honorary member, 
60, 150 

Shannon, James, portrait of acquired, 136 

Shannon, R. D., trustee, 147 

Shepard, H. W., 153 

Shepler, J. N., 153 

Shoemaker, Floyd C., secretary, 8, 47, 

51, 55, 63, 65f, 82f; editor, 47, 66, 7If, 

84f, 99, 133f, 1397; Univ. of Missoun 

faculty member, 55, 65; helped cbtain 

library building, 58f: degrees and honors 

of cited, 65; introduced to the Society, 

65; first book by, 66; author, 66, 71ff. 

76f, 77f; duties of, 66; two early goals 

of, 66; advice received, 68; organized 

county historical societies, 70; activities 

of in the Platte Purchase centennial, 70 

105; addressed teachers organization, 

GL os secretary of “The Centennial 

Committee of the State Historical So- 


painting, 137 


8,23, 28; 


« 


_ ciety,” 75; quotation of on Missouri’s 
; centennial, 78; aided in appropriation, 


807, 122f; personal letter received by, 81; 
increased duties of, 82f; inaugurated 
weekly historical press articles, 9I1f; 
resclution honoring, 99f; activities of 
in Mark Twain centennial and Ste. Gen- 
evieve bicentennial celebrations, 103//; 
105; 119; presented proposal fora private 
donor of the Bay Collection, 129 

Sieck, Louis J., v. ‘president, 19 

Simmons, H. 12 i5 

“Six Periods of acount History,” by 
Floyd C. Shoemaker, 71 


Skidmore, James, 153 

Skidmore, W. J., 153 

Smith, Charles Lee, trustee, 147 

Smith, Frederick M., trustee, 147 

Smith, Israel A., trustee, 147 

Smith, Thomas A., MS, Collection, 51, 110 

Smith, W.L., 153 

Social history of Missouri, articles on by 
the Society, 92, 123 

Sosey, J. M., 153 

Southern, Willia 1m, Jr., president, 8, 58, 
68, 124; announced support of Mo. Press 
Assn. on library building, 58; paper at 
first annual renat 66; trustee and life 

"hy « 


Sepa tne 
tFHStee, iy 


““Sower, The,” painting, 134 

Speed, R. B., 153 

Springfield, Missouri Centennial, 77 

Staff of the Society, 53ff, 82f 

Stark, Lloyd C., exec. com. member, 148 

Starr MS. Collection, jy Bs 

“Starry Night,’ painting, 134 

State and national recognition, 163-175 

State archives. See Mo. State archives 

State election returns, 1838 to 1878, 112 

State Normal Schools, college course in 
Missouri history given at, 119 

State support for historical societies in the 
Wess in 

Stephens, C. Eugene, exec. com. member, 
149 


Stephens, E. W., first president, 8, 22, 
37f, 45, 68, 124; activities of at Mo. 
Press Assn. meetings, 21ff; committee 
member to draft constitution, 22; 24; 
presented petition for incorp., 25f; ap- 
pointed first finance committee, 28, 37; 
41:.153 

Stephens, Mrs. Howard P., acquisitions 
assistant, processed Fitzpatrick cartoons, 
136 

Stephens, Lon V., approved bill making 
the Society a trustee of the State, 26; 
executive committee member, 143 

Stevens, Walter B., president, 8, 68f, 124; 
v.-president, 10, 69, 82, 131; addressed 
first annual dinner, 66; presented seven 
budgets, 69, 81; author, 76; honorary 
member, 150 

Stewart, C. _—E., 153 

Stille, G. 153 

Stipp s te Western Miscellany, 128 

Stoddard, G. C., exec. com. member, 148 

Stone Mountain ‘Memorial, 118 

Stonebraker, J. N., aided in appro., 81 

Sturgis, H. S., v.-president, 10; trustee, 
$47: 153 

Sturgis, John T., at first annual dinner, 66 

Shuismi ba laa 

Sullivan, John Leo, exec. com. member, 148 

Swain, E. E., v.-president, 10, 132; finance 
committee member, 130, 133, 149; 
trustee, 133, 147 

Swanger, John E., exec. com. caemiber. 148 

Switzler, William F., first honorary mem- 
ber, 37, 60, 149; 153 
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192 The State Historical Society of Missouri 


ay lee 

Texas County Historical Society, 108 

“This Week in Missouri History,” de- 
scribed, 91-93; completed, 123; published 
in book form, 133 

Thomas, W. D., trustee, 147 

Thomag, William L., a first trustee, 28, 
147; 153 

Thompson, Henry C., trustee, 120, 147; 
gift of Portrait Collection by, of Boone, 
Seaeot, Blair, Clemens, Eads, and Lina, 

Thompson, Lorenzo D., exec. com, mem- 
ber, 149 


Thomson, R, Wi. -» trustee, 147 


Thornton, W. J., 46 


- Thwaites, Reuben G., addressed first 


annual meeting of Society, 38, 40; 63 

Todd, James, trustee, 147 

Todd, James (Sr.), 153 

Treasurer(s} of the Society, 8, 28, 30, 37, 
131 

Trigg, George A., 153 

Trigg, George W., president of Mo. Press 
Assn. when Society was founded, 21; 
appointed a committee to prepare plans 
for establishing the Society, 22; referred 
constitution to a special committee, 23; 
183 

Truex, J. A., 153 

Truman, Harry S., honorary member, 150 

Trustee of the State, Society A. See Act 
of May 4, 1899; Law governing the Soc. 

Trustees of the Society. See Executive 
Committee of the Society 


United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
See Missouri Society of the U. D. C. 
United States Highway No. 36 markers. 
See Missouri Historical Highway Markers 
University Club of Springfield, 102 
University of Missouri, first college course 
in Mo, history given at, 119; graduate 
course in Mo. history and administration 
given at, 119f; graduate studies in Mo. 
history and government given at, 119f 
University of Missouri, Board of Curators, 
provided quarters for Society, 25; re- 
quested library building in 1903 for use 
of Univ. and Soc. 55f; final request in 
ee for building and quotation on Soc., 
University of Missouri Library Building, 
Society’s and University’s efforts for an 
appropriation, 55-59; Mo. Press Assn. 
endorsed request, 56; Wisconsin and 
Kansas cited as examples, 57; President 
Southern announced support of Mo. Press 


Assn., 58; final appropriation request. 


for building presented by President -4. 
Ross Hill for University and approved 
by Secretary Floyd C. Shoemaker for 
Society, 58f; appropriation made, S9; 
Dr. Loeb reported on completed building, 
59; Society's resolution of appreciation 
to the University, 59; removal of Society 
to, 62ff; dedicated, 64: west wing of, 64 


eB, ee 

Valley of the Mississsppi, by Wild and 
Thomas, 142 

Van Cleve, W. C., 153 

Van Hoozer, Will R., 153 

Van Tourenhout, The Right Rev. Charles 
Louis, dinner speaker, 104 

Vandeventer, William L., trustee, 147 

Vandiver, C. P., 153 

Vernon County "Hist orical Society, 108 

Vest, George G., president, 46 

Vice- Presidents of Society, list of, 97 

Viles, Jonas, Vv. ~president, we committee 

wACsOLL Reviei Ww; 47 : 

trustee, 51, 147; quoted, “61; 720) 119° 
first college course in Mo. history. given 
by, 119; graduate studies in Mo. history 
and government given by, 119 

Violette, E. M., a first annual member, 
38; 119; college course in Mo. history 
given by, 119; trustee, 147 


Bees + 4 ca 

Walker, Robert, 153 

Waller, W. F., 153 

Walter, Mayme Wallace, gift of Bingham 
diary, 138 

War of 1812, 111 

Warren, D. M., life member, 63 

Warrensburg, Missouri Centennial, 767 

Washington University, seminar instruction 
in Missouri history given at, 120 

‘Watching the Cargo,” painting exhibited, 
137 

Watters, T. set trustee, 147 

Weisel, R. G., 

Wensel, F. ak is 

“Western Life and Western Books,” an 
address by J. awe sie Bay, 129 

Wesiern Miscellany, Stipp's, 128 

Westliche Nord Amerika, Das, by Nicnolas 
Hesse, a translation, 1117 

Whitaker, Charles H., trustee, 147 

White, B. F., 153 

White, Edw ard J., v.-president, 

White, John B., v.-chairman of ‘ The Cen- 
tennial Committee of the State Historical 
Society,’’ 75; trustee, 147 

White, L. M., v.-president, 10, 132; finance 
committee member, 130, 132, 149; 
trustee, 132, 147; Fitzpatrick cartoons 
obtained through suggestion of, 335 

White, R. M., president, 8, 66, 67/, 124; 
23a Arse trustee, 98, 132, 147; a fret 
finance committee member, BE SLL wer 
67, 132, 149; 40; committee on nomina- 
Hea 46; preside ‘di at first annual dinner, 

last country editor president, 67/: 
sca to abolish publication committee 
on Review, 68; advice to Secretary Shoe- 
maker, 63; succeeded as trustee and as 
finance committee member, 132; 153 

White, T. B., 153 

“Who's Who in Missouri” Index, 86f 

Wigginton, H. J., 15 

Wild and Thomas, i he Valley of the Mus- 
sissippt, 142 

William Clark Society, 108 
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